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U.N. members urge Israeli gestore on NPT 

UNTIED NATIONS (AFP) — The United Slates, France and 
Britain are quietly pressuring Israd to make a goodwill gesture on 
nudes* non- prohfet? lion ahead of an international conference, - 
diplomats said Wednesday. Washington and its European allies, 
concerned about Eg yptia n hesitation on the nuclear Non- 
proGferatioo Treaty (NPT), have recently held talks with Israel, 
die sources said. Delegates from U.N. member states that have 
signed the treaty are laying the groundwork for the April 17 to 
May 12 talks here on the extension of tire 25-year-old nod car 
NPT. The extension now appears uncertain due to conditions 
posed by countries like Egypt, Mexico, Iran, Indonesia and 
Nigeria. While no one is expecting Israel to sign the treaty in the 
coming months, “making a gesture could allow Cairo to save face 
and sign die NPT extension,” said me U.N. source. Israel could 
announce that it would open some of its nuclear installations to 
inspectors from the international atomic energy agency as one 
measure to build confidence, sources said. 
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Bahrain leader criticises Britain 

BAHRAIN (AP) — The crown prince. Sheikh Hamad Ben Isa A1 
Khalifa, has accused Britain of harbouring “terrorists and 
saboteurs,” a reference to several Muslim pteachers allegedly 
implicated in recent riots here, a newspaper reported Wednesday. 
“Britain is a friendly nation and we're puzzled as to how it receives 
terrorists and saboteurs who work against the interest Of states that 
are its friends," the A1 Sharq A1 Awsat daily quoted him as saying. 
Sheikh Hamad, who is also commander-in-chief of the Bahrain 
defence forces, said he regretted that “London is becoming a 
haven for saboteurs.'' Bahrain deported an unspecified number of 
what it said were “infiltrators from abroad" following street riots 
that flared in the emirate in December and erupted again recently. 
Among the deportees were a number of Shiite preachers. At least 
three of them have surfaced in London, where their requests for 
political asylum are under review. One is Sheikh Ali Salman, who 
Bahraini authorities allege was the mastermind behind a plot to 
spread anarchy during the riots. 
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King 

congratulates 
president of India 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday sent a cable to 
Indian President Shankar 
Dayal Sharma congratulating 
him in his name and on be- 
half of the Jordanian people 
and government on India’s 
Republic Day. King Hussein 
unshed Mr. Sharma good 
health and happiness and the 
Indian people further prog- 
ress and prosperity. 

Jordan opposition 
wants 

coordination 
with Syria 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Jordanian groups opposed to 
the Oct. 26 peace treaty with 
Israel called for increased 
contacts with Damascus to 
“foil schemes aimed at 
weakening the Arabs,** 
Syria’s state-run agency 
SANA reported. Twelve de- 
legates from seven leftist and 
Arab nationalist parties ar- 
rived here Tuesday on the 
first visit by a Jordanian 
opposition delegation to be 
announced publicly here. 
They “hailed Syria for de- 
fending the interests of the 
Arab Nation and preserving 
its dignity” during the meet- 
ings with Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam and ruling Baath 
Party Deputy Secretary 
General Abdullah Ahmar. 
They expressed “support for 
the policy followed by Syria” 
and called for increasing con- 
tacts with the Baath to “coor- 
dinate efforts to foil schemes 
aimed at weakening the 
Arabs by imposing solutions 
favourable to Israel,” SANA 
added. The delegation was 
invited by the National Prog- 
ressive Front, the Baath 
party-led coalition ruling 
Syria. 

Tantawi ready 
to visit Jerusalem 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt’s 
mufti, the spiritual leader of 
the Sunni muslims, said 
Wednesday he would accept 
an Israeli invitation to visit 
Jerusalem, despite an Arab 
boycott of official contacts 
with the city’s Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities. Sheikh 
Mohammad Sayyed Tantawi 
said: “I will welcome any 
Israeli invitation to visit Jeru- 
salem, since openness and 
face-to-face contacts are the 
best ways to gain our rights.” 
The mufti told the weekly A1 
Mussawar he had not re-' 
ceived such an invitation, but 
he believed in the approach 
of former Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat “who visited his 
enemy, going there m a posi- 
tion of strength and not 
weakness.” 

FIS leader backs 
opposition plan 

PARIS (R) — A detained 
Algerian Muslim fun- 
damentalist leader has back- 
ed an opposition plan to end 
three years of bloody avil 
strife while pledging to keep 
up the fight against the gov- 
ernment. In a fetter smuggled 
to the French daily Libera- 
tion from house arrest in 
Algeria and published on 
Wednesay, Ati Belhadj said 
the so-called Rome platform 
provided for “a just and 
legitimate solution of the cri- 
sis.” The plan, calling for 

talks on a transitional govern- 
ment leading to democratic 
elections, was drawn up in 
Rome earlier this month by 
Algerian opposition parties 
that won nearly 85 per cent of 
the vote in an aborted gener- 
al election, including Mr. 
Belhadj’s Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). 

Moghrabi to succeed 
Abourezk at ADC 

AMMAN (J.T.) — After 15 
years as chairman of the 
American- Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), former Senator 
5) lames Abourezk has stepped 
" ' down due to heavy schedul- “ 
mg demands in his South 
Dakota law practice, Mr. 
Abourezk will remain closely 
tied to ADC and will be 
honoured at ADC’s annual 
convention. 
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Government presents policy statement 

Sharif Zeid pledges democracy, cooperation with legislature, reforms 
in all areas, better Arab ties and consolidation of peace 


By Ayman A1 Safiad! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment of Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker on Wednesday asked 
for a vote of confidence from 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment on the basis of a policy 
statement that pledged con- 
tinued commitment to demo- 
cracy, cooperation with the 
legislature, more efforts to 
achieve political, social, 
administrative and economic 
.reform, pursuit of better 
Arab ties and consolidation 


of the peace treaty with 
Israel. 

The statement, which was 
read out to the House by 
Sharif Zeid, also stressed the 
depth of Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations and the 
Kingdom’s support for the 
Palestinian people and their 
sole and legitimate repre- 
sentative, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO). ?- 

“As we approach the 
House with this policy state- 
ment, on whose bases we ask 
for the confidence, we stress 


our commitment to exert 
maximum effort for complete 
cooperation with the legisla- 
tive authority so as to consoli- 
date ... parliamentary life... 
in a manner that guarantees 
the separation of author- 
ities... within the guidelines 
of the Constitution,” Sharif 
Zeid told lawmakers. 

The prime minister said the 
government remains commit- 
ted to democracy which is 
based on political pluralism, 
respect for personal and pub- 
lic freedoms and sovereignty 
of the law with the Constitu- 



Prime Minister Sharif Zekt Ben Shaker on 
Wednesday delivers the government’s policy 


statement at the Lower Boose of Parliament 
(Photo by Yousef A1 Allan) 


non and the National Charter 
guiding its work. 

“My government will work 
to continue the building of 
the democratic model which 
will be able to respond to the 
requirements of our people 
and nation,” Sharif Zeid said 
in the policy statement, 
which the House wifi begin 
debating Saturday. 

He said the government 
will maintain dialogue over 
public issues with political 
parties in consolidation of the 
democratic process, adding 
that the government will soon 
present the House with a 
draft law on a centre for 
freedom, democracy and hu- 
man rights studies’ and will 
reconsider the Election Law 
and the laws of public meet- 
ings and the prevention of 
crime with the purpose of 
modernising them to corres- 
pond with the democratic ' 
life. 

Dialogue with professional 
and labour unions, chambers 
of commerce and industry 
and others will be permanent 
feature of the government’s 
policy, Sharif Zeid said in his 
hour-long speech. 

“The democratic process is 
irreversible,” the prime 
minister pledged. 

Sharif Zeid said he pre- 
sented his policy statement to 
the House at a time when His 
Majesty King Hussein 
wanted positive change - on 

(Continued on Weekender 
Page C 


Israel tightens its grip on 
Jerusalem with more colonies 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli 
government gave the go 
ahead Wednesday for 3,000 
more homes for Jewish set- 
tiers around Jerusalem on the 
occupied West Bank, thereby 
tightening Israel’s grip on die • 
Holy City. 

A ministerial committee, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin as a control 
mechanism over colonisa- 
tion, approved plans to build 
in the three major settle- 
ments, north, south and east- 
rtf Jerusalem. 

Some 800 units — already 
sold — will go up this year at 
Maale Admnftn, another 500 
bouses can be sold now and 
580 next year, the committee 
said. 

It did not specify when the 
last two projects would be 
bnOt. 

The only change the com- 
mittee made to the original 
housing ministry plan for the 
private projects was to delay 
the sale of the 580 units until 
1996. 


The committee’s green 
light was a sure sign that Mr. 
Rabin, under pressure from 
“hawks” in the cabinet to 
speed up settlement construc- 
tion, has no intention of ced- 
ing the huge belt of land 
aronnd Jerusalem to the 
Palestinians. 

The decision was in line 
with a secret cabinet initiative 
of January 1993 to support 
settlement for another 20,000 
Jews in a 10-kilometre radius 
around Jerusalem. 

Following Sunday’s mur- 
der of 19 Israelis in a suicide 
bombing, Mr. Rabin has be- 
gun moves to set up a “secur- 
ity border” to separate Israel 
from the West Bank Palesti- 
nians (see page 2). 

The border will un- 
doubtedly dig deep into the 
occupied territory which was 
seized in 1967. 

The committee also 
approved the building this 
year of 1,026 houses at Betar, 
near Bethlehem, which have 
already been sold. Another 
900 homes were slated for 


Betar but a sale and construc- 
tion timetable was not de- 
cided. 

At Betar the government 
will provide S16.000 to each 
houses buyer — half as a 
cheap loan and half as a free 
grant. 

At Givat Zeev, north of 
Jerusalem, the committee 
said 340 homes could be built 
as well as 50 more, with 
public money, scattered 
across the Jordan Valley. 

The committee decision 
came after the ultra-orthodox 
Shas Party which had voted 
with the coalition govern- 
ment, joined the opposition 
in a no-confidence motion 
against the government on 
Tuesday night accusing Mr. 
Rabin of trying to halt con- 
struction around Jerusalem. 

Palestinian Housing Minis- 
ter Zakria Agha warned that 
“settlement activities violate 
the (peace) agreement and 
endanger the whole peace 
process.” 

A total of 140,000 settlers 
live in 144 settlements h 


Ghali: No Iraqi move on oil 


GENEVA (Agencies) — 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali said on 
Wednesday that Iraq had 
made no move towards li- 
mited oil sales despite an 
indication from Baghdad that 
it was willing to discuss such a* 
move. 

According to Iraqi press 
reports, Iraq’s Deputy Prime 
Minist er Tareq Aziz said in 
Baghdad last weekend that 
Iraq was ready to resume 
talks on exporting a limited 
quantity of oil for the purch- 
ase of food and humanitarian 
supplies. 

Sanctions-hit Iraq would 
be authorised to sell $1.6 
billion worth of oil under 
Security Council resolutions 
that would earmark 30 per 
cent of the proceeds, mostly 
for compensation payments 
to the victims of the Gulf 
war. 

Asked about Mr. Aziz’s 
comment. Dr. Ghali told re- 
porters: “I have not received 
any official demand from the 
government of Baghdad deal- 
ing with the subject." 


Dr. Ghali was also asked 
whether be saw any flexibility 
in Security Council resolu- 
tions 706 and 712 of 1991, 
which dictate the terms of 
Iraqi one-off oD sales. Iraq 
has rejected the resolutions 
as violating its sovereignty. 

He replied that he was 
bound by the resolutions and 
added: “Even if we found a 
way of softening the rules of 
tiie game, this still has to be 
approved by the Security 
Council.” 

He added: “Even if I find 
an agreement for a partial 
lifting of sanctions with the 
government of Baghdad, it 
would still need the approval 
of the Security Council and 
the Security Council may re- 
fuse my agreements...” 

In Doha, Qatar, Spanish 
Defence Minister Julian Gar- 
da Vargis said Wednesday 
he was in favour of maintain- 
ing the embargo on Iraq to 
make Baghdad comply with 
all U-N. Gulf war resolu- 
tions. 

“Lifting the embargo is 
linked to the application by 


Iraq of all the resolutions” 
taken by the Security Council 
after Baghdad invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Mr. Vargas, in Qatar on 
the last leg of an offidal tour 
of the Gulf, told the official 
agency QNA that Spain “fel- 
ly respects the embargo.” 

Businessmen from 38 Ita- 
lian companies are expected 
here in Iraq Friday for a 
four-day visit focusing on fu- 
ture cooperation and sup- 
plying Iraq with food and 
medicine, Iraqi officials said. 

The delegation will be 
headed by the Arab-Italian 
Chamber of Commerce presi- 
dent, Sergio Marini. 

“The visit is very important 
as Iraq is on the verge of 
getting rid of the U.N. 
embargo,” the head of the 
Iraqi Federation of Industries 
Adnan A1 Kadassi told AFP- 

Diplomats said meanwhile 
Iraq, awash with oil as a 
result of the sanctions, Is 
offering diesel at giveaway 
prices- to hire Turkish truck- 
ers carrying vital flour and 
sugar. 


Israeli, 

3 fighters 
killed in 
S. Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — An Israeli sol- 
dier was lolled and two were 
wounded on Wednesday in 
heavy fighting in South Leba- 
non in which three guerrillas 
died, Lebanese and Israeli 
reports said. 

Fighting erupted shortly af- 
ter midnight and raged until 
mid-morning, a spokesman 
for the U.N. Interim Force in 
Lebanon, UNTFIC said. 

The Israeli army said a 
soldier shelling guerrillas 
from an outpost in Israel's 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone was killed at 1 a.m. 
(2300 GMT on Tuesday) 
when a mortar bomb blew up 
inside its barrel. 

Security sources at Mar- 
jay oun, headquarters in the 
15-ltilometres wide border 
zone of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
said three guerrillas were kil- 
led and two Israeli soldiers 
were wounded in later fight- 
ing. 

The sources earlier said six 
guerrillas were killed. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
also put the casualties at 
three guerrillas killed and 
two Israeli soldiers wounded. 

The 7:30 a.m. (0530 GMT) 
firefight, which sparked air 
attacks and artillery duels, 
erupted near the village of 
Beit Leef in the western sec- 
tor of the Israeli-held “secur- 
ity zone,” the sources said. 

The Lebanese sources said 
guerrilla infiltrators raked a 
mechanised Israeli patrol 
with machine gun fire and 
rocket-propelled grenades. 

The Israelis fought back 
with tanks and automatic 
weapons fire. Two helicopter 
guns Hips later rocketed and 
strafed infiltration trails in a 
ravine near the ambush 
scene, the sources added. 

Later Wednesday, guerril- 
las fired rocket-propelled 
grenades and machine guns 
at a hilltop Israeli strongpoint 
near Tafiousa on the edge of 
the “security zone,” 

Israeli artillery retaliated 
by firing about 50 shells at 
suspected guerrilla hideouts 
in an hour-long bombard- 
ment. 



Hfs Majesty King 
(Petra photo) 


on Wednesday meets with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 


King, Arafat discuss 

Jordanian- Palestinian ties 

King reaffirms support for Palestinian 
quest and stand on Jerusalem shrines 

Jordan hopes Arafat visit 
will cement bilateral ties 

Kabariti deplores Tel Aviv blast 


By Ghadeer Taber 

SpeaaJ to the Jordan Times 


.AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat began talks Wednes- 
day on feture Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations with 
Jerusalem expected to be 
high on the agenda since the 
two sides have already 
reached agreements on most 
other issues of cooperation. 

The King and Mr. Arafat, 
head of the Palestine Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) based in 
Gaza and Jericho, held an 
initial round of talks “on 
issue of mutual concern” at 
the Guest Palace shortly after 
the PLO chairman flew in 
aboard an executive jet sent 

(Continued oo Weekender 
Pagec 


By Salameh Ne’matt • 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
said Wednesday that the 
visit by Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat will help lay 
solid foundations for institu- 
tionalising Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations in the 
future. 

Speaking following Mr. 
Arafat’s arrival on bis first 
visit since May last year, Mr. 
Kabariti said it was “no lon- 
ger acceptable for Jordanian- 
Palestiman relations to keep 


going back to square one 
whenever there are differ- 
ences.” 

He explained -that the sign- 
ing of a memorandum of 
understanding and coopera- 
tion between the two sides is 
“the first concrete step to- 
wards institutionalising our 
relations.” 

Commenting on Sunday’s 
suicide bombing which killed 
19 Israelis near Tel Aviv, and 
Israel’s plans Tuesday to 
build a border to separate 
Israelis and Palestinians, Mr. 

(Continued on Weekender 
Page c 


Israel, PLO praise U.S. move; target 
groups say they have no funds 


Combined agency dispat c hes 

ISRAEL AND the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) lauded U.S. President 
Bill Clinton on Wednesday 
for his crackdown on hardlin- 
ers threatening Middle East 
peace but regretted that it 
was “too little, too late.” 

In Gaza City, PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat described 
the freezing of assets of orga- 
nisations accused of trying to 
destroy the Middle East 
peace process as a “positive 
step.” 

Bnt it was “late and insuffi- 
cient,” said Mr. Arafat’s 
spokesman Marwan Kanafa- 

ni. 

“These groups get money ' 
which they misuse. Many 
people give funds for charity 
or religion or health (pro- 
jects) but this has been 
abused to oppose the peace 
process.” 

A senior Israeli foreign 
ministry offidal said: “We 
are pleased, but it’s too little 
and too late.” 

Israel warned in early 1993 
that the Islamic Resistance 
Movement .(Hamas) was fi- 
nanced by a leadership in the 
United Stares and Britain. 
Branches had also been set 
up in Iran, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Sudan and Syria, it said. 

Security forces arrested 
three Palestinians with U.S. 
dtxzenships on January 31, 
1993 and charged them with 
financing Hamas from the 
United States. One was sub- 
sequently jailed and the 


others released. 

“Islamic fundamentalism 
has to be fought with the 
appropriate means,” govern- 
ment spokesman Uri Dromi 
said. “I hope the United 
States is convinced of that 
and will continue what it has 
started.” 

Experts estimated the total 
value of contributions to the 
12 groups annually in U.S. 
temtory to be at least $200 
million. 

Yonah Alexander with 
George Washington Uni- 
versity said that the money, 
either in the form of financial 
gifts or property or equip- 
ment, comes from both com- 
munities and private citizens. 

“It is at the very least 
around $200 million,” said 
Mr. Alexander. 

The administration has 
targe tted groups including 
Islamic Jihad, Hamas, Hiz- 
bollah, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Front, and Kach, an 
extremist Jewish group. 

It has not, however, given 
an estimate of the assets to be 
frozen. 

Hardline groups target- 
red by Mr. Clinton said that 
the U.S. derision to freeze 
their assets will not stop the 
violence. 

Most groups cited by Mr. 
Clinton said they had no 
assets in the United States 
and were thus not affected by 
the crackdown against 12 
groups and 18 individuals, 
including the extremist Jew- 
ish Kach movement. 

Mr. Clinton imposed the 


sanctions after saying that 
militant Arab factions had 
disrupted the peace process 
by killing 52 Israelis in the 
last four months. 

Announcing the measure 
to Congress on Tuesday, Mr. 
Clinton also prohibited con- 
tributions to the groups from 
the United States. 

Baruch Marzel of Kach 
said his group also would not 
be greatly inconvenienced, 
since its activists in the Un- 
ited States were tipped off 
three weeks ago about the 
planned freeze and cleared 
out most of their bank 
accounts. 

“We prepared, and the 
damage is very small, a few 
thousand dollars. They 
couldn’t freeze something 
they couldn’t find,” said Mr. 
Marzel, speaking from his 
home in a Jewish enclave in 
the West Bank town of Heb- 
ron. 

A spokesman for Hamas, 
the militant group responsi- 
ble for much of the recent 
bloodletting, said Mr. Clin- 
ton is “deluding himself if he 
thinks that his action will 
pressure Hamas or restrict its 
activities. 

“Hamas’ confrontation 
with the enemy will not be 
affected by these measures 
and its operations against 
Israel will continue,” spokes- 
man Imad Falouji said in 
Gaza City. 

The group is the PLO’s 
most powerful political rival. 







1 

gyH 

pHBI 

n 

9 




1 

BBBM ’ 

lilr^ m 



2 

wm 



€ €F 

II 

rl 

1 


d 

I 

e 

ca 

st , 


SVtTS JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JANUARY 26-27,199! 


Israeli ministers want 
to fence Palestinians in 


Unions condemn Egyptian arrests 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel's answer to a 
wave of suicide bombings in- 
side its territory could be 
electronic security fences 
creating new border lines for 
the occupied West Bank. 

“This type of line, together 
with soldiers in the field and 
patrols along its length, 
should be effective.” Environ- 
ment Minister Yossi 
Sarid said on Tuesday, calling 
for a permanent separation 
between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

Police Minister Moshe 
ShahaJ told army radio that a 
fence would probably be 
necessary in the heavily 
populated central border 
area between Israel and the 
West Bank. Police patrols 
and guard dogs could oversee 
other sections. 

Suicide bombers from the 
Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip 
killed IS Israeli soldiers and a 
civilian in central Israel on 
Sunday, touching off a 
-national debate on security. 

Touch-sensitive barriers 
are already in place along 
Israel's frontiers with Leba- 
non. Syria. Jordan, Egypt 
and Gaza Strip. 

The army said only a small 
section of the Gaza border 
area, from the Erez check- 
point in the north to the 
Mediterranean several 
kilometres away, has yet to 
be fenced off. Soldiers pre- 
vented a Reuter photo- 
grapher on Tuesday from 
taking pictures in the un- 
finished area. 

A dirt patrol road, swept 
and later checked carefully 
for footprints runs along the 
Israeli side of the chain-link 
and barbed-wire fences, 
which are about three metres 
high. 

The Israeli army relies on 
the high-technology and 
mobile patrols from scattered 
outposts along die borders. 
With the exception of border 
crossings there are few 
watcbtowers and searchlights 
reminiscent of the former 
iron curtain. 

Sensors indicating the 
fences have been disturbed 
bring Israeli army patrols to 
the scene to intercept infiltra- 
tors. 


Buckingham Palace, 
Queen Elizabeth’s London 
home, is widely reported to 
be protected by an Israeli- 
made electronic fence. 

But the high technology, 
including motion-detecting 
ground radar, sometimes 
backfires. 

Last year guerrillas in 
southern Gaza placed a lad- 
der on the electronic fence 
marking the Israeli-patrolled 
border with Egypt. They 
waited in ambush and opened 
fire on the soldiers, killing an 
officer. 

Scattered roadblocks cur- 
rently separate the occupied 
West Bank from the Jewish 
state. The border — a line on 
an unfinished political map 
— is porous. 

Under Israel's 1993 peace 
deal with the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO), Israeli troops are 
obliged to pull out of Arab 
population centres in the West 
Bank before Palestinian elec- 
tions, delayed since July, are 
held. 

That, and the close pro- 
ximity of Arab towns and 
villages, not only to Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank 
but also to communities just 
inside Israel, has security 
chiefs worried. 

A string of Israeli villages 
near the the West Bank re- 
cently had their “security rat- 
ing” upgraded, meaning they 
now qualify for money to 
build perimetre fences and 
patrol roads, municipal offi- 
cials said. 

Palestinians without Israeli 
work permits often take a 
walking detour into the coun- 
tryside to sneak inside Israel, 
where Jewish contractors 
wait in their cars to feny 
them to building sites. 

Separation was the main 
theme of Mr. Rabin's address 
to the nation on Monday 
night. 

Mr. Rabin said on Tues- 
day: “We must get ready by 
preparing a programme 
which will surely take a 
month or two to prepare ... I 
don’t want to go into technic- 
al details. A fence through- 
out is not a must.” 

“The fence will be for 
security, of course,” Mr. 


Sarid told army radio. “But it 
will also be a demographic 
fence to divide us from 
them." 

Nabil Shaath, a senior 
adviser ro PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, said in Gaza 
that separation was only 
acceptable as part of the crea- 
tion of a Palestinian state, an 
idea which Israel officially 
opposes. 

“In which case, you can 
have separation if you want 
to dose borders when you 
want to — with some mutual- 
ity and equality.” Dr. Shaath 
told reporters. 

Separation now. Dr. 
Shaath said, “really means 
closure, which means siege 
and prison to the Palesti- 
nians.” 

Police Minister ShahaJ said 
he was prepared to deploy 
border guards and dogs on a 
demarcation line within eight 
months of a derision to im- 
plement a separation. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Feres voiced support for the 
idea, telling Israel Radio it 
"definitely appeals to me.” 

Mr. Rabin said he would 
establish a committee to draft 
proposals for separating the 
two populations. 

"We want to achieve a 
separation between you and 
us,” Mr. Rabin said, calling it 
a means of protecting Israelis 
— “98 per cent of whom live 
within Israel-proper” — from 
guerrilla attack. 

After Sunday's bombing, j 
claimed by the militant Isla- 
mic Jihad group, the cabinet 
tightened a closure' of the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank, 
preventing tens of thousands 
of Palestinians from reaching 
their Jobs in Israel. 

Israeli media reports 
speculated the border fence 
would keep Jewish settle- 
ments around Jerusalem out- 
side Palestinian-ruled terri- 
tory pending a final peace 
settlement. 

Palestinians are furious at 
recent Israeli construction at 
settlements in occupied land 
near Jerusalem, which Israel 
views as its “undivided and 
eternal capital.” Palestinians 
regard Arab East Jerusalem 
as capital of their own future 
state. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


| THIRD JORDANIAN DRAMA FESTIVAL 

^ Two plays (In Arabic; entitled “Seas in the 
Eyes” and “The Plague” respectively at 
5:00 p.m. raid 7:00 p.m. on Thursday and 
respectively at 7:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. on 
Friday at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■if Exhibition of abstract art by Moham- 
mad Labadi at Alia Art Gallery. 


ft Exhibition of Children’s works (from 
Haya Centre drawing and painting 
classes) at Goethe Institute. 

ft Exhibition of works by Iraqi artist 
Fakhir Muhammad at the Ab’ad Art 
Gallery. 

ft Exhibition of “Arab Contemporary 
Art” at Mona Sandi studio, Abdoun 
village (Tel. 829700). 


CAIRO CAP) — Egyptian 
union on Wednesday conde- 
mned the arrest of dozens of 
labour leaders and main- 
stream Muslim activists, ac- 
cused by the government of 
supporting Islamic militants. 
Egypt’s president warned the 
opposition to ease its critic- 
ism. 

In a nationally televised 
speech. President Hosni 
Mubarak defended the gov- 
ernment's handling of "the 
three-year Islamic insurgency 
that has left more than 550 
people dead. He described 
extremists' attacks on secur- 
ity forces as a "rabid cam- 
paign.” 

Human rights groups and 
opposition parties in recent 
months have objected to gov- 
ernment tactics in dealing 
with Islamic militants, includ- 
ing mass arrests, curfews and 
house demolitions. 

The confrontation has 


been fiercest in southern 

*Mr. Mubarak also warned 
opposition groups to stay in 
line. 

“The honest opposition 
criticises and advises, but it 
does not fabricate and insti- 
gate,” Mr. Mubarak said. “It 
is committed to the limits of 
legitimacy and does not cross 
them.” 

Referring to the arrests of 
government opponents, Mr. 
Mubarak said be was upset 
that ‘‘some elements, who we 
know are committed to 
democracy and realise the 
danger to the nation from 
these (extremist) groups, are 
participating in this unfair 
campaign.” 

The government, sensitive 
to criticism by Islamic 
groups, has cracked down 
Hard on the opposition, 
arresting a well-known Isla- 
mic writer in December and 


detaining 28 members of the 
mainstream Muslim Brother- 
hood, Egypt’s largest Islamic 
fundamentalist group. 

The government has ac- 
cused the Brotherhood, 
which is outlawed but toler- 
ated, of links to more radical 
Islamic groups. The Brother- 
hood also has a strong pre- 
sence in Egyptian unions. 

The engineers syndicate 
said Wednesday that more 
than 100 engineers are now 
under arrest. 

“It is amazing that the au- 
thorities' persecution of 
Islamists under the excuse of 
dealing with violence and ter- 
rorism has overstepped itself 
and reached the moderate 
leaders that have become the 
victims of the government’s 
violence,” it said. 

The syndicate of scientific 
professions said Wednesday 
that 20 of its members were 
under arrest. 


Missing American father and 
son survived Turkish blizzard 


ANKARA ( AP) — Drinking 
melted snow and waiting out 
a blizzard in a cave, a U-S. 
Air Force pilot and his 10- 
year-old son survived nine 
days in mountain wilderness 
before their rescue Tuesday, 
authorities said. 

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Michael Ronald Couillard, 
37, and his son Matthew dis- 
appeared in a snowstorm Jan. 
15 while skiing at Kartalkaya. 
a resort in the Bolu moun- 
tains 110 kilometres from 
Ankara, where the officer is 
assigned to the U.S. embas- 
sy. 

Early in the disappearance, 
a previously unheard of 
Lebanese group claimed he 
was kidnapped to win free- 
dom for a Shiite Muslim lead- ■ 
er held by Israel, but Amer- 
ican and Turkish authorities 
quickly discounted that 
claim. 

Col. Couillard and Matth- 
ew suffered frostbite to their 
feet, said Mustafa Karslioglu, 
chief physician at Bolu state 
hospital where the pair were 
first taken after rescue. 

“The boy's condition 
appears more serious with his 
right leg being swollen from 
the knee down.” the doctor 
said. 

Two days ago, the colonel 
left Matthew in the cave, 
some five kilometres from 
the ski slopes and set out for 
help, siding for Vh hours 
before finding an uninhabited 
village, said a statement from 
Inrirlik air base, a joint 
Turkish-U.S. facility where 
the survivors were flown 
Tuesday evening. 

Woodcutters found Col. 
Couillard Tuesday morning. 


after he spent a day an unhe- 
ated cottage in a vacant state 
forestry camp, according to 
accounts by Turkish and U.S. 
military authorities. 

“I started yelling when I 
heard some people near the 
cottage and finally they saw 
me,” Col. Couillard said at 
Bolu hospital. Private Tur- 
kish television showed sol- 
diers carrying him and Matth- 
ew in their arms to an ambu- 
lance for the flight to Inrirlik. 

“It is hard for me to walk,” 
said Matthew, his right leg 
red and swollen, as television 
filmed him. “It was cold, I 
was hungry,” the boy said, 
and sipped milk while his 
father was fed soup with a 
spoon. 

Father and son, each on 
stretchers, held hands in the 
ambulance. 

Yuksel Gul, a forestry offi- 
cial, told the Anatolia news 
agency that Col. Couillard 
was “very weak" when found 
but managed in broken Tur- 
kish to describe where the 
cave was and rescuers went 
back to find the boy in the 
cave. They met back at the 
cottage. 

“Although the colonel had 
difficulty moving, he strug- 
gled to his feet and hugged 
his son in teais,” Mr. Gul 
said. 

The survivors' first meal in 
nine days was a typical Tur- 
kish breakfast: tea. bread, but- j 
ter and jam. “The little boy 
kept repeating, 'thank you," 
Mr. Gul said. 

Temperatures have dipped 
under the freezing mark in 
the last few days, and day- 
time temperatures barely 
topped 0 degrees. 


“I was very overjoyed with 
the news with the news,” the 
pilot's mother, Cecile Couil- 
lard, told the AP in a tele- 
phone interview from her 
home in Lisbon, Maine. “I 
was praising the Lord. I 
almost lost hope last night 
and got into praying. Then I 
felt confident that God knew 
where they were.” 

She said her daughter-in- 
law, Marry Couillard, called 
her about the rescue. 

As the survivors were 
being taken by ambulance 
from Bolu hospital for the 
flight to Inrirlik, near Adana, 
in southern Turkey, the pilot 
was overheard saying the pair 
stayed alive by eating snow. 

Col. Couillard, a graduate 
of the Air Force Academy in 
Colorado, had taken a 17-day 
air force combat survival 
training course, said an air 
force spokesman, Linda 
Leong. 

The course includes in- 
struction in building shelters 
and fires, obtaining food and 
water in the wilderness and 
navigation training. 

Col. Couillard, Matthew, 
and another son. Mark, 13, 
went skiing on the 15th as 
part of a boy scouts outing 

CORRECTION 

An article published in the 
Jordan Times Tuesday, Jan. 
24, about Jordan’s first car- , 
diomyoplasty surgery I 
erroneously named Ziyad 
Akasheb as one of the two* 
surgeons who conducted the 
operation. The item should 
have read Dr. Bassam 
Akasheh. 


SONY ^ZAKIGHUL* SONY 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Iran, Pakistan plan anti-drugs campaign 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran and its eastern neighbour, Pakis- 
tan, are to launch a three-year campaign against drug- 
smuggling across their common border, Tehran Radio 
reported. Quoting an unidentified official of Iran's anti- 
narcotics agency, it said the two countries had signed an 
agreement to this effect after three days of talks held under 
U.N. auspices in Tehran. The officials said Iran and 
Pakistan will strengthen their security forces along their 
frontier, cany out joint operations against narcotics smug- 
glers, and build an initial 42 border posts along smuggling 
routes with more to follow later. The radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted the official as saying Iran instends to begin 
anti-drugs cooperation with the Central Asian republics in 
the future, but gave no details. Tehran already has an 
apti-narcotics agreement with neighbouring Turkey. The 
main narcotics routes into Iran are from Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. 

Carbon monoxide kills couple in Cyprus 

NICOSIA (AP) — A British couple died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning in a tourist apartment in the north- 
western village of Latsi on this Mediterranean island, 
police reported. The statement did not identify the couple 
pending notification of their next of kin in Britain. It said a 
38-year-old man and his 36-year-old wife were found dead : 
in their flat early Tuesday. Police coroner Marios Matsakis 
said their bedroom apparently filled with carbon monoxide 
from a charcoal fire the couple had apparently lit during the 
night. The statement said the couple had arrived in Cyprus 
five days ago from Saudi Arabia, where they had been 
' living, and had rented the apartment until a holiday home 
they were building at Latsi was completed. 

Relief groups pull backs due to Sudan fighting 

NAIROBI (R) — Fighting between Sudanese government 
forces and southern rebels near the border town of Nimule 
has intensified in the past week, forcing relief agencies to 
relocate to north Uganda, the U.N. said on Tuesday. The 
U.N. Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) said in a statement 
that relief agencies temporarily moved some staff from 
Nimule, on the border between Sudan and Uganda, by 
road on Tuesday. “Some agencies, including Catholic 
Relief Services and (Catholic) Diocese of Torit will leave 
skeleton staff in Nimule to continue relief activities pending 
further developments,” OLS said. It said the decision to 
scale back was taken in Nimule on Tuesday following 
shelling in the village centre on Monday night which killed 
two civilians. “Since. Jan. 15, there have been several 
reports of shelling in the Nimule area, including some near 
the hospital and airstrip. Hie village is currently held by the 
SPLA (Sudan Peoples 1 Liberation Army),” OLS said. It 
said the relocation had disrupted a menengitis vaccination 
campaign. 

Russian bombing kills four, Kabul says 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Russian jets based in the Central 
Asian Republic of Tajikistan bombed a northern Afghan 
border village, killing four people and wounding nine 
others, the official Kabul Radio said on Tuesday. Monday’s 
raids on Maymay village in Badakhshan province's Darwaz 
district also destroyed five houses, said the broadcast 
monitored in Islamabad. Badakhshan borders with Tajikis- 
tan where Russian has deployed about 15.000 troops to 
help fight anti-government Islamic guerrillas suspected of 
having bases in Afghanistan. The raid was the fifth Kabul 
report of bombing on Afghan border areas by Russian 
planes since early December. At least 45 people were 
reported killed in previous air attacks on Badakhshan and 
adjoining Takhar province. Earlier this month, Afghan 
authorities protested to Russia and Tajikistan against the 
bombing and denied they were helping the Tajik rebels. 

Turkish would-be bomber dies in blast 

ANKARA (R) — A man trying to fix a bomb to a car in 
Istanbul died of wounds he suffered when the explosive 
went off prematurely, Istanbul Police said on Wedhesday. 
The blast occurred at a car parked outside a para-military 
goidarmeric compound in suburban Istanbul on Tuesday 
night. The man. who was found by gendarmes as he was 
crawling away from the car, died on the way to the hospital. 
Police said the man did not cany any identification and it 
was not yet known if he was linked to an extremist group. ‘ 
Urban extremists of the Dev-Sol and militants of the 
separatist Kurdish Labour Party have carried out scores of 
bomb attacks in Istanbul in recent years. 
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WELCOMES THE HONOURABLE GUESTS OF 
HIS MAJESTEY KING HUSSEIN 
& THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

HIS IMPERIAL HIGHNESS 
CROWN PRINCE OF JAPAN 
NARUHITO & PRINCESS 
MASAKO 

■ AND WISHES THEM AVERY 

PLEASANT VISIT TO JORDAN 



Faouri Trading Co. 

ISTJZU VEHICLES AGENTS 


‘U’eCcomes 






\w. 96s Majesty 9$ng 9fussdn's 

fRpyaC O-Ggfuuss Crown tPrincc ftfassans guests 

_ His Imperial Highness 

Crown Prince Naruhito 

and Her Imperial Hi g hr. ess 

Crown Princess Masako 

7 Visaing tfiem an enjcya6Ce stay in Jordan 


Nippon Jordan Fertilizer 
Company Limited 

welcomes the visit by the 
Crown Prince of Japan 

His Highness Prince Naruhito 

and his wife 


wishing them a happy stay in 
Jordan 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


> PROGRAMME TWO 

17:00 DrpoMo 

j 17:30 Jalna 

, News in French 

I IW9 N.B.A 

; 19:45 PI ancle En Equation 

; 3hJ9 Road to Avonlca 

: ^1:19 The Hal Squad 

! News in English 

2206 Feature film: "Havana” 

■ 23159 The Exile 


PRAYER TIMES 

0S-.Q9 Fajr 

M 29 (Sunrise) Duha 

Dhubr 

M.-« 'AST 

17:95 Maghreb 

1*27 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mar? of Nazareth Church 
S-effieh, Tel. 810740 
taeaib&ES of Gad Church. Tci. 

>32755. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aansndalhn Tel. 

tyruo. 

la Sulk Church Tel. 661757 
Tmaadi Church Tel: 622366 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Cbsrcfa of the Annsnctadaa Tel. 
623541. 

Aagjfcau Church Tel. 630571 . Td. 
628543. 

Armenian CatfroSc Chorda Tel. 

771331. 

Armenia Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Chart* Tel. 771751. 

Amman latmaaUowal Church Tel. 
652526. 

Ev a n g e l ical Lutheran Chareh Td: 

824328. 

GcmuMpeaUnjc EvaflgrKril Coa- 
grecatian Tel. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Chareh of Narnrme Tel 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 

Tel. 811295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures will rise slightly with 
winds westerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be r-orthcriy 
moderate and seas calm. 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Yesterday's high temperaturcs- 
Ammar 12. Aqaba 19. Humidity 
readings: Amman 76 per sent, 
Aqaba S3 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Jum'a Abu Dhiab 758848 

Ch. Bassim Qaddcmi *13633 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 6*34916 

Dr. Yousef A1 Faqih 75698S 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcnfows pharmacy 77K336 

Al Aaema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salaai pharmacy 63673C 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsaai pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy ....'. *47632 

RBdfc 

Dr. Fayez A3 Oadi 24$7<J 

•Mquds pharmacy (—1 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussein .... 985000 

Kfcaiifch pharmacy 93541? 


emergencies 

Food CcetroJ Cesbe 637! 1 1 

Qvd Defence Z-epxrtmant 66111} 
Gvi: Defence 

630341 

C ml Defence Eacrgcn o 199 

Rescue Pofic: T92. 62; ill. 637777 

Fee Bngade 617101 

3icnd Bank 77512* 

Highway ?cws 843402 

Traffic Po&« 896390 

Pabhc Sca r s? Deparacst . 63032! 

Hotel CcmpUsta 605800 

Pr« CorspUms ..661179 

V.4UK and Sewtage 

Corcptsmc 8V74ti? 

Amman Muroopaliry 
Complins ... 787| ;j 

Tdepfew* abor. 

f&recrcy assniarer; 121 

Owcrjcas Ca 2 s OifCSO 

Ccatnl Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tdepf’.ctie Repairs 101 

Jordan ieievtsiew 7731'. 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Aahcrtty 683300 

Jordan Elecsrscrv Aitthcntv 

815635 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

Rl FSgS: Information .... 05-55200 
Queen Alia Ir.sJ. Airpor: 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813.72 
Khabdi Mqienrirv. J Amn 

NtSlA 

AkilehMaiernitv.J. Amn. 

642441/2 

fatal Aruban Maternity .... 642362 

Ma&us. J. Amman * 636140 

Pale«i»c. Shmcaani G64171/4 

Shmcana Hospital 669I3I 

LTrvcniry Hospital 545845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 6672T?/9 

The Islamic. Abdab .... <*$127?7 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164*6 

Italian. AI-MuhajreCE ... 777101.3 
Al-Buhir.J Ashrafieh 7751 1 lift 

Army. Marta 891611,13 

Queen Aha Hospital .. . W22-W50 
Amal Hcspnal 674J55 

ZARQA; 

ZarqaGnvt Hcwiul (09)983323 
Zarqs National Hcbcrtal 
_ , (09)900560 

™“ M Hospital 1091986732 

Alftteta Modem HespitaJ (OSWWO 
OWED: 

Ptmecj} Sana rfcqnu; . .. |Q2J27W« 

Creek CatMic Hmpnsf (02 1 27227 5 
Ibn Al Nsfeet Hejpria! ... i CC47100 

AQABA: 

Posksk Bara HcstXJl (EIJMII! 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tte mfomunicYi is supplied fry 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tlx Queen Alia in- 
ternational Airport Tel. (GSfttGG- 
5. where it should a be trri- 
Bed. 

ARRIVALS 

Roys! Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 
i *M 

Singapore, Kuala Lumpour (RJ) 

** AdeoiRj) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

JEt! Delhi (RJi 

•5* BcfnuiRj) 

Ifcjj Colombo (RJ) 

IT:*6 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

: Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

■■-.London. Berlin (RJ) 

19ns.... Abn Dhabi, Al' Am (RJ) 

i*® BanRkok.CakunafRJ) 

Cfcublanca. Turns (RJ) 

** RcmcfRJ) 

20as Athens. Larcaca f RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Sharqah (AH) 

Beeee^m 

*22 Paris - Damascus (AF) 

Cairo(MS) 

Beirui(ME) 

25 s ® -Istanbul mi) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

BdnnfRj) 

®7rtSi Aqaba (RJ) 

Tfc46 .... Abu Dtubi, ATAin RJ) 
*fc4S ... Amsterdam, Chicago RJ) 
**•*} Montreal, Toroo to Rl) 

.‘J® London (RJ) 

™ Lamaca. Athens (RJ) 

1WS Bahrain, Doba(RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

-j 12 ® Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22;io Koala Lumpur. Jakarta (RJ; 

Other Flights (Terminals) 

»r— -^8® 

SS=“-®fiS 


17:36 Cairo (07) 

2im Cairo (MS) 

63&M Amsterdam (KL) 

HIIAZ RAILWAY TEAM I 

Dtp- A mo... &90iLm. every Monday 
5rt0p.HL every Monday 
730 a.m. eaoy Sunday 
Arr. AjamM SflO p.a. every Steday 

market prices 

^ppemowcrprkx in Bis per kg. 

Apple 7001400 

owana 680 

Banana (Mukammar) .. ... 620 

g bt ««e 160/ 100 

Caftot 240/140 

Cauliflower 120/60 

Cucumbers (large) 200/100 

Cuannbcrs(HMH) 420 / 300 

958Ptant 28(y 180 

840/500 

Grape Fruit 280/180 

300/ ISO 

M«*t>w{taigc) 150/100 

Marrow (small) 320 / 200 

Omonfween) 3Sy2DQ 

(dry) 340/200 

Orange 700/500 

Pfeppcrftot) 740/500 

Pepper (street) 350 / 250 

Potato 30V 200 

Radish 160/100 

Spinach J3VtOO[ 

String Beans 820/400) 

Tomato 32V150 1 
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EC to establish tourism 
marketing fund to promote 
Mideast abroad 


By Cathy King 

Special to the Jordan Times 

,jjk{MAN — A marketing Fund is 
I0 be established with the assist- 
ance of donor countries to prom- 
ote the tourism sector of the 
Middle East region abroad. 
Ministry of Tourism official Di- 
anne Juiadb said Wednesday. 

“We need to promote the 
perception of the region worl- 
dwide, to develop an image of 
peace,” said Ms. iChatib. 

On the third and final day of a 
ihree-day Middle East-Europe 
tourism workshop, Ms. Khatib 
told the Jordan Times that to 
change negative perceptions of 
the Middle East, a promotional 
project needed to be launched. 

“The EC (European Commis- 
sion) wQl set up the marketing 
fond, and as a partner in it, the 
EC will approach other donor 
nations to contribute,” she said, 
adding that the fund wQl also be 
supported by the regional parties 
including their public and private 
sectors. 

The workshop, held in Aqaba, 
was attended by government 
officials and tourism industry 
employees from Jordan, Egypt, 
Israel and the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA), as well as tour 
operators from 70 European 
countries. 

The initiative for the workshop 
was borne by the EC which 
sponsored it, and organised it in 
cooperation with the Jordanian 

f ovemment and the Ministry of 
ourism. 

In an address at the opening 
session, the head of the EC 
delegation in Amman, Yves 
Gazzo, reminded participants 
that this workshop originated 
from the action plan derived 
frbm the regional economic de- 
velopment working group meet- 
ing in Copenhagen in November 

Mr. Gazzo underlined the 
need for comprehensive develop- 
ment of the tourism sector, in- 
ducting the public and private 
sectors. ”... Concerted action 
between the public and private 
sectors would be essential in 
order to make optimum use of 
existing 'and forthcoming re- 
sources,” Mr. Gazzo recom- 
mended. 

In his conducting remarks be 
said that tourism should play an 
important role in the building of 
the peace process. Tourism, Mr. 
Gazzo said, should complement 
a comprehensive strategy for the 


region which should aim at in- 
creasing the size of productive 
investment. 

The four principal themes of 
the workshop were: the Middle 
East in a global market; the role 
of government; standards of ser- 
vice and European customer ex- 
pectations; and Europe-Middle 
East cooperation. 

Kb. Khatib said that the re- 
gional representatives had asked 
'the EC lor a down payment to 
start-up the project. The project, 
she explained, needs to be acti- 
vated immediately in preparation 
for the next tourist season begin- 
ning in autumn. 

A consensus was achieved re- 
garding the standardisation of 
taxation applicable to tourists 
visiting the four countries, Ms. 
Khatib said. 

It was also suggested the stan- 
dardisation should envelope reg- 
ulations on travel between the 
four destinations, services avail- 
able and levels of hygiene, she 
added. 

To maintain the tourism indus- 
try it was agreed, Ms. Khatib 
said, that man-power and train- 
ing levels needed to be raised. 

The sustainability of tourism 
rests on the balance of tourist 
flow versus the preservation of 
heritage and public participation, 
she said. 

“It is important not to separate 
local communities from touristic 
sites since development necessi- 
tates their participation,” Ms. 
Khatib told the Jordan Times. 

She cited Waid Rum as an 
example where a corporation 
allowed inhabitants of the area to 
hold shares in its development. 

The importance of the prevail- 
ing peace to enable tourism to 
flourish was underlined by the 
fact that Greece alone receives 
about nine million tourists per 
year which is more than the four 
regional parties together, Ms. 
Khatib said. 

Given the historic and soda] 
links and geographic proximity 
of Jordan. Egypt, Israel and the 
occupied territories, Ms. Khatib 
said, it is of “vital importance” 
that dialogue and cooperation 
exist between -them. 

The workshop was attended by 
around 70 delegates and speak- 
ers and marked a historic event 
for tourism in the Middle East, 
said the EC delegates, who 
added that interaction during the 
workshop was a further step for- 
ward in the implementation of 
the peace process. 


Lecture to explore new 
small business concept 


■' TX'Tiin. &' By Rana Hnssemi 

: J p E k lcl | Special to the Jordan Times 

~ ' ‘ ' ' ;<t ! AMMAN — A new concept 

■\pr Hipc inhlsd 10 heI P dcvc, °P women’s 

3c: C?es inoiasi small business enterprises 

. will be the focus of a one-day 

ri . .L.'IaJ, lectnre held Thmsday enti- 

’• " “ , tied 'industrial incubators'' 

• „ h r! ax the Amman Chamber of 

- L . - ■ vr ‘V' ’t' Commerce. 

• i The idea behind this lec- 

• r • r J ■ * L ^ ^ tore, said Hind Abdul Jaber, 

‘ ~ - •• - • ‘ president of the Business and 

Tiits jr. zm‘ Professional Women's Club 

?«?. (BPWC), an organiser of the 

- "" ''j* lecture, is to discuss the pos- 

- . ... r. ; ability of having a group of 

women with small enter- 

prises, benefit from working 

od industrialised machinery. 

“Instead of having women 
purchase costly equipment 
» ppnj i 8 % ■ for their small businesses, we 
* * _ 15 J ' \ will discuss the possibility of 

/fT? f having groups of women be- 

‘ - s * a nefitting from the same 

equipment,” in one place — 
thus the term industrial in- 
C' ~ ]nS cubators — Ms. Abdul Jaber 

• ' told die Jordan limes. 

n According to Ms. Abdul 

Jaber, industrial incubators 
t axe successfully used in 

Europe and the United 
^ States, “and we wfl] try to 
| come up with a clear view of 

. . ~ the possibilities of succeeding 

- I in Jordan.” 

“Our aim is tfr decrease 
. | poverty and unemployment 

2 ,. Ill 1 among women, ana we be- 

‘ I lieve this programme will 

j help accomplish our goals,” 

| Ms. Abdul Jaber added, 

j The lecture, which is also 
^ organised by the United Na- 

— tions Development Fund for 
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and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), will 
be followed by a three-day- 
workshop entitled “streng- 
thening institutions for de-. 
velopment of women's enter- 
prises.” 

According to Zohra 
Merabet, regiona l pro gram- 
me advisor for UNIFEM, the 
lecture and the workshop are 
inter-related. 

UNIFEM is working on 
two lines, Ms. Merabet said. 
One, she said, is very broad, 
with projects to strengthen 
institutions and training em- 
ployees. The other, she 
added, is focused directly on 
working with women entrep- 
reneurs and providing them 
with a ssista nce to get started. 

“UNIFEM will help the 
BPWC organise and plan 
their industrial incubator pro- 
ject,” said Ms. Merabet, 
adding that “the workshop 
will focus on broad issues 
which will concern all sectors 
which influence and concern 
enterprises,” Ms. Merabet 
told the Jordan Times. 

The workshop, which will 
begin on Saturday at the 
Inter-Continental Hotel, wQl 
be attended by 20 representa- 
tives of ministries, banks, and 
non-governmental organisa- 
tions (NG Os). 

UNIFEM, created as a re- 
sult of the Internationa! Con- 
ference on Women in Mexico 
City ion 1975 and established 
in 1976 by the United Nations 
as a volunteer fund, provides 
direct technical and financial 
support to programmes that 
promote women and improve 
the quality of life for all. 


uons Devel opme nt runa tor support to programmes mat 
Women (UNlFEM) in coor- promote women and improve 
dination with the Economic the quality of life for all. 

Italian- Arab commerce group 
to help on joint projects 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The head 
of a delegation from the 
Italian-Arab Chamber of 
Commerce Georgio Marini 
told the Federation of Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Commerce 
(ETCC) Wednesday that the 
kalian chamber was ready to 
extend assist ance to Jordan 
to help it conduct studies and 
prepare for projects that 
could be carried out in the 
Kingdom by the Italian and 
Jordanian business communi- 
ties. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Federation Chairman Haidar 
Morad, Mr. Marini said the 
kalian chamber appreciates 
Jordan's endeavours to 
promote trade with Italy and 
to promote investment m va- 
rious sectors. 

He said that the Italian 
chamber hopes to extend 
technical assistance for form- 


ing joint companies benefit- 
ing the Kingdom. 

Mr. Murad highlighted the 
need to adjust the balance of 
trade between Italy and Jor- 
dan which is heavily in favour 
of Italy. 

Jordan's imports from Italy 
amounted to $151 million in 
the first nine months of 1994, 
compared with $10 milli on 
worth of Jordan's exports to 
Italy, according to federation 
sources. 

Emphasising Jordan's need 
for Italian assistance to con- 
duct investment projects and 
deal with the consequences of 
the Gulf crisis, Mr. Murad 
said Italy enjoys a proven 
record of technological ex- 
pertise and know-how and is 
an economic and technologic- 
al world power from which 
Jordan can benefit a great 
deal. 


IAF deputy, minister clash as lawmakers urge restraint 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament 
Wednesday witnessed a he- 
ated argument between Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) De- 
puty Abdul Munem Abu 
Zant and Minister of Awqafr 
and Islamic Affairs Abdul 
Saiam A1 Abbadi during 
which harsh terms were ex- 
changed. Those terms found 
to be improper were stricken 
from the record. 

The dispute arose when 
Sheikh Abu Zant demanded 
that the minister provide the 
House with a full list of 
names of Friday mosque 
preachers, dates of their 
appointments by the Ministry 
of Awqaf and the names of 
all retired preachers. 

In reply. Dr. Abbadi said 
he had already answered 
similar questions put to. him 


by House members, but that 
he could not proride an im- 
mediate reply to Sheikh Abu 
Zant's querry because it 
would take a great deal of 
detailed work at the ministry. 

He said, however, that the 
ministry is preparing a cadre 
with files about all details to 
provide the required replies 
to the House at a later date. 

The minister questioned 
why the deputy was insisting 
that he provide the full names 
of preachers and asked 
whether Sheikh Abu Zam 
suspected that the Ministry of 
Awqaf was tampering with 
the names. 

He also questioned 
whether Sheikh Abu Zant's 
querry was pan of a cam- 
paign he was leading against 
the Ministry of Awqaf which 
started .in an earlier Parlia- 
ment session dedicated to the 
debate on the budget. 

In his reply to the minis- 


ter's statement, Deputy Abu 
Zant used improper terms, 
accusing the minister of being 
ignorant of the basics of the 
Arabic language and lacking 
knowledge of his ministry's 
internal statues. 

House Speaker Saad Srour 
interfered in the dispute and 
ordered that the abusive lan- 
guage be completely struck 
from the record and appealed 
to the minister and the depu- 
ty to comply with the norms 
and rules of Parliament. 

But Deputy Abu Zant con- 
tinued his attack, stating that 
a minister should not suspect 
the questions put to him by a 
representative of the people. 
He said it was the minister 
who has exceeded the norms 
by accusing a Parliament 
member of launching a hos- 
tile campaign against the 
Ministry of Awqaf. 

Furthermore the deputy 
said that some of the 


preachers who were 
appointed by tbe minister 
were imploring God to be 
merciful to the Jews — “the 
killers of all God's emissaries 
and prophets.” according to 
the deputy. 

Deputy Abu Zant was sup- 
ported by another IAF mem- 
ber, Deputy Mohammad 
Oweida. who claimed that his 
colleague’s improper terms 
were used in reply to the 
minister’s “repugnant lan- 
guage.” 

A third deputy, Moham- 
mad Daoudieh accused both 
tbe minister and the deputy 
of resorting to expletives and 
called for calm. 

Abdullah Akaileh, another 
IAF deputy- urged Sheikh 
Abu Zant to respect the 
House rules and avoid using 
abusive behaviour. 

Later in the session. Fi- 
nance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh replied to a question 




Abdul Kftlam A! Abbadi Abdul Munem Abu Zant 


about Jordanian lands in the 
Bakoura and Ghamr districts 
which were occupied by 
Israel and returned under the 
peace treaty signed in Octo- 
ber last year. 

He said that under the 
treaty, the 830 dunums in 


Bakoura and 1,350 dunums 
in Ghamr will be leased to 
the Israelis for 25 years, but 
tbe Jordanian government 
was not receiving payment ir. 
return. After 25 years these 
lands will be returned to the 
Kingdom, said the minister. 
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Bomb blasts 
rock Dhaka 


DHAKA (AFP) — Bomb 
blasts rocked Dhaka 
Wednesday on the second 
day of a nationwide strike 
called by the opposition, 
coinciding with a conference 
on international investment 
in Bangladesh. 

The blasts, apparently 
caused by crude devices, 
were reported from near the 
forum's venue and the down- 
town areas of Motijheel and 
Mirpur. There were no im- 
mediate reports of any 
casualties. 

Militant picketers marched 
through main streets shouting 
"Action, action, direct ac- 
tion" with riot police follow- 
ing them in trucks or on foot. 

Schools, shops and 
businesses were shut and 
vehicles, except for pedicabs. 
stayed off the streets here 
and in the southeastern port 
city of Chittagong. 

Tension was ■ palpable on 
the road between Bang- 
ladeshi Prime Minister 
Khaleda Zia’s office and the 
Songargaon Hotel, the venue 
for the Euromoney Interna- 
tional Investor's Confemece. 
The meeting, which drew 700 
participants, was in its final 
day Wednesday. 

Security sources said rein- 
forcements were deployed in 
the area Wednesday after a 
powerful homemade bomb 
was hurled Tuesday at Ms. 


Zia’s motorcade as she 
travelled from the conference 
to her office. The bomb did 
not hit any of the cars in the 
convoy. 

The sources said eight sus- 
pects, including two women, 
were charged with carrying 
explosives or detained under 
the tough Special Powers Act 
of 1974, under which police 
can hold suspects for 120 days 
without filing specific 
charges. 

“A probe has been 
ordered, as VIPs only move 
after complete security clear- 
ance," one source said. 

Witnesses said those 
arrested were picked up at a 
procession of the main 
opposition group, the Awami 
League (AL). 

Fifty people, including two 
senior AL leaders, were in- 
jured in police ' action and 
bomb blasts elsewhere after 
Tuesday's half-day general 
strike. 

Ms. Zia's press secretary 
said the bomb attack was 
"not an attempt on the pre- 
mier's life, but just a political 
stunt.” 

The premier left Dhaka 
Wednesday for a two-day trip 
to Sri Lanka in her capacity 
as the chairwoman of the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC), which also in- 
cludes Bhutan. India, the 
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Police run for cover on Tuesday as smoke engulfs the area 
after a powerful home-made bomb burst as Ban gla d esh 
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's motorcade passed dining an 
opposition half-day anti-inflation general strike (AFP photo) 

Maldives. Nepal and Pakis- free-market economy -de- 


tan. 

Senior opposition figures 
denied that the timing of the 
strikes — the latest in'a series 
called by the opposition — 
was aimed at sapping inves- 
tors' confidence in Bang- 
ladesh, thus opening an eco- 
nomic front in their 10- 
month-old campaign. 

The opposition has come 
under fire from the business 
community for calling the 
stoppages. 

"Strikes are our political 
culture... Making investment 
does not depend on such 
culture." s^id Moudud 
Ahmad, a former Bangladesh 
vice-president under the 
Jatiya Party (JP). 

Tofael Ahmad, senior AL 
policymaker, added: “A 


pends on a stable political 
environment, which calls for 
a consensus between the gov- 
ernment and opposition on 
common issues.” 

Police escorted ministers 
and guests to the venue of the 
conference. 

Sheikh Hasina Wajed, the 
AL chief, said Tuesday's 
strike sought to protest 
againsL an unusual increase in 
the price of consumer goods 
ahead of the Muslim fasting 
month of Ramadan, which 
starts in February. 

The daytime fasts are often 
followed by night-time feasts, 
and much food is consumed 
during the month. 

Wednesday’s strike, she 
said, was to ensure citizens's vot- 
ing rights. 
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Bosnian army boycotts meeting 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — The Bosnian army, charging lack of 
progress in cementing a four-month truce, has refused to 
meet Serb officers here, a U.N. spokesman said Wednes- 
day, describing just one of the difficulties awaiting the new 
U.N. Bosnia commander. Officials from a five-nation 
"contact group,” trying to get Bosnia peace negotiations on 
the rails again meanwhile ended their latest mission, 
acknowledging they had failed to win Serb backing for their 
plan. U.N. military spokesman Gary Coward said senior 
officers from the mainly Muslim army were due to meet 
Thursday at Sarajevo airport with Serb counterparts to 
discuss implementing a cessation of hostilities agreement 
signed under U.N. auspices Dec. 31. But the session, a 
routine meeting of a central joint military commission, has 
been postponed until Feb. 2, Mr. Coward said, adding that 
U.N. authorities did not know how long the Bosnian 
protest would last 

Simpson man with two faces — prosecutor 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A prosecutor opened the murder 
case against O.J. Simpson Tuesday, saying that beneath his 
admired image as an athlete and actor was a jealous 
batterer who killed his ex-wife out of jealousy because "he 
couldn't have her.” Deputy District Attorney Christopher 
Darden described the jealous, ugly "other side” of an 
American icon as opening statements got under way in one 
of the most sensational murder trials in U.S. history. “The 
answer will be dear to you as well." Mr. Darden said, as he 
focused on the motive for the slayings. "The answer to the 
question is yes. O.J. Simpson murdered Nicole Brown and 
Ronald Goldman." Prosecutor Marcia Dark, who shared 
the prosecution statement with Mr. Darden, said there was 
an hour and ten minutes on the night of the murders during 
which Mr. Simpson's whereabouts were not accounted-for, 
and said testimony would show that the defendant "was in 
an ugly mood, morose, depressed and clearly fixated on his 
wife." 

Yeltsin marks Auschwitz 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
Wednesday marked the Auschwitz death camp liberation 
50 years ago by formally rehabilitating millions of gulag 
prisoners. He acted to clear by official decree the names of 
Russians thrown into Soviet prison camps after World War 
II, ITAR-TASS news agency said. Russian froops liberated 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, symbol of the Nazi holocaust against 
the Jews. Jan. 27, 1945. But at home. Russian civilians and 
freed prisoners of war returning from camps in Germany 
and German-occupied Europe were branded as collabor- 
ators and spies by Soviet dictator Josef Stalin. They were 
incarcerated in the Soviet gulag system of prison camps. 
Many died after spending years in brutal conditions. 


2 deaths send Zimbabwe doctor to jail 

HARARE (R) — A white Zimbabwean doctor at the 
centre of a race uproar over accusations he experimented 
on blacks was ordered Wednesday to spend six months in 
prison at hard labour for causing the deaths of two patients. 
Richard Gladwell McGown. 58, an anaesthetist of Scottish 
descent, appeared shcoked as high court judge Paddington 
Garwe said he had been negligent, especially in "the 
treatment of a 20-month-old boy who died hours after a 
circumcision. The boy was given heavier-than-normal dose 
or morphine and was discharged immediately after the 
operation. 

Court rejects Bhutto’s appeal 

KARACHI (AFP) — A special court judge trying Murtaza 
Bhutto, the estranged brother of Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto, an terrorism charges dismissed his appeal 
for an acquittal here Wednesday. Justice Ghuiam Ali W. 
Shaikh said the hearing was in its final phase, commenting 
that the acquittal request had been "moved at a belated 
stage.” Lawyers for the premier's estranged brother said 
the appeal was based on the failure of the prosecution to 
prove its charges. Murtaza and 19 others are being tried for 


their alleged participation in a gun battle on the high seas in 
1992 between a Pakistani naval patrol and suspected 
terrorists who were believed to belong to Murtaza’s A1 
Zulfikar Organisation (AZO). 


Future of Collenette in doubt 

OTTAWA (AFP) — The scandal around a bunch of racist 
thugs in Canada's most elite regiment made more waves 
Tuesday with doubts being expressed over the future of the 
country's top soldier. Defence Minister David Collenette 
announced Monday he was disbanding the Canadian 
Airborne Regiment following publication of a videotape 
showing Airborne paratroopers making racist remarks 
about Somalis while the Canadians were on peacekeeping 
duties in Somalia. Another videotape showed a hazing of 
recruits at the Airborne's headquarters in Petawawa. 
Ontario, in which the recruits were forced — among other 
things — to eat human faeces, vomit and urine-drenched 
bread. 

British frigate, German sub, collide 

LONDON (AFP) — A Royal Navy frigate and a German 
submarine collided in the English Channel on a nigh time 
joint exercise early Wednesday, causing minor damage, the 
Defence Ministry here said. The two vessels were taking 
part in a routine joint naval exercise and were able to 
return to the Portland naval base in southwest England 
without assistance, it added. 
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Rao acts against rival; 
opposition warns of split 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Indian Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao moved to 
tighten his grip on his Con- 
gress Party Wednesday after 
suspending his arch rival, but 
the opposition warned that 
the ruling party was poised to 
split. 

Mr. Rao. who moved 
against nemesis Arjun Singh 
Tuesday after putting up with 
four weeks of revolt, was 
planning to sack the influen- 
tial former minister from the 
Congress in a quick follow- 
up, party sources said. 

“The ground has been pre- 
pared for Arjun Singh’s ex- 
pulsion,” a source said, 
adding that the move was 
aimed at crushing dissent in 
the Congress and staving off 
any further challenges to 
Rao's leadership of the 109- 
year-old party. 

The Congress, desperate to 
regain its fast-eroding appeal 
across the country, insisted 
Wednesday that Arjun 
Singh's suspension by Rao, 
the Congress president, 
would not lead to a split in 
the faction-ridden ruling par- 
ty- 

"A majority of Congress- 
men have welcomed the ac- 
tion against Arjun Singh,” 
party spokesman Ved Pra- 
kash said. “Only a few dis- 
gruntled elements have 


Burmese 
army 
closes in 
on rebels 

BANGKOK (R) — Several 
thousand Karen civilians 
from Burma have fled to 
Thailand as Rangoon govern- 
ment forces closed in on the 
minority group's guerrilla 
headquarters on the border, 
guerrilla and Thai military 
sources said Wednesday. 

A Thai officer monitoring 
the situation said Burmese 
government troops were con- 
tinuing a heavy artillery bom- 
bardment of Karen positions 
around their Manerplaw 
headquarters. 

Burmese troops have cross 
the Salween River. Maner- 

S 'aw’s last major line of de- 
nee to the west, and fight- 
ing was taking place along a 
ridgeline above the rebel 
headquarters, a senior guer- 
rilla source said. 

Government forces had 
also made significant adv- 
ances from both the south 
and the north towards the 
Karen National Union 
(KNU) headquarters. 

More than 2.000 civilians 
and wounded guerrillas have 
crossed the border river Moie 
to Thailand since last week 
when Burmese troops began 
what may be their final push 
on Maneiplaw. 

“The situation is getting 
bad. We have been forced to 
relocate a field hospital to the 
Thai side of the river." said a 
Karen guerrilla source 
The KNU. in a statement 
dated Tuesday, confirmed 
that the government troops 
had attacked and seized im- 
portant positions around 
their headquarters. 

“The military situation 
continues to become more 
tense ... in recent days the 
SLORC troops have occu- 
pied key positions along the 
Salween River." the KNU 
said, referring to the Ran- 
goon Junta, fee State Law 
and Order Restoration Coun- 


raised their voices against it. 

“There is no question of 
any split,” he added. 

But the simmering rebel- 
lion against Mr. Rao's falter- 
ing leadership refused to die 
down, and opposition par- 
ties, gloating over the turmoil 
in the Congress, said the rul- 
ing party would break up. 

“The Congress is now a 
divided house, heading to- 
wards a split," said Murii 
Manohar Joshi, former presi- 
dent of the Hindu-revivalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party, the 
country’s main opposition 
group. 

“No one can stop the Con- 
gress from breaking up,” said 
Ram Vilas Paswan. a leader 
of the centrist People's Party. 
Added George Fernandes, 
another centrist MP: “The 
Congress is on the threshold 
of a split.” 

Prakash Karat, a commun- 
ist leader, said the suspension 
of Arjun Singh by Rao would 
“further intensify the crisis in 
the Congress" triggered by its 
election rout in two key 
southern states last month. 

Aijun Singh, since quitting 
as human resources develop- 
ment minister Dec. 24, has 
blamed Mr. Rao for the Con- 
gress washout in the Decem- 
ber ballot, accusing him of 
condoning corruption and of 
failing to build up the party. 


Muslims refuse to support 
Congress 

Meanwhile, Reuters re- 
ported that Muslims, who feel 
betrayed by India's ruling 
Congress Party, have vowed 
to take revenge during next 
month’s five state assembly 
polls by switching crucial sup- 
port to other parties. 

The agency quoted! 
analysts as saying feelings 
were running high in the na- 
tion's Muslim community, j 
which totals about 120 mil- 
lion in a nation of 900 mil- . 
lion, two years after the Con- 
gress government failed to 
stop Hindu zealots de- 
molishing a 40C-year-old 
mosque. 

The attack sparked off 
countrywide communal riots 
in which over 2.000 people 
were killed. 

Muslims felt betrayed by 
the mosque's destruction, in 
spite of numerous assurances 
from the Congress Party the 
shrine would be adequately 
protected. Many Hindus be- 
lieve that the Mosque stood 
on the birthplace of the god 
Ram. 

Muslims were hardest- hit 
in the riots that followed. 
Many saw their homes and 
livelihoods destroyed, while 
others felt they were the vic- 
tims of police brutality. 


S. Korea proposes 
resuming Korean talks 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea Wednesday proposed 
resuming inter-Korean talks, 
partially accepting a Pyon- 
gyang proposal for joint 
celebrations in August to 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
Korea's liberation from 
Japanese rule. 

“We propose that the two 
sides hold talks among re- 
sponsible authorities to dis- 
cuss pending issues, including 
the joint celebration of the 
50th Liberation Day,” Vice 
Unification Minister Song 
Yong-Dae said in a state- 
ment. 

“We (the two Koreas) 
have to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the division of 
Korea by ending confronta- 
tion and animosity and open- 
ing a new era of" peace and 
unification,” Mr. Song said. 

Mr. Song suggested each 
side send a three-member de- 
legation headed by a vice 
minister for the proposed 
calks. 

"The sooner the vice 
minister-level talks are held, 
the better.” he said. 

The proposal was a reac- 
tion to the North's offer late 
Tuesday that the two sides 
hold a national conference to 
celebrate the anniversary of 
Korea’s liberation from 
Japanese colonial rule Aug. 
15 and discuss ways of nation- 
al unification. 

Kim Yong-Sun. chairman 
of the Reunification Policy 
Committee of the North’s 
Supreme People's Assembly, 
proposed that various politic- 
al parties, social groups and 
all walks of life of both sides 
should attend the “grand 
national conference" in 
Pyongyang. 

Bui Kim Yong-Sun. a 
known confident of Kim II- 
Suna’s son and successor Kim 
Jong-11, pointedly omitted re- 
ference to the Southern gov- 
ernment as a dialogue part- 
ner in the proposal, which fee 
North's official media said 
was outlined in a report to a 
joint meeting of political and 
social groups in Pyongyang. 

Mr. Song, of the South. 


BSAlHiAS 


said the North's proposed 
agenda on unification was 
merely a hackneyed prop- 
aganda ploy for a united front 

— a marriage of convenience 
with centrists and moderates 
before moving on to a dicta- 
torship of the proletariat. 

“It's a firm policy for us 
that we don't accept the 
North's proposal for a nation- 
al conference, which is based 
on a United Front ploy,” Mr. 
Song told journalists. 

The Pyongyang proposal 
was a first since Kim Il-Sung 
died July 8. apparently from 
a heart attack. 

His demise scuttled the 
first presidential talks be- 
tween the two Koreas, and I 
inter-Korean ties slid back to I 
cold war animosity. 

U.S. defends N. Korea i 

pact ; 

In Washington, Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 
in his first testimony before 
the new Republican-led con- 
gress. Tuesday defended a 
landmark nudear accord with 
North Korea and expressed 
confidence any cheating will 
be detected. 

“The burden of upfront 
performance falls on North 
Korea, not the United 
States.” he told the Senate 
foreign relations committee, 
adding that the agreement is 
structured so that “we are not 
disadvantaged in any signifi- 
cant way if (North Korea) 
reneges on its commitments 

— at any time.” 

Mr. Christopher said im- 
plementation of the accord, 
signed with Pyongyang last 
Oct. 21. is proceeding 
smoothly but “we are confi- 
dent about our abilitv to de- 
termine if the North is cheat- 
ing.” 

Under the agreement. 
North Korea agreed to halt 
and eventually dismantle its 
nuclear programme in return 
for an estimated S4.5 billion 
package of new nuclear tech- 
nology and alternative energy 
supplies. 
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Welcome 


The guests of His Majesty King Hussein and Her Majesty Queen Nour 

Their Imperial Highnesses * 

Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Crown Princess Masako of Japan 

and wish them best stay in their second country Jordan 
to strengthen friendship and cooperation links 
between our two friendly countries. 
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Finns smoke least 
in Europe— study 

HELSINKI (AFP) — Finns 
smoke less than the citizens 
of any other European coun- 
try, according to a study by 
the Finnish Cancer Founda- 
tion published Wednesday. 
The study showed that 27 per 
cent of men and 19 per cent 
of women in Finland smoke. 
By comparison, the study 
showed that 42 per cent of 
men and 28 per cent of 
women smoked in the 12 
countries that made up the 
European Union (EU) prior 
to Jan. 1. 1995. At bast 35 
per cent of men smoke in 
each of the 12 EU countries, 
while Portugal is the only 
country where women smoke 
less than in Finaland. Women 
also smoke less in the 15 to 24 
years age group. Among 
Finns in that category, 26 per 
cent of men and 22 per cent 
of women smoke. The corres- 
ponding figure in the 12 EU 
countries is 42 and 36 pet 
cent respectively, the study 
said. 

Belgians, 
Japanese, 
Americans win 
pastry 
competition 

LYON, France (AP) — En- 
tering chocolate confections 
and desserts from their 
homeland, a team of Belgian 
chefs has won the World Pas- 
try Cup competition, fol- 
lowed by Japan and the Un- 
ited States. Belgian's Pierre 
Marco Uni, Rike de Baere and 
Johnny de Neef took top 
bonours Monday in the two- 
day competition for their 
chocolate creation featuring 
three figures in flight. A 
chocolate-based ice cream 
desert and a selection of 
sweets native to Belgium were 
also among their entries. The 
pastry team will receive a 
special trophy sculpted by 
artist Antoine Amaud and - 
prize money of 9,000 Euro- 
pean ECUs ($7,200). Follow- 
ing the Belgians in second 
place was the Japanese team 
of Tadshi Yanagi. Taibei 
Oikawa, and Junishi Goto. 
The American team of < 
Donald Wressel. Kurt Wal- 
rath, and Joe Decker took 
third. They will receive 6,000 
ECUs ($4,800) and 3,000 
ECUs ($2,400) respectively... 
Fifteen countries paroripated 
in the event, held every two 
years. The participating chefru 
were chosen by their national 
culinary organisations. 
France has usually won the 
prize, although Japan took , 
the honour in 1991. 

Condom most 
popular item on S. 
Korean shy 
shopping list 

SEOUL (AFP) — Koreans 
are taking advantage of the ■ 
privacy offered by computer ; 
home-shopping networks to 1 
avoid the embarassment of 
asking for condoms in public, 
a department store survey ‘ 
showed Wednesday. The sur- ■ 
vey by the Shinsegae Depart- j 
ment store in Seoul from i 
October through December 
found that a set of 120 con- 
doms worth $36 was the most 
popular item on South 
Korea's “home shopping” list 
made through computer net- j 
works. “Computer home ] 
shopping is catching on here i 
due to many convenient j 
aspects,” said a saleswoman j 
at the communications sales j 
division. She said the home U 
shopping ensured anonymity 
in purchasing embarrasing 
products such as condoms 
and also provided convenient 
automatic settlements j j 
through customers' banking 
accounts. 
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Clinton shows he can bend with political wind IDini wins confidence vote 


Washington (afp) — 

President Bill Clinton, show- 
ing he can bend with the new 
political wind, took np the 
Republican challenge to re- 
vamp government while vow- 
ing to defend his past 
achievements, in a mid-term 
speech aimed at winning back 
voter support 

“Our job is to get rid of 
yesterday's government ... 
and we ought to do it 
together,” Mr. CJinron said 
late Tuesday in the first State 
of Republican-controlled 
(Congress in 40 years. 

He called for a new “social 
compact” to change the Un- 
ited States that largely mir- 
rored the “Contract with 
America” Republicans have 
been poshing through Con- 
gress since their stunning 
November electoral victory. 

“We must have dramatic 


change in our economy, in 
our government an in 
ourselves,” Mr. Clinton said. 

In an almost hour-and-a- 
half-iong discourse, televised 
live nationwide, Mr. Clinton 
focused on domestic issues, 
seeking to take back the poli- 
cy initiative from the Repub- 
licans and lay down a prog- 
ramme for the remaining two 
years of his mandate. 

Mr. Clinton took a con- 
ciliatory tone, trying to iden- 
tify common ground with the 
Republicans, and win back 
the support of toe middle 
class whose mass defection 
cost his Democratic Party the 
November election. 

He pledged tax cuts, $130 
billion in budget cuts and 


more reductions in the 
budget deficit, something toe 
Republicans have pledged is 
thor Contract for America. 

New Jersey Governor 
Oiristme Whitman, giving 
the Republican response to 
Mr. CUn ton’s speech, chal- 
lenged Clinton to deliver toe 
changes e^oused by her party. 

“At to n es tonight, some of 
toe president's ideas sounded 
pretty Republican," Ms. 
Whitman said. 

But “toe foot remains that 
be has been opposed to the 
balanced budget (constitu- 
tional) amendment” prop- 
osed by the Republicans to 
prevent future increase in toe 
budget deficit. 

And Senate Republican 
leader Bob Dole said that 
“the more important and 
most powerful message re- 
mains the one toe American 
people delivered in Novem- 


The speech was inter- 
rupted more than 90 times by 
applause from both parties, 
althugh some Republican 
lawmakers left before its con- 
clusion. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCuny said later that 
Clinton was pleased with the 
reception he was given, quot- 
ing him as saying: “I had no. 
idea the Republicans would be 
so gracious.” 

House Majority leader 
Dick Artney suggested that 
Clinton had expressed direct 
or indirect support for seven 
of the 10 points in the Repub- 
licans contract. 

“If imitation is the sh- 
eerest form of flattery, on 


behalf of all Republicans, f 
thank the president for bis 
compliment,” said Republi- 
can Representative for Ohio 
John Bohner. 

Democrats disagreed. “It 
was not a me-too speech,” 
said Democratic Representa- 
tive for California Maxine 
Waters. 

Clinton promised a crack- 
down on illegal immigration, 
a favourite Republican cause, 
and called for action to deal 
with “our most serious soda! 
problem," teenage pregnan- 
cy- 

But in addition to the 
promises, and a list of his 
achievements over the past 
two yearn, Clinton acknow- 
ledged his failures, saying 
that “I have made my mis- 
takes and learned again the 
importance of humility in all 
human endeavour.” 

The U.S. president in par- 
ticular noted toe failure of his 
health reform programme. 

But while some of what 
Mr. Clinton bad to say 
brought the Republicans to 
their feet to applaud, toe 
president also made it clear 
that he was not about to 
abandon bis own policy agen- 
da entirely 

A CNN-USA Today- 
Gaflup poll taken before and 
after the speech showed an 
increase in Clinton’s 
approval rating,' with those 
believing he was leading the 
country in the right direction 
going from 34 per cent to 83, 
and those believing be was 
successful at resolving prob- 
lems rising from 54 per cent 
to 66 per cent. 


Excerpts from Union Address 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Following are excerpts from 
President Clinton’s annual State of toe Union Address 
Tuesday. 

On immigration: 

“This is a nation of immigrants. Bat it is also a nation of 
law. And it is wrong, ami ultimately self-defeating, for a 
nation of immigrants to permit toe kind of abuse of our 
immigration laws we have seen in recent years.” 

On health care: 

“Last year, we bit off more than we could chew. This 
year, let's work together, step by step, and get something 
done." 

On the ban against assault-type weapons: 

“These people laid down their seats in Congress to try to 
keep more police and children from laying down their lives 
in our streets under a hail of assalt weapons’ bullets. And I 
will not see that ban repealed.” 

On terrorism: 

“As toe cowards who bombed the World Trade Centre 
can testify, toe United States will hunt down terrorists and 
bring them to justice.” 

On raising the nation’s minim am wage: 

“The weight of evidence is that a modest increase does 
not cost jobs and may even lure people into the job market. 
But the plain fact is yon can’t make a living on $4.25 an 
hour.” 

On tax cuts: 

“I know a lot of you have your own ideas about tax 
relief. I want to work with you. My test for any proposal is: 
“Will it create jobs and raise incomes .... strengthen 
families ... shrink the underclass? Is it paid for? If it does, I 
will support it. If if doesn’t, I will oppose it.” 

On American security concerns: 

“A lot of people think that toe security concerns of 
America today are entirely internal to our borders. They 
relate to the security of our jobs, and our homes, and our 
incomes, and our children, our stree ts , our health and 
protecting those borders. Now that the cold war is past, it's 
tempting to believe that all toe security issues with the 
possible exception of trade, reside here at home, but it’s 
not so. 


King Moshoeshoe of iMatriarch Rose laid to rest 


Lesotho retakes throne 


MASERU (AFP) — 
Lesotho’s King Moshoeshoe 
II Wednesday regained the 
throne he was ousted from 
five years ago, promising re- 
conciliation and peace after 
decades of political turbu- 
lence in the southern African 
kingdom. 

“We will go back to the 
i. unity that we knew beforee 
W this difficult period,” he 
promised some 10,000 cheer- 
ing supporters who witnessed 
the voluntary abdication of 
outgoing King Letsie in 
favour, erf his father. 

King Moshoeshoe was de- 
throned in 1990 and replaced 
by bis son by the then milit- 
ary rulers who accused the 


king of interfering in toe run- 
ning of the country. 

Mr. Letise, in turn, staged 
a royal coup last August, 
partly in a bid to have his 
•father regain the throne. 

The constitutional crisis 
was only resolved after the 
intervention of toe presidents 
of South Africa, Zimbabwe 
and Botswana who forced 
Mr. Letsie to reinstate the 
democratically-elected gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Ntsu MokhehJe. 

The crowd broke into wild 
cheers as a tearful father and 
son hugged after toe short 
ceremony before Chief Jus- 
tice Joseph Cheola. 


BOSTON (AFP) — The 
Kennedy family, which has 
known toe sorrow of burying 
many of its members cut 
down in their prime, bid 
farewell Tuesday to Rose, 
toe dan's 104-year-old mat- 
riarch. 

“Mother knew this day was 
coming, but she did not dread 
it. She accepted and even 
welcomed it, not as a leaving, 
but as a returning.” her only 
surviving son Senator Ed- 
ward Kennedy said in eulogy 
at the funeral service. 

“She has gone to God. She 
is borne. And at this moment, 
she is happily presiding at a 
heavenly table with both of 
her Joes, with Jack and Kath- 
leen, with Bobby and 
David,” he said recalling 


family members already de- 
parted. 

“She sustained us in the 
saddest time — by her faith in 
God, which was toe greatest 
gift she gave us — and by toe 
strength of her character, 
which was a combination of 
toe sweetest gentleness and 
the most tempered steel,” 
Mr. Kennedy added. 

About 100 people, includ- 
ing John Kennedy Junior, his 
sister Caroline, and film star 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who 
married into the family, 
attended the ceremony. 

The White House delega- 
tion to the funeral included 
Upper Gore, wife of Vice 
President A1 Gore. 

Roman Catholic Cardinal 
Bernard Law presided over 


the service and read a tele- 
gram of condolences Pope 
John Paul II sent. 

Ms. Kennedy, the mother 
of assassinated President 
John Kennedy, died Sunday 
of complications from 
pneumonia at the family 
compound in Hyannis Port, 
Massachusetts. 

Funeral services were held 
at Old SL Stephen's Church 
— where she had been bap- 
tised in 1890 — in Boston’s 
historic North End. 

The church is nestled in a 
mostly working class area of 
the city which harks back to 
toe family’s roots as Irish- 
Americam who rose from the 
backwaters of local politics to 
the most powerful offices in 
the world. 


ROME (AP) — Premier 
Lamberto Dini's non- 
partisan government won 
confirmation Wednesday in 
the Chamber of Deputies, 
thanks to the abstention of 
predecessor Silvio Berlusconi 
and his conservative allies in 
toe coitodence vote. 

The vote was 302 in favour 
ami 39 opposed, with 270 
abstentions. A simple major- . 
ity of 171 — or one more than 
toe number of depones vot- 
ing in toe lower parliamen- 
tary chamber — was needed 
to win. 

Leading toe support for toe 
new government of “technoc- 
rats" were Mr. Berlusconi's 
opponents when he was pre- 
mier, a centre-left coalition in 
the lower chamber of parlia- 
ment led by former commun- 
ists. 

Mr. Dini still faces a confi- 
dence vote in the tipper 
chamber, the Senate. That 
appointment was changed 
Wednesday from Jan. 31 to 
Feb. 1. 

The former central bank- 
er's prospects for success in 
that vote appeared good, as 
Mr. Berlusconi and other 
conservative leaders who led 
their deputies in abstaining in 
the chamber, indicated they - 
might do similarly in toe Sen- 
ate. 

Although toe chamber’s 
confirmation was widely ex- 
pected, the Italian lira streng- 
thened immediately against the 
benchmark German mark af- 
ter toe vote was announced 
by toe chamber’s president in 
a live transmission by Rai 
state TV. The mark fell to 
1,047.75 lire from 1,0949.05 
right after the vote. 

During toe weeks of poli- 
tical conflict prompting Mr. 
Berlusconi’s resignation Dec. 
22 and until Mr. Dini was 
tapped earlier this month to 
replace him, the lira set daily 
record lows against toe mark. 

Two hours before the vote, 
Mr. Dini made a last, but 
futile appeal to win Mr. Ber- 
lusconi’s backing for what is 
Italy's 54th postwar govern- 
ment. 

' However, with Berlusconi 
already assuring that his For- 
za Italia Party and right-wing 
allies would abstain, con- 
firmation of Mr. Dini seemed 
sealed. 

Mr. Dini was treasury 
minister in Mr. Berlusconi's 
conservative coalition, which 
collapsed after Umberto Bos- 
si, the leader of toe Northern 
League, a coalition partner. 
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pur fiimm t oe Toeaday to announce that lift party riDr 
support Lamberto Dim’s new g o vernment Za Wednesday’s 
vote of confidence ( AFPphoto) ■- 


joined former co mimmists in 
bringing no-confideoce ' mo-; 
tions against Mr. Berlusconi. 

Mr. Berlusconi, a media 
baron, crusaded for new elec- 
tions to give him a fresh. . 
infusion of support from vo- 
ters. . 

But Mr. Dini, chosen by 
President Oscar Luigi ScaK 
faro to lead a government of 
professors, former judges 
and other respected figures 
considered outside politics, 
steadfastly refused Mr. Ber-, 
lusconi's push to set an elec- 
tion date. 

Mr. Dini said be was perso- 
nally appealing to Mr. Ber- 
lusconi for support to help 
him cany out the nrgent 
goals he defined for his gov- 
ernment. 

The goals include reform- . 
ing Italy’s bloated pensions 
system, possible new taxes to 
trim a huge deficit; electoral' . 
reform; and anti-trust legisla- 
tion that would likely force 
Mr. Beriusconi fo give up one 
or more of his three private 
TV networks. 

Mr. Dim Ira "pledged [to 
resign as soon as toe reforms; 


•- are carried out, or if toejy. 
prove impossible to achieyjf- ‘ 

“•^rMr. Beriusconi ma 
dear. Wednesday that assuj^l 
- ance was not enongh to wm 
his forces’ vote of confidence^ ■ 
“Ours isn't a ‘no,' it’s an j 
distention, a -‘yes' with re--; 
servatkm,” Mr. BeriuscoS | 
said, referring to his Forza i 
Italia Party’s decision to at£ j 
stain in the confidence vote ' 
hat to bade Mr. Dini in par- ; 
.. liament on key legislation.:* ■ 
• Mr. Berlusconi, contends : 
that a non-political govern- \ 
..meat betrays the will of the .‘ 
voters, who gave trim and he ; 
conservative allies a clear ; 
.mandate in. parliamentary • 
elections last March after cot- ’ 
rqption scandals wrote the ; 
end to the long-ruling Christ- 
ian . Democrat and socialist : 
parties. ‘ 

/• Voting hi favour of Mzi ; 
Dim’s government were Mr, * 
Boss’s loyalists who have spfit • 
with die coalition,' while H, . 
league deputies who broke - 
with Mr. Bossi over the no- i 
■' confidence motions stock by ] 
Mr. Beriusconi in abstaining, i 
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Liberating potential is goal 

IN HIS policy statement to Parliament 
yesterday, Prime Minister Zeid Ben Shaker 
said that his government sees “democracy as 
an irreversible way of life ... a way of 
liberating creative potential to achieve prog- 
ress in all aspects of life.” In that 
framework, the Prime Minister strongly 
indicated, his cabinet would now go ahead 
and give life to a centre for freedom, 
democracy and human rights, the idea of 
which was broached back in 1993 by His 
Majesty King Hussein and the government of 
then-Prime Minister Sharif Zeid himself. 

We believe that the intended centre, once 
it assumes its responsibilities — and it is now 
for Parliament to make the centre’s mandate 
both comprehensive and practical — would 
contribute positively to enhancing the con- 
cepts of freedom, democracy and human 
rights. Let ns remember that concepts Bke 
decentralisation, the rule of law and free 
market economics are all devoid of meaning 
until h uman rights are respected, freedom is 
enshrined in all laws and democracy is frilly 
adhered to in our daily practices. 

Freedom, for example, requires minimum 
government intervention in people’s lives. 
This unfortunately has not been the case in 
Jordan. Successive governments aided by 
Parliaments have always sought, and still do, 
to regulate people’s lives and to interfere in 
every activity they do. Education, health and 
even a sizeable chunk of our trade have been 
either largely controlled by the public sector 
or totally regulated by it. 

On the other hand, the relationship be- 
tween soaring unemployment and higher 
education in the country has been awkward 
at best. Conventional wisdom would have us 
believe that a proliferation of universities 
would raise unemployment, but is it not true 
that more universities should immediately 
create thousands of job opportunities in 
certain sectors? 

What is so encouraging about the govern- 
ment’s statement yesterday is indeed its 
pledge to “liberate the people’s creative 
potential to achieve progress in all aspects of 
Hfe.” Yet what we need to realise is that 
people’s creative potential can only be re- 
leased through less government intervention 
and more interaction by the people in run- 
ning their affairs. Governments everywhere 
have proved time and again that no matter 
how efficient they are, they cannot outper- 
form citizens when the issue at stake is 
managing their everyday lives. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Wednesday said that the Arab 
negotiators with Israel, starting from the conference of 
1991 , have committed an error by overlooking the need of 
a working committee entrusted with the task of securing a 
nudear free zone in the Middle East. Ibrahim Ai Absi said 
that the negotiators ought to have insisted that such a 
committee be created, like those which deal with energy, 

economy, water etc., so that toe Arabs can be sore of a safe 
future and Israel’s nudear programmes can be placed 
under control. Noting that the Arabs would not be 
demanding that the United States force Israel to subject its 
nudear programme to inspection because such a request 
would not draw a positive response, the writer said that at 
If^ct the Arab states can back Egypt’s demands that Israel 
sign the nudear non-profiiferation treaty so, as to ensure 
tiSt the Middle East becomes a nudear free zone. The 
Arabs can also add this issue to the agenda of the 
multilateral phase of the ongoing peace pro cep and set a 
enedal committee to deal with the issue, added the writer. 

Seadd that unless Israel is made to comply with the Arab 
Dmitries’ demand, the Arabs will l not renew their commit- 
vEmt to the nudear Non-Profliferatton Treaty and will 

jJJJJJ, w work towards amassing nudear weapons to ensure 
their safety. 

Tin COMMENTING on Israel’s decision to separate the 
lands from Israel, Tatar Ai Adwan, a 
f SSnst in AI Dwstour said that the decision conldtead to 
SLnanent peace or a worsening of the situation, depend- 
1 iatemtfons. If the separation idea 
JJJLies ensuring security for the Israelis only, then such a 
would mean a siege on the Arabs who would 
JS^mientlv escalate their resistance activities ajpinst the 
SSmtionsairi *e writer. On the other hand, he said, if 
Sf^Siaration is geographical in. nature, leading ®> 
i of Arab demands for return to the pre-1967 

I'PSS!? the move would be a welcome development 
l it would mean stability and a step towards the 

SffoTlotig-awai^ Palestine state. 


The View from Academia 


Peace in Palestine: Rectifying faults, failing and follies 


ONE IS vexed, disappointed and even disillusioned with 
what is presently happening in Palestine at large: In Israel, 
in the occupied territories and the self-rule areas. Any- 
where you look, things appear quite messy. The news we 
hear or watch dally is more bad than good, peace between 
the Palestinians and Israel is moving in no dear direction 
and is at a deadly standstill, and the prospects of the bright 
future we have all been anticipating and praying for do not 
seem to be good in the least. 

The “signs of the times,” to quote Carlyle, are ominous, 
and the overall atmosphere is unhealthy. Even though I am 
generally an optimist and even though I still frrmly believe 
that the best of times may very well emerge out of the worst 
of times in ways that many of us may not be able to predict 
or understand, I must nonetheless admit that I was more 
hopeful a couple of years or even than a year ago that I am 
now. 

When the Palestinian seif-rule agreement with Israel was 
reached in Oslo in September 1999, I, like many in the 
region, thought the agreement was a step in the right 
direction. To be sure, there were reservations about it: 
Why Gaza and Jericho in particular (perhaps the two most 
depressed and impoverished Palestinian regions)? Why 
negotiate a secret deal in Oslo behind die backs of official 
Palestinian and Israeli teams already negotiating diligently 
and openly m Washington? Are not clandestine deals 
somewhat fishy and dubious? Why so many ambiguities in 
the test of toe accord? Why did not the Palestinians Insist 
on calling the occupied territories occupied territories? 
Why, why, why? 

Despite these reservations and many others, one felt the 
agreement was potentially positive and coustoctive. In fact, 
one could have easily turned the reservations against 
themselves and turned the tables against the sceptics and 
the critics. Gaza and Jericho (unlike what some would have 
us beKeve) are as important, fundamental and vital as any 
other Palestinian territory (with the dear exception of 
Jerusalem). The daim dial Israel does not want them (this 
is what we heard at the time) is remarkably short-sighted, 
to say the least. Could not the atmosphere prevailing 
throughout clandestine talks be more congenial to pro g ress 
and give and take than that prevailing throughtout highly 
publicised (and therefore highly tense and highly cautious) 
open meetings? Do not potitidans conduct most real 
business behind dosed doors? Can there ever be a lancuai 


of a mutual political agreement which is not inevitably 
ambiguous and fluid? Does not the successful implementa- 
tion of agreements depend largely on a genuine desire to 
implement, on good intentions, on goodwill, on coimnoa 
sense, on mutual respect, on a sense of fairness, on 
profound vision, on a sense of integrity, cm true c omi mt- 
ment? Since Oslo (and unlike in the far more pleasant and 
far more pleasing Jordanian-Israeli talks), there has not 
much genuine desire, many good intentions, modi good- 
will, much commonseose, etc. The point to stress here is 
that most of the reservations and criticism of the 
Paiestiman-Israeli deal I have heard so far are more 
pesuasive and intelligent when they address the conduct of 
Israeli and die PLO/PNA in the aftermath of Oslo than 
when they address the deal itself. 

The thing about Gaza-Jericho First, winch one appreci- 
ated most (and to some extent still does) stemmed from the 
fact that the agreement was an op port uni ty, a challenge 
and a test for both the Palestinians and Israel. How were 
the Palestinians (whose “sole” representative — die PLO 
— is largely untried as a governing body) to run their affairs 
and to govern themselves? How was toe PLO to transform 
itself from a revolutionary organisation into a government? 
What was the long-awaited Palestinian homeland (or 
nucleus of a homeland) to be like? What would toe 
relations between the Palestinians and Israelis be like? 
How was Israel to treat Gaza and Jericho? What spirit 
would Israel show in implementing the agreement and 
committing itself to the various promises and deadlines. 
Unfortunately, so far the opportunity has not been used 
properly, the challenge has not been lived up to, and the 


test has not been passed. 

Ironically, the best function or result of the Gaza-Jericho 
First so for (and the agreement has been most enlightening 
and instructive in this respect) lies in its exposure of both 
Israeli and Palestinian failings, faults and follies. Until 
now, the Palestinian Israeli sides have failed miserably 
not just in t ranslating the agreement into a tangible reality 
but also in with each other smoothly, foiriy and 

professionally. For this, thanks go (though ironically and 
perversly) to the Oslo agreement without which we would 
not have seen toe Israelis and Palestinians make foob of 
themselves in implementing toe agreement and waste a 
historic opportunity and breakthrough (so for). 

Has not the misery of the Palestinians increased since 
Oslo? Has not violence throughout Palestine doubled, 
tripled and quadrupled? Ought not the Palestinians and 
Israelis be celebrating, now that almost a year and half 
have passed since Oslo, instead of suffering? 

What has gone wrong, and why? This is a question which 
the Palestinians and Israelis have to attempt to answer, 
honestly and courageously, if they are salvage what is left 
of the agreement. 

Obviously, a great deal is wrong. My aim here is not to 
enumerate all toe causes, or even most of them; this is a 
task better left to the Palestinian and Israeli experts. What 
I wish to do, rather, is to suggest some of toe deeper, the 
most troubling and uncalled for causes. 

Undeniably, the situation itself is partly to blame. We 
have to remember that toe Palestiman-Isradli dimension is 
the most difficult and complex to deal with: It is more 
difficult and complex than the fcraeti-Lebaaese, Israeii- 
Jor danian , and Israeh-Syrian dimension. Yes, die Palesti- 
nian cause is the core of the Middle East problem; mid yes, 
it is quite expected and natural for it to be the most difficult 
to tackle. But Israel is to Marne. If I were to identify the 
one root cause lurking behind Israel’s abuse of thesetf-rule 
agreement and its flagrant subversion of it (deliberate or 
inadvertent), I would say it . is a mixture of selfishness, 
chauvinism, arrogance aria greed. This is, in my opunon. 
where the true problem Hes. 

When one says tins, one is not just talking about the 
Israeli settlers, most of whom are too narrow-minded, too 
avaricious, too violent, too inhuman, and too unrealistic 
and impossible. They usurp other people’s land, fence it, 
bnfld on it and deprive its owners of it without even the 
«m»11*** degree of shame or guilt. And they are willing to 
shoot Palestinian civilians in cokl Mood for saying no to 
confiscation of the land. 

But what use is there in talking about the settlers? Their 
mentality and their practices are obvious to everyone. In 
Israel’s own admission, they are “crazy” and “fanatical.” 
Let’s lay the blame then on the “moderates” and the 
“liberals” — toe “enlightened” Labour government. I do 
not deny that Mr. Rabin and Mr. Peres have made 
courageous steps and have taken constructive decisions 
throughout the various stages of the peace process, but 
their luk e w armn ess vis-a-vis Palestinian rights, their indif- 
ferences to the promises they make, drier disrespect of the 
deadlines they agree upon, and (most visibly) their position 
regarding the settleme n ts and Jerusalem are both maccept- 
able and intolerable (despite the daim that they are at 
times “ p ress ur ed” by the more radical parties and groups). 
Is it sensible and fair for Mr. Peres' deputy, Yossi Beilin, to 
say that toe Israeli government “win m a st” that the West 
Bank settlements, especially those near Jerusalem, be on 
Israel’s permanent map? Is it sensible and fair of toe Israeli 
cabinet (last Sunday) to “okay” more budding around 
Jerusalem and in “state-owned” lands around toe settle- 
ments? Since when is occupied land “state-owned”? All the 
Israeli settlements in the occupied territories are illegal and 
are to be either dismantled or evacuated. 

If Israel is to keep the settlements on its map, and if the 
settlements are to be linked with a network of roads, what 
is left of the occupied territories? If the Palestinians are to 
forget about toe territories occupied in and before 1948 
(toe largest chunk of Palestine) and if they are to leave the 


settles where they are, then the Palestinian 

remain dispersed and the rfanrison titan a 

territories will have a space 

homeland. Where then is toe solution to the „ 

problem? How afferent nftimatdy *en is ^ 

” anrt “en tightened Rabin government uuin 



eternal capital, when the Muslims and toe 

sties tban the Israelis *>?&«« tore®*, 
chauvinistic, arrogant and greedy? fc no* 
real obstacle standing in the way off meam^tepeace. 
Some may say that such statements on part off Israel are 
mere rhetoric and negotiating tactics. Well, I hope so* 
otherwise, bow can Israel be serious about peace. 

-As for the Palestinians (represented at this pom* by toe 
PLO/PNA) , there is much to blame them for. Of cooree we 
symsEptfrise with toe difficult position the PLO/PNA is in, 

having to deal wito uncommitted, lukewarm peace partne re 

such as Mr. 'Rabin and Mr. Peres (at present), unto 
impoverished territories to run, with -a largely unemployed 
population, with donors reluctant to pay what they have 
pledged , w ith extremists and rejeetknusts who hope to see 
it fail, and so. an and so forth. 

Bat the PLO/PNA Is to blame nonetheless, for many 
reasons. I shall rrmfira myself to two or there. First, it has 
failed to live up to the imag e expected of it. No matter what 
the reasons, excuses or pretexts are, toe PNA as a who le 
looks inefficient, incompetent, bland, boring, unherwc. 


its members are intelligent, exciting and potentially heroic 
as individuals, as a team they are not a pretty sight to took 
at. They seem to be stuck, going around in circles and 
arriving nowhere. 

Secondly, the PNA has so for failed to make use of the 
Palestinian potential at large. These moments in history are 
supposed to be so exerting and so crucial for toe Palesti- 
nians. This is on the oise band. ' On the other hand, the 
Palestinians as a people have so much to offer: financially, 
intellectually, politically and socially. They have the 
resources and the experience. The PNA has not been the 
catalyst -it is supposed - to be, a catalyst which makes 
effective use of the Palestinian potential. In fact, it seems to 
have fragmented and tom apart its own jpeopte and seems 
'to have alienated itself from them. Three people are 
smarter than one, and five than three. 

Thirdly, and equally imp o r tantly,- toe PNA has foiled to 
coordinate meanmgfulfy with Jordan. I do not deny that all 
the Arab countries, from the Girif to toe ocean, are 
valuable bretfiera, but Jordan is the most precious (or 
ought to be) to Palestinians. For one thing, the fate, the 
destiny, the geography, the e conomy, the demography, the 
sociology and the culture of die two peoples are so 
intertwined and inter-connected that one cannot live in 
isolation from the other. For another, the. Jordanian 
experience until institution budding and with democracy is 
so vital, the PNA could benefit a tot from Jordan (at a time 
when the PNA is being criticised for lack of democratic 
institutions). Moreover, die fact that toe Jordanian govern- 
ment has finalised a very successful peace treaty with land 
and that it has at present a good working relationship with 
it can only be an asset to the PNA, as i mediator and a 
partner. Closer coordination with Jordan is a must. 

My intention here not to be critical or cynacaL The point 
is dear. There is a big chance for everyone in toe Middle 
Emit, especially in Palestine (where there is stiD a prob- 
lem), to live (and let live) decently, foiriy and squarely. We 
-hafe-to reetfib concerned parties Mow tira-chancc. Israel 
most wake tq*, be less selfish and arrogant. The moderate. 
Israelis hays, to .assert.-toesn^Jeves more .positively., and 
constrocthtely.Jfy-toek lukowarmess ami silence, they are 
allowing the radicals and toe fanatics to flourish. The PNA 
must poll its act together, .affirm itself competently and 
efficiently, and embrace all sensible parties and indmdnab. 
There is nothing worse than being alienated, alienatmg or 
mediocre. 


Sharif Zeid pledges commitment to 
democracy, cooperation with the legislature 


Government confidence 
speech translation pro- 
- vided by Petra News Agen- 
cy 

IN the name of Allah. Most 
Gracious. Most Merciful May 
Allah’s prayers and peace be 
upon the Arab Prophet. His kin 
and companions 

Your excellency the Speaker of 
the House 

Distinguished deputies 

May Allah's peace His mercy 

and Hte blessings be upon you. 

We thank Allah, the Almighty, 
for gatbtering us in this joint 
session of the legislative and ex- 
ecutive authorities, at a time 
when our country is entering a 
new era which Hb Majesty King 
Hussein wanted to be an era of 
change where we continue build- 
ing a state of law and institutions, 
enhancing democratic practice, 
realising social justice and equal- 
ity among all citizens, moving 
comprehensive reform into a 
stage of reassessment steered by 
clear vision and sound methodol- 
ogy . and reacting to challenges 
imposed by confrontations out of 
which Jordan emerged with 
dignity and pride. What I mean 
by thb b that Jordan stood up to 
economic challenges, with stead- 
fastness when it was besieged, 
and stubbornly determined to 
restore full sovereignty over its 
land thus regaining its rightful 
share of water, and carrying its 
duty towards its nation in accord- 
ance with the principles of the 
Greai Arab Revolt. Jordan con- 
tinued its achievements in va- 
rious fields despite the huge chal- 
lenges, and Jordanians remained 
patient and courageous in facing 
the difficulties with full confi- 
dence in the inevitability of over- 
coming these crises, abiding by 
(heir constitution, charter and 
laws, dignified in their patience 
and pride, forgiving in tneir chi- 
valry and sacrifices. 

In submitting to your disting- 
uished Parliament the govern- 
ment’s statement for your vote of 
confidence, we reaffirm our com- 
mitment to spare no effort in 
extending our full cooperation to 
the legislative authority, in order 
to enhance the bases of par- 
liamentary life in all its aspects, 
and in a manner that guarantees 
the full commitment to the prin- 
ciple of the separation of power 


in the context of cooperation and 
balance among them in accord- 
ance with the constitution. 

Constructive dialogue, and the 
sense of national responsibility 
would constitute our pivotal axis 
for cooperation with the deputies 
and representatives of our na- 
tion. 

We affirm under this dome . 
and in accordance with the spirit 
of the letter of appointment, our 
commitment to the state or law 
and institutions and declare be- 
fore your House our adherence 
to the constitution in letter and 
spirit, to the national charter as 
an intellectual reference and an 
operational guideline, and to the 
prevalance of law as a basis for 
justice and equality among peo- 
ple. Wo also affirm our commit- 
ment to democracy based on 
political pluralism, the respect of 
freedom of thought, and public 
and private freedoms, while 
affirming that democracy for us 
b an irreversible way of life, ami 
that there will be no turning back 
from moving forward to enhance 
it and buikT its institutions, as a 
means of realising our national 
and pan-Arab objectives, and as 
a way of liberating creative 
potential to achieve progress in 
all aspects of life. 

My government will continue 
pursuing the factors for con- 
structing the qualified and cap- 
able model which can respond ot 
Che needs of our people and our 
nation. 

In thb context, the govern- 
ment will forward to your dis- 
tingubhed House during the cur- 
rent session a draft law for a 
centre of studies for freedom, 
democracy and human rights to 
be an intellectual beacon as His 
Majesty wanted it to be. a tool of 
developing and monitoring the 
democratic performance, and a 
catalyst that would contribute to 
the democratic model shoul- 
dered by all Jordanians in all 
constitutional, political party and 
union positions. 

The government will also re- 
consider the election law. the law 
of public gatherings and the 
crime prevention law with the 
aim of modernising them to cope 
with democracy and as an en- 
hancement to the state of law 
and institutions. 

My government will continue 
working to establish communica- 
tion end dialogue channels with 
the political parties to discuss 
pubic affairs of concern to the 
citizen and the country in its 


effort to enhance political plural- 
ism and to deepen the democra- 
tic path. 

There will also be a continued 
dialogue and contacts with trade 
and labour unions, industry and 
commerce chambers, the farmers 
union and other economic and 
private institutions. Thb will pro- 
vide a means through which the 
government probes the concerns 
of these vast sectors of citizens, 
and their aspirations with an eye 
to upgrade them. 

The government wDI exert ev- 
ery effort to elevate the status of 
the judicial system affirming full 
commitment to guarantee and 
safeguard its independence and 
enhance its toots and potentiate 
in order to shoulder its responsi- 
bilities in deepening the demo- 
cratic practice in the context of 
the state of law. 

The judicial system will be the 
government's top priority in the 
sense of activating the legisiata- 
tion concerning fuing suits and 
modifying them. The govern- 
ment will provide ail the neces- 
sary requirements to establish 
the needed courts in all parts of 
the Kingdom, enabling the 
citizen to reach the system easily. 
The government will also estab- 
lish notary public and execution 
departments in order to facilitate 
the access to judicial services to 
the pubic. 

The government believes that 
providing the suitable dimate for 
judges in the context of new 
posts would contribute to creat- 
ing proper atmospheres that 
would lead to utmost justice. 
This, in turn, would enable every 
claimant to regain his rights in 
due time. 

The government will start to 
employ modern technologies, 
develop administrative work in 
courts and existing justice de- 
partments and to closely pursue 
the construction of the justice 
palace in order to be a beacon of 
rights and a monument of jus- 
tice. In addition, the government 
will provide the means of know- 
ledge to judges through scho- 
larships and scientific courses as 
well as newsletters, periodicals 
and the specialised library which 
the Ministry of Justice is plan- 
ning te establish. The govern- 
ment will work on founding dubs 
forjudges in order to provide the 
opportunity to the member s of 
the judicial system to meet and 
stay :n dose contact m soda!, 
cultural and scientific contexts. 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Wednesday 
presents toe govern m ents poficy statement to the 
Lower House of Parliament (Petra photo) 


Your e x ce ll e ncy Mr. Speaker, 
Distinguished deputies. 

The responsibility of safe- 
guarding Jordan and Jordanians 
puts us ail before the duty of 
raising effedency of our vaoiant 
armed forces enabling them to 
implement the plans of reorga- 
nisation, providing them with aD 
their needs, and reequipping 
them with arms necessary for 
realising their national, pan- 
national. and human role. 

This role, that Jordanians con- 
stantly cherished and shouldered 
since the days when our grand- 
fathers led the Great Arab Re- 
volt army to defend the freedom, 
unity, and independence of the 

nation. 

We believe that the rote of our 
armed forces at thb stage when 
the region and the world are 
inflicted with concerns and tur- 
moil, makes it imperative for us 
to support them in order to 
maintain the highest standards of 
vigilance, competence, and to 
able them to perform their duty 
to the fullest. 

As for the security apparatus, 
working on the security of the 
citizens and the country, which 
comprises the Public Security 
Department. the General Intelli- 
gence, and the Gvfl Defence . 


Department, the government 
will provide them with all their 
means to modernise, train and 
raise efficiency jn order to be 
able to achieve stability and to 
spread security among citizens 
and to gua^ntee the people's 
right to live in a society where 
freedom, equality and the sup- 
remacy of law are dominant. 

The government will do its 
best to expand the frames of 
safc-guanling public safety, and 
wfl) be strict in protecting the 
lives and properties of people. 

It wffl also adopt steps that 
guarantee thb achievement 
starting with modifying the traf- 
fiefow and continuing with the 
noptementation of procedures to 
protect people on the roads. 

Your tacefiency Nfr. Soaker. 
Dfetingnsbed deputies, 

TTte role undertaken by the 
institutions entrusted with educa- 
tion. culture, information, youth 
and awqaf, it) budding up. the 
pesonality of the citizen and 
strengthening his presence and in 
shaping our process of change 
towards finalising the establish- 
ment oftiie state of institutions 
and promoting .the. democratic 
approach, afl of this requires that 
these institutions should be 
based on national commitment 
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and enlightened by die pan- Arab 
dimension and inspired by the 
Islamic values with a dear pers- 
pective on the horizons of huma- 
nitarian openness. 

Within this context, the gov- 
ernment would spare no effort in 
defending the Arab Islamic cul- 
ture and enhancing its presence. 

The government would also sup- 
port intellectual activities aimed 
at creating harmony and ba- 
lance between our honourable 
past, which we are proud of, and 
our future wc ate noting to war d s 
with full confidence and optim- 
ism. Our inteOktual movement 
should be able to reflect the spirit 
of the new eta and respond to its 
requirements and challenges. { 
Thus, we are now examining the 
best means to achieve coopera- 
tion and coordination between 
these national institutions with 
. ait effective mechanism and 
framework.' 

Therefore,- in the field of 
education’ the government will 
concentrate on accelerating the 
implementation of the projects 
oftiie second phase of the educa- 
tional development plan which 
extends to the year 2000 and 
gives priority to the infrastructu- 
ral development of the educa- 
tional system with special emph- 
asis on the qualitative aspects of 
the educational process in a way 
that protides our students with a 
bala n ced education, taking into 
account their mental, physical, 
spiritual, social and. vocational 
needs. 

As . for higher education, the 
government b embarking on de- 
veloping a dear policy based on 
supporting the independence of 
universities and on balancing the 
higher education outputs with 
the labour market requirements 
through reconsidering the admis- 
sion policy, upgrading perfonn- 
anoe. modernising scientific re- ’ 
search programmes, creating a 
new system for accrediting high- 
er education institutions andfor 
gratoahs assessment, and laying 
flown the necessary bases to 
t»kte the problem of funding the 
“membra which recem: finan- 

bSgST" 6001 aK 

Jn the field of culture, mv <- 
government will tend to deepen ** 
ow contemporary national and 

content and 
means of fulfilling its objectives 
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Busy schedule awaits 
arrival of imperial couple 


Their Imperial Highnesses Crown Prince Naruhito 
and Princess Masako arrive in Amman today on a 
four-day official visit at the invitation of Their 
Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor. This is the 
first visit of members of the Japanese imperial family 
to the Kingdom, thus , according to Japanese Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Uji Jkeda, it reaffirms the strong ties 
linking the peoples of both countries. 

Accompanying the visiting couple throughout their 
four-day programme will be the escorts of honour. 
Her Royal Highness Princess Rahma Bint AJ Hassan 
and Advisor to His Majesty , Yana! Hikmat. The 
programme will introduce the imperial couple to a 
sampling of the social development projects and 
services offered in the Kingdom , ana the people 
dedicated to such causes, and Jordan's rich natural 
and historic sites, as well as its colourful heritage, and 
again, the people behind their preservation. High- 
lights include the inauguration of the X-ray unit at 
the Red Crescent Hospital. Jordanian National Red 
Crescent Society President Mohammad Hadid will 
brief the guests as they tour the hospital's various 
departments. The X-ray unit was equipped with 
donations from the Japanese Red Cross. Also, 
heritage preservationist and collector Widad Kawar, 
and active member of the Petra National Trust , was 
asked to present a showing of her famous collection 
of rare, traditional Jordanian and Palestinian cos- 
tumes , jewellery and other accessories. The luncheon 
event will take place at Taybet Zaman, a 19th 
century Ottoman village that has been restored and 
converted into a resort that houses overnight accom- 
modations, a crafts centre, food and beverage estab- 
lishments including a bakery and a fill and hommos 
outlet A small museum is currently in the works. 

The Imperial couple will also visit the Young 
Women's Muslim Association (YWMA) Sheltered 
Workshops, which are partially sponsored by the 
Japanese International Cooperation Agency. 

The Shelter Workshops employ mentally hand- 
icapped individuals who have been trained in various 
carpentry skills. All the furniture in the Office of the 
Crown Prince has been made by the people em- 
ployed at these workshops. 

GOtNG JUST JkS YOU'RE NEEDED: 

The Jo rrhmian - Smndina vian Friendship Association, 
whose chief representatives were called together 
recently , regretfully heard fellow member Swedish 
Ambassador Chris tian Bausch announce that his 
embassy would be shutting down operations. The 
official reason behind the closure is that the Swedish 
Foreign Office is catting back on expenses (by eleven 
percent, according to one estimate) and the embassy 


in Jordan is one of 15 embassies being scratched. At 
the association gathering, which included Tove Ki- 
jewsky, ambassador of Norway, Tawfiq Kawar, 
honorary consul of Denmark and president of the 
association, Stefania Khalifeh, consul of Iceland and 
vice president of the association, Terre Wegelius vice 
consul of Finland, Ella Dajani, president of the 
Scandinavian Ladies of Amman, a branch of the 
friendship association , and George Khoury, former 
honorary consul of Norway, some members found it 
odd that the Swedish Foreign Office had shut down 
its embassy in the United Ara£> Emirates, opened an 
embassy in Kuwait and reinforced its staff in Jeru- 
salem. They also asked themselves, if the Swedes 
plan to install a consul, how would he/'she be able to 
handle the heavy load of serving Iraq (primarily visa 
applications) from Amman which the regular embas- 
sy staff already found substantial. While these are 
political and logistical considerations, the association 
itself is concerned with coordinating much of the 
non-political activities of the five countries in Jordan, 
including the recent Arbor Day tree planting cere- 
mony at the Scandinavian Forest, presided over by 
Princess Majda Ra'd. Iceland’s Khalifeh, who was 
looking forward to an exciting billing for a Nordic 
Sim week, hopes that Sweden , world famous for 
bringing such greats as Ingmar Bergen, Ingrid Berg- 
man and Liv Ulman to the silver screen, would still 
see it through to contribute to the occasion nonethe- 
less. 


COUNTERPARTS GET TOGETHER: 

Closer to home , and two nights prior to the departure 
for Baghdad of the Kingdom's new ambassador to 
Iraq, Bassam Qaqish, Iraqi Ambassador in Amman 
Noor Ismail A1 Weiyess hosted a dinner for his 
Jordanian counterpart. It is rare that such an event of 
diplomatic courtesy draws in as many as seven 
ministers, two ministry secretary generals, one sena- 
tor and two chief editors of Jordanian publications. 
But then the guest of honour here was no less than 
Qaqish, who is popular by all accounts. With ail four 
of his children married. Qaqish headed for the Iraqi 
capital with his wife Sun on what we msh him to be a 
successful mission. 


NOTHING TO DO WITH EXTERIOR: 

Over at the Ministry of Interior's Foliow-up and 
Inspection Department , former Director Moham- 
mad Adwan has been replaced by acting Director 
Ihsan AJ Khatib, First breathing a sigh of relief, 
jubilant cousin's of Khatib placed a congratulatory 
advertisement in Arabic papers wishing their cousin 
well in his new mission . That post ~ wields much 
power, and now with Khatib. a Hebronite. at the 
wheel, the road to getting permission ro travel to and 
from the occupied territories may prove less bumpy. 




a . • s *^' 1 s 




l- 1 - ■ *■ u 



«$***■ 




Japanese Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Princess Masako leave for a parade 


WHAT’S iN A NAME? When the Sheikh 
Hussein Bridge was first named and opened, confu- 
sion sprang up between it and the King Hussein 
Bridge further south. That having been settled, some 
history’ buffs still pondered where the name. Sheikh 
Hussein , originated from. One writer in AJ Rai 
contended last week that Sheikh Hussein was some- 
one who travelled and settled in this area about 300 
years ago. No deal , shouted a spokesman for A1 
Umara A1 Gbor (the princes of the Ghor) who are 
otherwise known as the Ghzawi family. Sheikh 
Hussein, said the spokesman, was one of their tribe. 


after their ma 
tmperical Palae 

“when we ruled th 
No solution to the 
part of the claimant 
always room for ant 
the name of the bridge 


ceremony at tbej 
kyo (File photo)] 

j 

f Jordan long ago . " j 
lor compromise on the* 
surfaced, but therd is\ 
ggestion. like changing \ 
. gether . In fact the latte ij 


idea has been touted by the highest echelons o£ 
officialdom in Jordan, but no final decision has been i 
rairen. One of the new names mentioned was in fact 
“peace.” bridge, another was simply the “valley'] 
bridge. * 

Jennifer Hamameb ; 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


UP-TO-DATE 
By Louia Sabin 


1 Smart guy* 

5 School supply 
10 Oiapoudng 
15 Stan insort 
18 Oust 

20 Jack of old tom 

21 David* dsughwr 

22 Son of Seth 

23 Singing Homs 

» Woody Mann Om 
dafaut 

27 African tend 

29 Urban vast 

30 Rtvaretw 
Rhona 

31 Craggy M 

32 6* Si a* Waal 
34 Soda oaamant 
36 Daly aanrioa 

DOWN 

1 Cudurey 
chaiactartMic 

2 Road tor Oaba 

3 TamBeof long 

4 Sdflaatfn 
raprSsUodM 

5 Crbigaa H faar 

6 Chuetda 

7 Podoetrioaar 
lamn 

6 nharlnatad 
g Europaan tNcon 

10 Int md cared 

11 Pitcater 
Kasparov 

12 Etocoumui 

13 One* Mar 

14 Sounds of 
uncwixxy 

ISOHFafihfd 
IB Faay isle word 
17 Loud burs of 
laughter 


41 Piaekknaraof 
mu niullifi 

43 Mora than snough 

44 Inart gas 

45 Comb tup 
scream 

40 Cuts dram 

40 Entartakw 
Jacques 

50 Tempter. Th* 
SaW 

51 Cabbage 

52 rttv* being 

53 ObHsrat* 

64 Church trfcunats 

55 Coda name 

BSOearone 

SB Novel* Water 

59 OUWortdgtHM 


18 Punts dd — 

25 —Dams 
2d Terrmtreae 

26 Loud quarrel* 

32 Part* cf a harness 

33 Fh* 

34 KkigefCreia 

35 Stratton! nvar 

36 Sntbcaaa pBMr 

37 Hoftfay award 

38 Took onete hrewa 
38 Raca leafing 24 

hours 

40 Hankar 

41 ■PaquraT captain 

42 Mw Ft. 

4S *wnai — tanmrr 
47 Hul asdui 

49 Pub ORfara 

50 Saafiad 

51 Land ol ha Bags 

53 Chris of tarem 

54 Entree 


60 Vermont or Maine 07 Part of he (Man 


68 Aptmdbara boy 

60 Border lake 

73 Spananaarl 

74 Not concealed 
73 Pursue 

77 Goeanay 

78 Algerian port 

79 Mamie 

00 Cost par we 

81 Sodal uni 

82 Strds 

OS 'Thank— kith* 
aMts..' 

84 Wear away 
gredusly 

66 Maebdtt. alone 


5Sttevtog*ddl 
. surMea 

57 H anto aaer helper 
50-— Macabre' 

61 Sbrer that* 

62 Faby tala ehBd 
83 Knowledge 

handed down 
64 Predaafy 
05 Food 

66 Qu oi n of heaven 

67 Sttrtle 

70 Kind of race 

71 Quote hnd 

72 AMnconfc 
department 

74 Frequency 
tMrfbudan graph 

75 Throng 

78 Moakmwhohas 
umUaca 

76 Bamden abbr. 

01 Stogies 


01 — te syndroms 

92 Aetna One 

93 Ragauhsta 

04 Fad hay 

87 Shred chaws 
99 Rabarsiand 

103 Star abeah 
106 Sfeea 
(09 Fresh: aBbr. 

110 Dude 

111 Escape by 
c t ave m a re 

112 Ftoor piece 

113 — Botoyn 

114 Grassy plots _ 

115 Hold back 

116 Farmtwumg 

63 WMtpral. 

84 Msmmatyraktad 

85 Pttredip.es an 
option 

86 Rulor 

88 Fart 

89 Atrican erdalapa* 

90 Carpenter, at 
ttnrea 

(K Old Greek 
covered walk 

05 RsvQhre 

06 leprech a un land 

97 Spread our 
96 Mau^rem rrovaf 
99 Consnuctad 

100 107 

101 Phan* 

102 Dairy area Cam 

104 Worth: abor. 

105 AGabor 

106 Tbnaableabor. 

107 Have a mast 



Diagramless 21 x 21 
By James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 subcase pen 

5 Rpfrie paasm in 

boric 

6 Dig. one* headed 

by Hoover 

SPnor 

11 Whatorasgaia 

17 Bane: coma tarn 

18 Desire 

19 DecsBU 
an tagams 

DOWN 

1 Ashy 

2 Cowing tar toere 

3 Actor Estrada 
4RH 
5500* 

6 KmofajarCbto* 

7 Foundation 
S Ram fiber 
9 Samos 

10 Clergyman 

12 Golfer's pm 

13 Something 


20 Word In arthmade 

21 Overweight 

23 KWd 
Munsmam 

24 Declare poatovdy 

25 Gamer* ootor 

26 Doabfmlob 

27 meal prophet 

31 Wann teeSfifl 
33 Marked by 

aflordeae grass 

i« DomadfcaM 
» Regular 
IS Dadd* abbr. 

21 — band (da 
iha d M n a — > 

22 N eddac e parts 
24 Sal Ms 

27 Adan range 
26 Before scope or 

phone 

29 DHtorert 

aOUktrfrt 

32 Pared ways: abbr. 


35 Hal attempt 

41 Pttal 

42 Ida tail Wad 

43 Feehion name 

44 Mttdcd 

45 O ataree n 

0 are! U 

46 S8d 

40 Walaaanf 
Poland 

50 CNnaas, a.g 


34 Need 

86 Wdradik state: 
abbr. 

37 Houapaftound 

38 Setrieo In -Gone 
WkhttiaMrer 

38 Nndofcandhior 
note 

40 Abound 

45 PTribln Ol TV 

46 Fragrance 

47 Pukdai 
49 Mar* 


52 BaatadreS playtr 

53 D awtom g 
woman 

SS— add 

56 Place of CWMSI 

57 rina%.apdno 
laaa ttpo n adly 

83 — of hand 

64 Parcaam 

66 Paaih subatanca 

65 Tparetd ahahar 

30 NripCdS W a 

51 Saooma aware ol 

52 sanDkgoksraiK 

abbr. 

53 Wttiapabi 
ol— 

54 Anger 
86 Aim ben* 

59 RAW llrdl 
SO Agreaabla 

61 FaayuM 
figure 

62 Anartlda 


Last Week’* Cryplograma 

1. Tall spinach farmer from California prows huge crop for 

cu at omen in Hawaii. 

2. Weary teacher chide* churlish child for acrawlins 

unsightly graffiti on hallway walls. 

3. It’* a good thing history repeats itself, since moil people 
don't listen closely the first time. 

4. Squirrel* are not quite unique as careful collectors of 
nula. 


. CRYPTOGRAMS 


l.BADLEAPP BQOR BTN WEHUMAN 

8 AD LEA P PE R QUOI POSTUMA WIIE B B*E E IB 
8 1 D L P . — By Ed Huddle uni 

Z.QHD 8 BLRYX LNXRJ DXWWD AXRl}yt-S CVLH 
JT IXDJ V 6 QXBX JELJ CLRD TVV TH*R QV 
EQJ IS L JBTWWXR TLB QH N S LA. 

— By EaH Ireland 

9 . GUY 8 G T Z SPINY APE OMVN CLEENtfEN 
SNOIMEN E A N RLE LURLZE 1 URKPHT APC 
VAN RIGRT RLZ. — S> Dwrnr H. BcGojb' 

4 .PQR FNHAt, TSDUVMD DUQ CKEMQGD SIQK 
VP TUKD'G S» CvEMtJ. SG WVT 
DNQWLGQDDQN PVN E NMABZQL PMWdfc 
ZVVJ. — By Rita Salvolo 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 



~nuu nuuiiLi 03t5j ; in nua 
oaau uuuui> nnc::kj ouua 
urjca HHQ33 dodliu 
E~ cc3JUULi^c]oa r ja 
uuu uao doduu op^eaa 
□□□□ ancuu aaca 
□ua^aanoEcrp nonannnn 
nninniD naca DDiiaa oamr: 
jduu cui noauu nvicifuj 
□ OL3 OEIU QDL'QOnUGUlJUUU 
a l;u aup^oao nca 
n-TnrrrjDnnnDFKrU nna nn^ 

:a:mc uuouo cuu nui=u 
a*'QQ qciCjZQ nanu qsddd 
ano2naLia nanaQPuunun 
ac:aa giddpli uaua 
c-manan □□□un yno nna 

fSQLUJ UG .'Ll ; J It LGJTi PlTlLJ .'-Il.t'.J ULi'j 

□uuci ogduu Gr.iuciH Dnton 
Saco nacan uuu nu n&ja 
UUU l.muiill UQUDD I.IGMM 



OGOU 
nnnn 
□on DciBiia 
di'od naao 
an^uunasoa 
naiin DE0n 
nasu aanaoD 
GDc:nna 

□ cnou nnri 

.□or»n 

wQOti n S0S^ 

cans usnaci 

OQ- uuuuu 

uuacn dduduq 

□Donna dgod 
□ nuu n it liu 

nnauGGUQOO 

nrr.iu nmoa 

CUUi7D QQQ 
DOLIL1 
Uiuoa 


Britain catalogues the 
pursuit of pleasure 
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LONDON — The august 
auction house of 
Sotheby's has metamorph- 
osed into a hedonist's 
heaven, its galleries newly 
given over to the pursuit 
of pleasure. 

Accustomed to catering 
to tiie world's most ear- 
nest of collectors, 
Sotheby's is this month 
displaying sheer froth and 
frivolity: Objects that do 
nothing but titillate. 

A baby Bugatti here, an 
erotic clock there — no 
fetish has been over- 
looked. 

“It's a light-hearted ex- 
hibition but with some 
very exciting objects, the 
majority of which will be 
included in future sales.” 
said Peter Blond, a direc- 
tor at the auction house. 

Mr. Blond said that “in 
pursuit of pleasure” is the 
first such exhibition that 
Sotheby's has staged. It is 
meant to stave off winter 
blues for sybaritic Lon- 
doners. 

The pieces — mosr for 
the discerning, others for 
the lewd — wiB be on 
show until Jan. 27 when 
they will be sent back to 
their owners or prepared 
for auction here and in 
New York. 

“We wondered what 
would entertain people in 
the month of January,” 
said Mr. Blond. “And in 
terms of the pursuit of 
pleasure , everything is 
here , from purdeys (guns) 
to picnic sets. ” 

It all depends on what 
you like. 

For the well-heeled, 
there are the finest of vin- 
tage wines to be sipped 
and the raciest of vintage 
motors to be driven. 


Historians can man- 
oeuvre “King Napoleon” 
and “Queen Josephine” 
across an exquisite chess 
board, every pawn a dis- 
tinct Napoleonic general 
ready for the Egyptian 
campaign. 

Modernists might opt 
for 15 minutes of fame and 
bid for an Andy Warhol 
wristwatcb or a Herb Ritts 
black-and-white print de- 
picting the perfect back of 
a perfect model. 

As for flesh in action, 
choose between “ The 
Adventuress” pier-head 
peep show and a lush Tis- 
sot oil on canvas. 

The former stars a 
temptress, a cigarette and 
a lion. 

The latter depicts a lan- 
guorous riverside feast, 
the foie gras en croute and 
the bon viveur tom be- 
tween his half glass of red 
and his handful of breast. 

“Or take the Flying 
Flea, arguably one of the 
most dangerous planes 
ever made,” said Mr. 
Blond, looking up to the 
world's smallest airplane 
suspended overhead. 

the Flea made its debut 
at the Paris Air Show in 
1934, designed to sell in 
kit form and bring air 
travel to the masses. 

Instead, the 11 foot (3.3 
metre) Flea brought 
crashes to the masses and 
was ig nominiously 
grounded. 

Mass transit swiftly 
went the way of the Jum- 
bo Jet 

“It's a bit of nonsense 
but there aren't many 
left,” said Mr. Blond, who 
is in efianp of special pro- 
jects at Sotheby's. 

But it is the plush 


asprey picnic set that 
draws blond back time 
and again, its 1920's ele- 
gance riveting. 

Designed to serve as a 
workaday foot rest en 
route, the box reveals an 
extravagant tea and sand- 
wich set on arrival , each 
piece St for the ritziest of 
regatta parties. 

“Now when you say fri- 
volous, is there anything 
more romantic than a pic- 
nic?” asked Mr. Blond. 
“Out of what looks like a 
boring old foot rest, that 
sympathetic picnic set 
emerges. ” 


Expected auction pride: 
£5,000 ($7,857). j 

Bid a little higher and 
enter the stakes for tip 
“erotic automaton verge 
watch, ”, which is expected 
to fetch up to £6,000 
($9,428) when it goes an 
sale in March. 

The watch dates from 
about 1810 and is signed 
by Breguet Et Fils. Bift 
the insignia is clearly not 
the draw. 

“ 1 suppose this really s 
the naughtiest exhibit,” 
Mr. Blond conceded. “It [s 
realty a shame that it's dp 
small ...” : 


Thoughts For This Week j 

- r ! 

Public opinion is stronger than file legislature . and\ 
nearly as strong as the Ten Commandments — 
Charles Dudley Warner, American author and 
editor (1829-1900). j 

The very idea that there is another idea - /si 
something gained — Richard Jefferies, English au - j 
fiior (1848-1887). - j 

I saw old autumn in the misty mom stand* 
shadowless like silence, listening to silence — Tbo^ 
mas Hood, English author (1799-1845). 

Ninety-nine per cent of the failures come frond 
people who have the habit of making excuses —I 
George Washington Carver, American botanist 
(1864-1943). 

t 

1 

What the government gives you, the government} 
can take away, and once it starts taking away, it can ) 
take more than it gave — Samuel Gompers, U.S . j 
labour leader (1850-1924). \ 

To be wildly enthusiastic, or deadly serious — ftofiij j 
are wrong. Both pass. One must keep ever present aj 
sense of humour — Katherine Mansfield, New, 
Zealand-born author (1888-1923). ,1 
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THE MANY FACES 


OF INDIA 


A COUNTRY so vast. India 
represents diversity in ail its 
forms: people, religions, cus- 
toms and traditions, clothes, 
dialects and habits. It begins 
with the highest peaks and 
descends across steep slopes 
and rolling plains to sub- 
merge in not one but three 
seas. Beaches surround her 
coasts and in Rajasthan there 
is the stillness of the Thar 
desert. The great seas, a still 
desert, the might of the 
Himalayas... India has all this 
and more. Backwater canals 
and tropical forests, rugged 
hill towns, river estuaries, 
wooded swamps and glacial 
meadows. Regions unattain- 
able by road. Places unex- 
plored. The suavity of city 
dwellers contrasts sharply 
with aboriginal tribes who 
still lead their sheltered exist- 
ence unhindered by the 
spread of civilisation. 

Behind the veil of diversity 
lies a vibrant India, united by 
a common "Indianness." 
which thrives on the diversity 
and sustains it at the same 
time. The transcendent Indi 
an culture has for ages ir 
spired a collective natiom 
consciousness, which gives 
every Indian a sense of be- 
longing to a single ethical, 
social entity. To the Indian, 
the country is a harmonious 
whole which he does not 
question. To the foreigner, 
the diversity is a puzzling 
complexity which he seeks to 
unravel. 

One of the world's oldest 
civilisations. India of toda. 
has flowered with a kaleidos- 
copic variety and a rich cultu- 
ral heritage. During the 
forty-seven years of inde- 
pendence. it has achieve 
multi-faceted socio-econon 
progress which, in turn, b 


helped sustain its age-old 
traditions. 

The past lives on in India's 
continuity. There is no nos- 
talgia for what was, no impa- 
tient anticipation for what 
will be. For the philosophy of 
the land dictates that to live 
for the moment is to share 
the spiritual joy of belonging. 

The people of India are 
largely descendants of immig- 
rants from across the Hima- 
layas who invaded the coun- 
try, also known as the “Gol- 
den Bird” due to its rich 
resources. These invaders 
came at various points in 
history to produce not just 
the Indian race but also the 
multi-dimensional Indian cul- 
ture. Each new conqueror 
ended up conquering the 
hearts of the masses by 
adding their traditions and 
cultures to the Indian ensem- 
ble. 

The first records of history 
trace back to the great 5000- 
year-old Indus Valley civilisa- 
tion on the banks of the River 
Indus, where many planned 
cities have been excavated. 
The restless Aryans who 
came to the subcontinent 
around 2000 B.C.. became 
the inhabitants of the country 
pushing the Dravidians to- 
wards the southern tip of 
India. The Dravidians. 
however, intermingled with 
the Sanskrit-speaking invad- 
ers. The result was the Indian 
race, the numerous Indian 
languages, the variety of gods 
of the Hindu pantheon. And 
so it continues today. 

The unfolding of history 
w the invasion of Alexan- 
•7 of Macedonia, establish- 
ment of the Mauryan Dynas- 
iii 232 B.C.. the Kushan 
"mpi re and the subsequent 
ipta Dynasty, when India 


reached the pinnacle of her 
glory. Hailed as the “Golden 
Age," the spirit of learning 
spread during this period 
across the length and breadth 
of the country. In southern 
India, the Chola. Pandya and 
Chera dynasties flourished, 
before paving the way for the 
Chalukyas and Pallavas to 
establish their domination. 

Islam found its way into 
India in the 8th century A.D. 
Muslim conquerors came to 
the country and serried down. 
Subsequently, the Maghals 
established a mighty empire. 
So recent was their reign thar 
monuments of that period are 
virtually intact. Islam today, 
has the second biggest follow- 
ing in the country next to 
Hinduism, the religion of the 
Aryans and the fusion of 
Arabic and Hindi has given 
birth to Urdu, a delicate, 
refined language. 

The cultural synthesis 
which was the hallmark of 
Indian history since ancient 
period, reached its zenith 
during the mediaeval times, 
when the concept of “Ganga- 
Jamuna" or intermingled 
styles and traditions took 
shape. N 

The mediaeval era which 
has dotted the landscape with 
the beautiful gardens, forts 
and the Taj Mahal and bred 
dance, music and literature 
that ties India with the 
Mideast, stands testimony to 
the impact of religious toler- 
ance on cultural enhance- 
ment. The Mughal rule flo- 
wered during the time of 
Akbar, who stood for reli- 
gious tolerance, and decayed 
with fundamentalists taking 
over during the reign of Au- 
rangzeb. 

Then came the British — 
first as a commercial and then 
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Every dance form in V 
India has ns own idiom ” 
of emotional expressions. 


as a political body. For the 
first time in its history. India 
was united in a bid to oust 
foreign dominance. When 
battles proved worthless, 
leaders of the stature of 
Tilak. Lajpat Rai, Gandhi 


and Nehru rose from the 
ranks. And India regained its 
independence to become a 
democratic nation. 

Western culture came to 


the country in the 19th cen- 
tury with ‘ the British. The 
impact of the modern West- 
ern culture soon gave birth to 
a new awakening in India, 
exposing the traditional Indi- 
an society to scientific West; 
em thinking. 

Souvenirs of its glorious 
past still survive in India. 
Edicts and stupas from the 
Mauryan age; the rock tem- 
ples and mural paintings of 
Ajanta and Ellora from the 
Gupta age; the magnificent 
heritage of Chola and Pallava 
kings; the striking 13th cen- 
tury Sun Temple at Konark; 
the traditions of architecture 
left behind by the Muslim 
rulers in Delhi, Mandu, Gol- 
conda, Ahmedabad and Bi- 
japur; the great palaces of the 
Mughals — the Red Fort, Taj 
Mahal, Fatehpur Sikri; the 
imperial extravagance of the 


Raj with the Rashtrapati 
Bhavan in New Delhi, their 
great universities and the in- 
itiation into the industrial age 
which resulted in the rail- 
ways, posts and telegraphs 
and an organised, central 
administrative machinery. 

This history continues to 
live in India. Religion and 
culture combine with educa- 
tion to give the Indian a 
background that other na- 
tions envoy. And in the tradi- 
tion of excellence, India now 
builds great universities, ato- 
mic power plants, factories, 
hydraulic projects and 
dams... “the temples of mod- 
ern India.” as Nehru called 
them. 

The element of diversity 
also has its reflections in the 


Indian literature, music and 
dance. In a country with 16 
official languages and over 
2,000 dialects, literature has 
flourished in various lan- 
guage. Each language and 
dialect has produced its own 
literature of great vitality and 
richness. Though distinctive 
in parts, all stand for a 
homogenous culture that 
forms their essence. 

There are two systems of 
music — the Hindustani in 
the north-and Carnatic in the 
south. Though the two sys- 
tems differ considerably in 
their approaches, the basic 
emphasis on linear move- 
ment of notes and melody is 
typically Indian. 

Kathak of north India, 
Bbaratnatyam, Kuchipudi, 
Kathakali of the south, Odis- 
si of the east and Mampuri 
from the northeast are some 
of the classical dance schools, 
each having numerous styles 
or Gharanas. These are sup- 
plemented by folk and tribal 
dances and regional muse 
representing the aspirations 
and thoughts of the local 
people. 

All the traditions together 
contribute to the total picture 
— an India that unites and 
inspires its inhabitants and 
lures the outsider with its 
variety as well as its ethnicity 
and typical Indianness. The 
diversity mesmerises and the 
oneness provides the key to 
understand the people and 
their customs — modern and 
traditional, diverse yet simi- 
lar — existing in a common 
timeframe. 


ASCOTEL A 


ON THE OCCASION OFTHE REPUBLIC DAY ON IDIA 


WISHES THE. INDIAN PEOPLE, THE INDIAN 
GOVERNMENT AND THE PRESIDENT OP INDIA 


Felicitations best wishes 

to India and L ople on their 

Rep* Jay . 

With best o: . 'merits from 

AM. Kevorkian Co. 


On the occasion of the 
Republic Day of India 

Kawar Drug Store 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE 


PROGRESS. DEVELOPMENT. 
PROSPER/TV AND SUCCESS 


on this great occasion. 


conveys its hearty greeting to the 
government and Indian people 


REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA 

Chemical and Mining 
Industries Co. Ltd. 
Amman - Jordan 


WE WILL ALWAYS WORK HARD HAND BY HAND 


TO BRING ABOUT A RAPIDLY GROWING INDIAN 


JORDANIAN CO-OPERATION FOR THE BEST 
OF THE INTEREST OF BOTH PEOPLE 


\On the occasion of the Republic 
Day of India 


Dr. Naser A1 Maaitah, director of 
Zarqa University Services Est. 

conveys his hearty greeting to the 
government and Indian people. 


On the occasion of the Republic 
Day of India 


Present their congratulations to the 
people of India and to the Indian 
Embassy staff in Jordan. 


H ASCOTEL A 

BEST IN TELECOM 




Indo-Jordan Scholars Club 


conveys its hearty greeting to the gov- 
ernment and Indian peopfe 
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Hijazi and Ghosheh, 

Industrial, Agricultural and Trading Group 


Offers its con 


friendly people o f India on the occasion o 


government and 





India’s Republic Day 

and wishes the Indian nation continued 
progress and prosperity. 

General Manager Issam Hijazi. 





JORDAN FERTILIZER INDUSTRY 
COORDINATION COMMITTEE 


XJrfOi 
a ✓■Ai 


Jordan Phosphate ajfcs -. Arab Potash 

Mines Company Company 

WISH 

THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 
A HAPPY REPUBLIC DAY 
AFFIRMING JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP 
AND HOPES OF CONTINUED 
PROGRESS AND PROSPERITY 



MODERN VEHICLE TRADINGCO 

Agents of TATA in Jordan 


and 


ELBA HOUSE CO. LTD 

Manufacturers of TATA Buses in Jordan 
Congratulate the president 
and the people of India 
on the occasion of the 

. REPUBLIC day 
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god reference :o 'ft 
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„nniie its pilatera* — 

negotiation* 
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■JKj eua^n« e the «sn- 
Pfn of agreements :m. 


Nation s goals an. ... 


"Sfprtae minisisr reiier- 
lw i £'.nrv>ri tor SRS 
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ibeir nauuiuM — - 

Salem as their capital. 

.■The govern mem 

Doue to support the *teac- 
Stness of the Pateff™ 
in the occupied ^err.- 
EJs and intends so) estab- 
lish solid and comprehensive 
lies with the Palestine 
National Authority \PNA ; ir 
accordance with a clear vision 
ijjai realises the national in- 
terests of the two brotherly 
people," Sharif Zeid told 
legislators before leaving the 
House to receive PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 

Improving relations with 
Arab countries will aiso be a 
priority for the government. 
Sharif Zeid saidT adding the 

S nirements of the new era 
ce it impossible for the 
country to be isolated from 
its Arab and Muslim depth. 

“My government stresses 
hs concern with achieving 
Arab solidarity, and win 
work to build "strong rela- 
tions... predicated on confi- 
dence and mutual respect 
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Government presents policy 

(Continued from page i) ...and will seek the highest tbe role of 1 


J 31 * of law, strengthening 
"Onwwacy, achieving sodS 
justice and reform. 

The prime minister said 
Jordan emerged from the 
“challenges that were im- 
posed on it” with hs dignity 
ma i n ta i ned and its rights in 
land and water restored. 

In another reference to the 
Oct. 26 peace treaty with 
Israel, Sharif Zeid said the 
government considers the 
accord. a link in the chain of 
achieving peace in the Middle 
East, stressing the Kingdom’s 
commitment to a just, lasting 
and comprehensive settle- 
ment with Israel on the basis 
of recovering all occupied 
Arab lands and in imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolu- 
tions 242, 338 and 42S. 

He said the government 
will continue its bilateral and 
trilateral negotiations with 
Israel to guarantee the con- 
clusion of agreements that 
would ensure the attainment 
of the Kingdom’s and the 
Arab Nation's goals and in- 
terests. 

The prune minister reiter- 
ated Jordan’s support for the 
Palestinian people and their 
right to achieve statehood on 
their national soil with Jeru- 
salem as their capital. 

“The government will con- 
tinue to support the stead- 
fastness of the Palestinian 
people in the occupied terri- 
tories and (intends to) estab- 
lish solid and comprehensive 
ties with the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA) in 
accordance with a dear vision 
Chat realises the national in- 
terests of die two brotherly 
people,” Sharif Zeid told 
legislators before leaving the 
House to receive PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 

Improving relations with 
Arab countries will also be a 

g riority for the government, 
harif Zeid said, adding the 
requirements of the new era 
make it impossible for foe 
country to be isolated horn 
its Arab and Muslim depth. 

“My government stresses 
its concern with achieving 
Arab solidarity, and will 
work to build strong rela- 
tions... predicated on confi- 
dence and mutual respect 


...and will seek the highest foe role of foe union in orga- 
degree of coordination in the nising the journalem profes- 
political, economic, social sion and guaranteeing the 
and cultural fields” with freedom of foe press “within 
Arab countries, said Sharif foe moral and national re- 
. Zeid, adding foe government sponsibitity, foe conditions of 
will also pursue foe rcactiva- honesty and credibility... and 
tion of joint Arab institu- tolerance and supporting the 
tions, mainly the Arab democratic orientation in 
League- consistency with the Con- 

In the only reference to stitution.” 

Iraq in foe statement, Sharif Stressing the urgency with 
Zeid said foe government, in winch foe government sees 
cooperation with other foe necessity of developing 
friendly countries, will con- the national economy, foe 
tinue its efforts to end the prime minister said the gov- 
suffering of the Iraqi people eminent will proceed with 
and lift the economic embar- the reform programme, en- 
go imposed on them. courage the private sector. 

The prime minister also improve the investment di- 


stressed foe importance of vironment and seek coopera- 
developing relations with aO tion with the Arab countries, 
members of foe international the PNA, and international 
community, especially Isla- groups such as the European 


Mustafa Ali is a taxi driver in 
New York City who has no 
due where India is, but Hindi 
films aud songs are his 
favourite. Ali, an Egyptian, 
is not the only one of his 
kind. There are thousands of 
avid watchers of Indian 
movies across the African 
continent. South Asia, South 
East Asia, Middle East and 
Russia. “Though I don’t 
know much about India’s 
politics, I love its films and 
Amitabh Bach chan is my 
favourite,’’ says Harry Moza- 
lous of Ghana. 

Indian films, especially 
Hindi, Tamil, MalayaJam and 
Bengali, have become the 
country’s ambassadors of 
goodwill crossing over poli- 
tical barriers. In fact, in the 
early 60’s, Actor Director, 
*Raj Kapoor was more popu- 
lar than even politicians in 
Eastern Europe. “Mera 
Joota Hai Japani....” and 
“Awara Hoon...” were two 
songs which are still popular 
in Russia and China. 

Hindi films are also very 


mic countries, adding that 
Jordan wiD stand by the Mus- 
lim people in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and work to- 
wards the ending of foe suf- 
fering of the Chechen people. 

The government, said 
Sharif Zeid, will strengthen 
the feelings of belonging to 
the Arab and M uslim culture 
by highlighting the com- 
plementarity between Arab- 
ism and Islam. He said the 
government will encourage 
the spread of the Muslim 
culture and support the mes- 
sage of the mosque. 

Addressing foe role of the 
official media, the prime 
minister said the government 
will have as one of is priori- 
ties foe modernisation of the 
media so that they will be 
dose to die problems of the 
people and will help consoli- 
date foe democratic practice 
through credible coverage of 
events. 

Sharif Zeid said the gov- 
ernment will also review leg- 
islation governing the opera- 
tion of foe press in the coun- 
try in consultation with the 
press association and experts. 

“The government is com- 
mitted to guaranteeing the 
freedom of the press that was 
ensured by the Constitution 
and in accordance with ...the 
National Charter,” the prime 
minister stressed. 

He said foe government is 
counting on the review of the 
draft law for the Jordan Press 
Association, which is now 
with the House, to strengthen 


popular in neighbouring 
Pakistan, where these films 
are seen on pirated video 
cassettes. Their popularity 
even rose to greater heights 
after the completion of a 
Indo-Pak venture, ‘Henna’ 
which starred Zeba Bakhtiar, 
a Pakistani actress. 

India’s film industry is foe 
largest in the world, releasing 
nearly 1000 movies a year. 
Most of these films are pro- 
duced in Bombay, commonly 
called Bollywood, and Mad- 
ras. 

Though Hindi films occupy 
tire prime spot, of late its 
production scale has shown a 
downward trend. In 1991, 
215 Hindi films were pro- 
duced. In 1990 it climbed 
down to 200 and inl992 only 
189 Hindi films were made. 
Language-wise, Hindi, Tamil 
and Telegu, still occupy foe 
top three slots with a total of 
189, 180 and 153 films respec- 
tively in 1992. One of foe 
main reasons for the foil in 
the malting of films seemed 
to be foe invasion of satellite 


09$ 

PAK VAN SERVICES 

Extend their warm greetings and 
felicitations to the friendly people 
of India and the Indian Embassy 
on the occasion of 


IlC REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA 
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on the occasion of 
the Republic Day of India 

Som Datt Builders Limited 

conveys its felicitations 
and cordial wishes 
to the people of India 


Union. 

He said foe government 
will also work to develop 
educational institutions so 
that they will be able to meet 
the requirements of foe new 
era, and will review school 
curricula and encourage 
vocational training. 

The policy statement 
addressed other domestic 
sectors such as agriculture, 
tourism, social legislation, 
women’s rights, services pro- 
vided to citizens and pensions 
for retired army and civil 
service personnel among 
others. i 

“As my government pre- 
sents the House with this 
policy statement and asks for 
your confidence on its baas, 
we hope that your debates 
will enrich the plans and pro- 
jects included in it and that 
cooperation is achieved for 
the good of our country, peo- 
ple and nation under tire 
leadership of His Majesty 
King Hussein,” Sharif Zeid 
told lawmakers. 

Vote after debate 

The House is expected to 
take two to three days in 
discussing the policy state- 
ment ana indications are that 
foe government mil emerge 
from the confidence session 
with a strong parliamentary 
mandate though it will be 
subjected to tough criticism 
from opposition deputies. 

Observers say the govern- 
ment will secure 54 to 56 


rates of confidence in tire 
80-member House since il 
has the support of most mem- 
bers of four parliamentary 
blocs as well as tire majority 
of independent lawmakers. 

Withholding confidence 
will be foe 17-member Isla- 
mic Action Front, tire only 
bloc excluded from the gov- 
ernment, and leftist deputies 
Bassam Haddadin (Zarqa), 
Khalfi Haddadin (Amman) 
Mustafair Shndkat (Balqa), 
Toujan Faisal (Amman) as 
well as Deputy Talal Obddat 
(Irbid). "[ 

Joining the opposition de- 
puties in critidsnig the gov- 
ernment will be lawmakers 
who are unhappy with their 
exclusion from foe ministerial 
team. 

Ahmad Qudah (Ajlonn) 

highlighted this unhap piness 

among such deputies in a 
recent speech when he sub- 
jected the government to the 
harshest cr i tici sm yet for not 
having Ajloon (50 kilom et res 
of Amman) represented in 
the Cabinet. 

Parliamentary sources said 
Dr. Qudah could be joined 
by two to three deputies, 
including Deputy Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh (Mada- 
ba), in withholding confi- 
dence from the government 
in an expression of discontent 
about keeping them or their 
constituencies out of the 
Cabinet. 

Dr. Shakhanbeh told the 
Jordan Times Wednesday 
that it is “very likely" that be 
will withhold confidence 
from the government because 
tire “ministerial team is not 
an able one.” 

Parliamentary sources say 
opposition members will use 
the confidence session as an 
opportunity to air their views 
about the peace treaty and 
alleged encroachment on 
their freedom of expression. 

But supporters of the gov- 
ernment will not allow the 
opposition to win foe day, 
observers say. Therefore, 
they too will deliver speeches 
to counter the opposition’s 
allegations and defend the 
government’ s position, espe- 
cially on the peace treaty 
whose advantages they wifi 
try to spell out. 

Sharif Zeid’s cabinet is the 
fifth government to seek the 
confidence of the House 
since the parliamentary elec- 
tions of 1989. 


King, Arafat discuss bilateral ties 


(Con&med from page 1) 

by tire King to El Areesh on 
Egypt’s border with the Gaza 
Strip, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra said. 

The two leaders later 

started e xpand ed talks over a 
working dinner with senior 
officials from both sides 
attending at the Raghdan 
Palace. 

Petra said the King reaf- 
firmed Jordan’s continued 
support for the Palestinian 
people until they achieve 
their rights to their national 
sofi ana underlined the ne- 
cessity to strengthen inter- 
Arab relations based on clar- 
ity and honesty. 

“The King also reiterated 
foat Jordan would continue 
its role in safeguarding tire 
Islamic shrines in Jerusalem 
as it has done before based 
on its keenness to protect the 
interest of the (Arab and 
Muslim) Nation,” Petra said. 

“Jor dan has no ambition 
other than to preserve the 
shrines and their Tslamic and 
Arab identity,” Petra quoted 
the King as saying. 

In brief comments upon 
arrival at Martca airport, Mr. 
A rafat, on his first visit to 
Jordan since May, gave little 
due to his approach to a 
“memorandum of under- 
standing and cooperation” 
and six protocols that were 
drafted by a joint committee 
over foepast two days. 

The PLO leader would 
only say that be needed to 
“study the accords,” bat 
stressed that both Jordan and 
the Palestinians had a “com- 
mon goal to achieve solidar- 
ity and heal inter-Arab differ- 
ences.” 

The “memorandum” and 
protocols, which set out a 
framework for Jordan ian- 
Palestinian cooperation in 
banking and monetary 
affairs, education, trade, 
transport and telecom- 
munications, are expected to 
be signed by Mr. Arafat on 
Thursday before he leaves 
Jordan. 

The FLO leader visited 
Jordan in May and several 
reported plans to come here 
after he moved to the Gaza 
Strip in July were called off as 
he refused to sign an econo- 
mic accord negotiated in 


January 1994. 

Relations were further 
strained over Jerusalem after 
Israel acknowledged Jordan’s 
“special" role in Islamic 
shrines in the Holy City in tbe 
Jordanian- Israeli peace trea- 
ty signed on Oct. 26. 

According to Jordanian 
officials, the way for an Ara- 
fet visit was cleared when the 
two sides readied an under- 
standing over tire sensitive 
question of Jordan’s role in 
the l yianrir shrines in Arab 
East Jerusalem based on the 
Kingdom’s support for 
Palestinian claims to 
sovereignty over tire holy dty 
as part of the territories occu- 
pied in 1967. 

Tbe officials said that Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, in talks with Arafat 
at tire Moroccan resort of 
Ifran on tire fringes of a 
meeting of foe Jerusalem 
Committee this month, had 
assured the PLO leader that 
Jordan “has no hidden inten- 
tions” in Jerusalem or the 
rest of tire occupied territor- 
ies and that tire Kingdom 
would hand over custody of 
tire Mair|tr shrines in Jeru- 
salem as and when foe 
Palestinians, gain sovereignty 
over the Holy City. 

But at foe airport, tbe 
Palestinian leader appeared 
to cast doubt whether tbe 
contentious issue of East 
Jerusalem was resolved. 

In answer to a question on 
whether Jordan and tire PLO 
had reached a formula over 
tire Jordanian role in the holy 
sites in Jerusalem, Mr. Ara- 
fat replied: “We have not 
readied that (formula) yet” 

The PLO views tire Israeli 
recognition of Jordan’s roJe 
in Jerusalem as undermunug 
tire Palestinians' quest to re- 
gain tbe dty that they see as 
foe capital of a future inde- 
pendent state. PLO leaders 
refused to accept foe Jorda- 
nian argument that the King- 
dom relinquishing its role in 
Jerusalem at this point in 
time would only allow Israel 
to advance its quest to 
obliterate the Arab and Isla- 
mic character of Jerusalem in 
tire absence of a Palestinian 
authority to fill the vacuum. 

Observers said Mr. Ara- 
fat’s comments in Amman on 
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important step” towards the 
restoration of Jordanian 
rights. 
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Kabariti deplores 
Tel Aviv bombing 


(C onti nu e d from page 1) 

Kabariti deplored these de- vetopmeni 
velopmeots which, he said, the fives c 
were aimed at undermining region am 
the peace process. progress s 

“Terrorism, violence and 
counterviolence must not be . _ On Jon 
allowed to famdiw the peace vis foe cc 
process or undermine serious signing 
efforts towards achieving real Prolifera 
progress In the on go ing nego- Kabariti i 
tiatjons on all tracks,” Mr. tion wa 
Kabariti told foe Jordan framewo 
Times. General , 


Responding to a question, 
the wimisiBr said that “one 
cannot but condemn thisr cy- 

cte of violence and killings no 

matter what the motives or 
justifications- .were." He 
stressed that “reaction , to 
neb acts most note sene the aizas 
of those who da not want tire 
region to reach a state of just 
and comprehensive peace.” 


velopments that reflect op- ? 
tire fives of the people m fog.i: 
region and open the way for - 
progress and growth.” 9 ,-: 
iri ■.* 

. On Jordan’s position vis-ip? ., 
vis foe controversy over foft; 
signing of the No%r.-> 
Proliferation Treaty, Mr-,. 
Kabariti said Jordan's posi- 
tion was clear in the-. , 
framework of the U.l^- 
General Assembly in terms’, 
of rejecting tire use of nudeax. 
weapons and tire threat ei q 
using such weapons. He said. ■ 
tins position calls for a total. 
removal of these arms and alL 
weapons of mass destruction . . 

He pointed out that Jordan 
had sucreeded m jndndingta f 
danse in its peace treaty with j 
bad for working towards, t 
“tire aeatraa . of a Middle j 


He added that “foe best * East free from weapons of 
response is to proceed ahead mass destruction, both coo- 
in the peace process so that ventional and non- 
we can achieve positive de- conventional.” 


Indian films make their mark 


-■■■■■*■ - I 


television and cable TV. 

Indian cinema is today 
eighty-two years old. Since 
tire first ever Indian film, 
“Raja Harisb Chandra” hit 
the screen on May 3, 1913, 
since then cinema has been 
extremely popular. 

Satyajit Ray, Mrinal Sen 
and Ritwik Ghatak are the 
torch-bearers of the ‘new- 
wave’ cinema in India. The 
crowning glory for Indian 
cinema was the Oscar 
awarded to Satyajit Ray for 


his contribution to the art 
form. 

Mrinal Sen experiments 
with new ware as weD as 
fantasy. His well-known films 
include Bhuvan Shome, 
Chorus, Mrigaya and Akaler 
San dh ana. Ritwik Ghatak’s 
films bore traumas of change 
in a man’s world. The Hindi 
film industry also saw films 
from the 'New Cinema 
Group’. These include Basu 
Chatter jee’s Sara Akash, 
Shyam Bene gal’s Manthan, 


Nishant, Kalyug and Trikal. 

Quality films have 
emerged from the South with 
tire advent of Directors Eke 
K. Balachander, Jayakan- 
than, John Abraham, Adoor 
Gopalaknshna, Aravin dan 
and Mam Rafonam, whose 
recent movie ‘Roja’ mTatpil 
(later dubbed in Hindi) wash 
superhit. The film is about 
tire kidnap of a scientist by 
Kashmiri militan t* and his 
wife’s efforts to secure his 
release. The songs of tire film 


have also become overwhel- 
mingly popular both at home 
and abroad, with the Music 
Director, 16-year-old A.R. 
Rahman winning the national 


award. 

With several countries 

nerrt^ndian film-makers, 
people abroad are now get- 


ting exposed to quality films j 
as well as wholesome enter- J 
tainment movies. Indian * 
films have certainly come of \ 
age- . - i 


Felicitations and best wishes to India and her 

people on its 

Republic Day 

with best compliments from 

Moh’d S. Al Kalash and 
Naim E. Zaghloul 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Sharqatli 

Trading Company 

Amman Tel.: 636874 - 630449 

wishing . 

the people of India more 
progress and prosperity on the occasion of 

The Republic Day of India 









ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA 



The Management 
and staff of 



Indo-Jordan Chemicals Company Ltd 

(A Joint Venture orSPIC-India & JPMC-Junlan) 

CONVEYS ITS FELICITATIONS AND CORDIAL 
WISHES TO THE PEOPLE OF INDIA 


Jallad International 
G r o u" p 
Tel : 6 S 7 2 3,4 
Fax': 6 8 7 2 r 3 5 
P . O . Box ( 962281 ) 
( 11196 ) - Amman 
Jordan .£ 


Jallad international Group 

would like to convey 
their hearty greetings 
and felicitations to 

India on the occasion of its 

Republic Day 

Wishing India, 
prosperity and progress 
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Computers arabisation: 
A continuous challenge 


By Jean-CZainffe Elias 

Computer arabisation has already been the subject of 
this column two times since 1993. Today, our 
intention is not to talk about or analyse any technical 
point regarding arabisation but rather to re-examine 
its global importance. 

Arabisation is the possibility to use programmes in 
Arabic, eventually in conjunction with other lan- 
guages. The celebrated Nafitha arabisation system, 
that is also one of the earliest in the history of PCs. 
allows users to work in Arabic, using standard 
software, not necessarily designed with the Arabic 
language in mind. The well-known dBase program- 
me for example was initially developed to run in 
English, or any other Latin-alphabet-based language. 
Once Nafitha is installed however, one can enter and 
process Arabic data with dBase. Naturally the 
commands and menus remain in English. Though 
widely implemented. Nafitha has inherent weaknes- 
ses. 

Then came the arabisation of Microsoft Windows. 
Ironically, Nafitha is the Arabic word for "window". 
It is certainly just a coincidence. Microsoft started by 
arabising the main Windows operating system and 
then took on arabising the different programmes that 
one would usually like to have on top of Windows : 
Excel spreadsheet, MS- Word word processor and 
Access data base. The obvious advantage compared 1 
with Nafitha is that the programmes are meant to 
work in Arabic and are not just adapted. No feature 
is removed from the English original work. 

The effort it takes to release a bilingual (Arabic/ 
English) version of each of these packages is huge. 
Only system analysts and software developers have a 
good idea of what it takes to do that. Also every time 
a new English version is released. Excel 4.0, 5.0. etc, 
the equivalent bilingual must be prepared. 

Earlier this week a team of Microsoft experts gave 
a lecture-seminar in one of Amman 's hotels to a large 
group of graciously invited guests, introducing the 
company's fully arabised " Microsfot Office" package 
that includes Excel. Word, Access , PowerPoint and 
Mail. The team is currently touring the Middle East 
and making presentations at the rhythm of one 
country a day. 

With its amazing success record, it makes no doubt 


chip talk 



in everybody's mind that Microsoft is a business 
conscious company. Which brings the obvious ques- 
tion: Is the market for Arabic software worth all the 
trouble? Knowing Microsoft one should answer yes. 
even before starting any situation analysis. The total 
population in the Arab countries is approximately 
250 millions. Some factors contribute to reduce the 
market size: Computer literacy in Yemen for inst- 
ance is much lower than in Jordan and some PC users 
in Arab countries work in English only. Other factors 
on the contrary contribute to increase the market 
size: Arabic is not only used in the Arab countries. 
On average, these factors counter balance and the 
final marker size may be considered as 250 millions. 

A negative factor, that has nothing to do with 
market size is wide spread usage of software piracy in 
the Arab countries. One must however acknowledge 
that many bf these countries have recently im- 
plemented copyright laws and have actually started 
enforcing them : Jordan, the United Arab Emirates. 
Saudi Arabia, for example. 

So, are Microsoft efforts rewarding, financially and 
directly speaking? Only the company can tell. Our 
guess however is a strong "yes". While Nafitha was 
designed in Bahrain, by "01 Systems”, an Arab 
company, Microsoft is a U.S. corporation and its 
arabisation team is based in Redmond. WA. It is 
certain that they consider the Arab market as very 
important, if not for now then for the short future. 
One thing is sure: Without the Arabic-English 
versions of Word and Excel they have become 
accustomed to, millions of users from Abu Dhabi to 
Morocco wouldn't see the world through the same 
eyes. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shtsqolr 


TANTALIZING FACTS 


& In Seattle , the capital of Washington state, there is 
a special museum where different equipment for- 
grilling the bread are displayed. 

& fr j* - tfr jfr 


fr Sons of a Tanzanian tribe believe that an exchange 
of spitting on one another is a sign of expressing 
respect and good intention. Therefore, expectora- 
tion has become their custom whenever they meet 
or see themselves off. 

■A- & ft jJr Or 

& An American company produces some kind of 
biscuit for children who dislike using a brush and 
toothpaste. The new product refreshes and cleans 
the moucb and teeth. 


& In Darwin, Australia, an annual race is held 
between boats which are totally made of empty cans 
of beer. 


jfr In Atlanta, USA, there is also a museum which is 
completely provided with everything related to 
Mitchel novel Gone With The Wind. 

LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 

— Do you like fruit? Hal tohibbo al-fakiha? 

— Yes, / do. It's very useful for our bodies as it's rich 
in vitamins. 

Na’am ohibboha. Innaha mufeedaton te-ajsamina wa 

gbaniyaton bil-vitaminat. 

— What about having some fruit juice ? 

Ma ra’yoka fee tanawol baadan min asiril fakiba? 

— Why not? I’d like a glass of orange juice, please. 
Walima la? Oreedo kooban min asiril burtuqal, min 

fadlik. 

— What fruit do you like to eat? 

Mai fakiba aila ti tohibbo ann ta’k ntaha '* 

— Bananas, grapes, peaches and figs. 

AJ mawz, al inab , al khokh , wat-teen. 

— Are fruit prices high ? 

Hal as’aarul fakiba murtaft’a? 

— No, they are reasonable. La, innaha ma * quia . 

— Does Jordan produce mangoes? 

Hal yontfi al-Ordon al-manja? 

— No, we import it from Egypt and India. 

La, fanahnu nastawridoha min Misr wai - Hind. 

— Do you like eating jam at breakfast? 

Hal tohibbo ann ta'kola al-murabba indal iftar? 

— Yes, and also apricot and strawberry. 

Na’am, wakazalika murabba al-mishuusn wal-farawla. 

— Do you grow fruit in your garden? 

Hal taz’ra’oooal fakiba fee badeekatikom? 

— Yes, we grow tangarines, pears, plums, almonds, 
quinces, pomegranates, dates and cherries. 

Na’am , fanahnu naz’ra yusif afandi, kummathra 
(ftass), barquq , laws, safarjal, rumman, balah wa 

karaz. 


TIME FOR FUN 

3* An idle man knocked at a door asked the housewife 
for something to eat. 

"Well, I'll give you some food on condition that 


you mow the lawn in my garden first, ” the woman 
said. 

"My fair lady. I’ve come here to ask for help not 
for bartering, ” the man replied. 

Or # /r j5- Hr 

■ir Two French were talking together in a bar. 

THE FIRST: "Do you speak German?" 

THE SECOND: “Yes. of course.” 

THE FIRST: "Then. say some German words so 
that I may learn. " 

THE SECOND: "Volks Vagen came the reply. 

& -A- jfr & ir 

j S r It’s universally acknowledged that fishermen and 
hook-fishing fans are less talkative than others. 

Once two of them went fishing. Each hurled his 
hook. Two hours passed without uttering even one 
word or making the least movement. But it hap- 
pened that one of them moved and lifted his leg at 
that momenf. 

‘Xisfen man. this is the second time you move your 
leg within four hours. Tell me. for goodness sake, 
whether you came here to catch fish or to dance f” 


^ 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. What is another name for Ireland? 

2. What is the longest tunnel in the world? I 

3. What is a maypole ? 

4. What do we mean by "deuce" in lawn tennis? 

5. What do we call a pile of stones used as a mark or 
memorial? 

6. What is Che crookedest railway in the world? 

& & v & jz 

PERPLEXITIES 

GRAND TOUR 

The Isle of Boloney has IS districts and an interior 
passport system. Any person entering any one district 
has to surrender the i isa tor that district on leaving it 
and may not re-enter until a new one has been 
obtained. 

Tbe Inspector of Consciences has been ordered to 
visit each of the IS districts in one tour. 

Can you plan a route for him whereby each of the 
districts is visited once only? 
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The irrepressible impulse 


By Samar GbaMb B aga mmn 

The belief that there is a serious malaise at the very 
heart of literature is not new. The arts have been 
failing for ever, with poetry, drama and now fiction 
dropping off tbe bough. Novels are nowhere as good 
as they used to be 10 years ago , 50 years ago, 100 
years ago. Maybe, in fact, the form is dying at last , as 
so many have predicted — passing, perhaps, into the 
hands of disappointed politicians , stand-up come- 
dians or catwalk models, or disappearing entirely off 
the page and into the screen. 

Nothing stimulates literary discussion more than a 
sound sense of malaise, and malaise has been around 
for some time now. I am an academic, and it is 
well-known in academic literary circles there are 
many theories. It was in the sixties that these theories 
began to acquire an ever-increasing sense of morbid- 
ity. First there was Post-Modernism: the theory of 
“ the literature of exhaustion,” where everything was 
a quotation from everything else. Then after Post- 
Modernism came Post-Mortemism. This took the 
form of the Theory of tbe Death of the Subject, the 
Theory of the Death of the Author, and the Theory 
of the Death of tbe Book where a screen-based 


global village replaces the praif-tased otore- 
& But anyone who moves in bterary onrfes, or has 
simply beard a literary cat ic speak , will know tbe 
power of these theories. You have only to gojodm 
subject catalogue of any library to see thclongbstof 
books on tbe Death of the Subject. The ^fbor 
shelves of any bookshop display towwbtuan asf 
number of authors have written on^e Pe^ ofthe 
Author. And both the libraries and thetmokstores 
arc filled with books dealing with tire Death of the 

^ut. even in the age of ever-multiplying imagery, 
the word has not died , and tire book has not 
disappeared. Someone once said that if tbe match 
had been invented after tbe cigarette hghter, people 
would have called it an improvement The same is 
surely true of the book, which may have changed but 
shows every sign of surviving the technological 
revolution. The movies may be fine, and interactive 
TV a human blessing. But tbe book, which you can 
slip into your pocket , mark up, riffle through back 
and forth, throw over your shoulder, read on the 
beach or in the bath, tear, wipe up with , go back to, 
or store elegantly, is still with us. And so is the 
serious novel and tbe serious author. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Jan. 26 
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730 N.B.A. 


830 Road To Avonlea 

Felicity’s first crush has a hilarious result as she defies 
her parents to meet with her young man. 

9:10 Tbe Hat Squad 

When two policemen and a star witness are killed, 
the Hat Squad traces the murders of two brothers 
who are professional hit men. 

105)0 News In English 

1030 Feature FUm — Havana 

Starring: Robert Redfbrd & Lena Olin 

The film tells the exciting story of an American 
gambler and his heroic role in freeing an anti- 
government leader during the Cuban revolution. 

12.-00 Tbe Exile 

A girl is apprehended by the French police and asked 
to cooperate with them during their attempt to track 
down a gang dealing with drugs. 

Friday, Jan. 27 

730 Movies, Games And Videos 
85)0 African Skies 

A sabotaged pipe is blown up causing a toxic spill, 
while Rory and Jam are combining their talents to 
form Club Rory and organise a costume party at tbe 
St. Regis Academy. 

830 Desmond’s 

Owner Desmond Ambrose is a self-taught barber 
who knows only one style — sbort-back-and-sides. 
Bom in Guyana, he still dreams of going back there 
to retire. 

9m P.M. Magazine 
930 Heart Of Courage 
l(kOO News In English 
1030 Blanche 

At last, Blanche’s true passion for Clauvis translates 
into a complete and happy marriage. 

125)0 Never Tbe Twain 

Simon ’s fear of riding aeroplanes turns to a hilarious 
scene when be and Oliver decide to travel to 
Vancouver. 

Saturday, Jan. 2S 

730 Harry And Tbe Hendersons 

85X) Documentary — Innovation 

The programme looks at the outer space and several 
attempts to explore other forms of d\ilisation. 

830 Quantum Leap 

9:15 Murder Sbe Wrote 

Murders occur as people fall foul over a valuable 
silver coin that bas been previously stolen. 

105)0 News In English 

1030 Feature FBm — Country 

Starring: Jessica Lange & Sam Shepard 

The film tells the story of the Ivys , a farm family 
deeply rooted to tbe soil around them. So when the 
government bureaucrats decide to take it all away, 
there ’s only one decision the family can make..., they 
are staying. 

125)0 Major Dad 

Sunday, Jan. 29 

730 Galactic* 

8:1$ The Nanny 
8:45 Tbe Album Show 
930 Heartbeat 


10:00 News In English 

1030 Feature FUm — Blind Spot 

Starring: Joanne Woodward & Laura Linney 

Tbe film tells tbe tragic story of a woman who is a 
cocaine addict and her mother's incredible battle to 
save her out of this deadly spot. 

1230 The Hidden Room 

A woman recalls a past incident in which she bad 
saved her mother from committing suicide. 

Monday, Jan. 30 

7:30 Boogies Diner 
8:00 Black Beauty 
830 Street Hawk 

An attempt to substitute a detained prisoner, who is 
charged with a $20 million robbery, with another, 
while being transported to the jatlhouse. 

9:15 Shades Of LA. 

10.-00 News In English 

1030 Louisiana 

Through tbe Paris uprising and the civO war, Virgi- 
nia's world falls apart. She fights to keep and 
resurrect Bagatelle. But, her struggle has only just 
begun... 

Tuesday, Jan. 31 

730 Documentary — Practical Guide To Tbe Uni- 
verse 

The programme looks at our planet Earth and tries to 
trace back tbe different stages it bas gone through 
since tbe beginning of creation. 

8:00 You Bet Your Life 

830 Road To Avonlea 

Young cannery worker, Gus Pike , struggles to 
overcome bis illiteracy with the help of Hetty King. 

9:10 Documentary — Equinox 

The programme looks at whether genetic engineers 
could reconstruct Jiving, breathing dinosaurs that 
might once more walk on Earth. It follows each 
scientific step needed to create Jurassic park. 

105)0 News In English 

1030 Wild Pahns 

Virtual Reality 

Hairy could never feel how much he loves his wife 
until he loses her completely after being strangled by 

125)0 Tbe Piglet Files 

Wodxamsday, Fob, 1 

730 Ramadan In Tbe World 
7:45 Charlie Chaplain 
85)0 Law And Order 

9:10 Tbe Cinder Path 
105)0 News In 

10:40 Snowy River 
125)0 Feature FUm — Paptikm 

Starring: Steve McQueen & Dustin Hoffman 

ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Erin. 

2. The Simplon tunnel. 12 'A miles long, on the route 
connecting Switzerland with Italy. 

3. A tall, decorated pole around which villager and 
children dance on May Day. 

4. When both sides are level with three points all. 

5. A cairn. 

6. The Mount Tamalpais Scenic Railway in California 

PERPLEXITIES 

Here is one solution: 
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Prime Minister says improving the economy, addressing unemployment, 
modernising legislation and maintaining security are top priorities 

Government will work to achieve better ties with Arab countries 
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(Continued from page 6) 

sod at the same time to highlight 
the complementary and insepar- 
able relationship between its two 
components. Arabism and Islam. 
In this respect, the government 
will make use of the available 
potentials to support cultural and 
art societies, unions and forums 
to serve their members and 
empower their roles in deepend- 
ing the sense of national and 
pin- Arab belonging. 

These potentials will also be 
used to set up cultural depart- 
ments in the new govemorate 
centres, open branches of the 
national library in tbe Kingdom's 
dries and to bolster cooperation 
and contact between our cultural 
institutions and their counter- 
parts in the Arab World with a 
view to strenghening tbe citizen's 
confidence in his nation and fu- 
ture. 

My government is keen on 
doing its best to implement the 
letter of appointment's directives 
regarding culture including 
guaranteeing freedom of creativ- 
ity, backing creative people in art 
and literary areas through offer- 
ing them job opportunities and 
atmospheres of creativity and 
assisting them in attaining all 
resources of human culture. 

If the role of educational and 
cultural institutions is to create 
comprehensive awareness and 
the role of universities is to be 
centres of research and enlight- 
meot and an image of academic 
freedom in research and thinking 
then the role of information 
should be one that represents the 
entire homeland. 

In this new climate of change, 
evaluating and modernising the 
official media institutions" and 
their performance, is one of this 
government's priorities. .The 
media will touch upon people's 
concerns, deepending their prac- 
tice of democracy. It mil also 
stimulate dialogue among them 
and provide an atmosphere of 
constructive criticism and attach- 
ment between the people and 
officials, and support every 
national effort, and will open 
wider spaces for citizens to look 
into what is going on in the world 
as a means of progress and 
changing circumstances, with 
accurate and scientific news cre- 
dibility. 

We are proud that the timbrel-, 
la of the Jordanian electronic 
media reflect the image of our 
country and its national voice to 
the world. Through the Arab 
Jordanian space channel and 
radio, my government will work 
to have the satellite transmission 
reach all parts of the world in the 
near future. 

As for the press, the govern- 
ment is keen on securing its 
freedom which is guaranteed by 
the constitution, and in the same 
image drawn and defined by the 
national charter. The govern- 
ment will coordinate with the 
Jordanian Press Association 
(JPA) and cooperate with a 
group of experts to review all 
legislation related to journalism. 
The government hopes that 
through your honourable House, 
discussion of the temporary law 
of the JPA presented to you, will 
bolster the role of the association 
in organising the profession and 
securing the freedom of the press ' 
in the context of national and 
moral responsibility, and in 
accordance with the terms of 
integrity, honesty of speech, 
tolerance, and support for consti- 
tutional democracy. 

In the field of youth, the gov- 
ernment is concerned with in- 
vesting in their active potentials 
and aspirations and providing 
them with all means necessary to 
continue upgrading them in 
accordance with the solid bases 
founded on the faith in God and 
belonging to tbe nation with a 
sense of responsibility to raise a 
strong youtn in terms of faith, 
morals and personality, aware of 
tbe heritage and role of their 
nation in human civilisation and 
proud of their history the wise 
Hashemite leadership. 

To achieve this the govern- 
ment will continue to work on 
tbe infrastructure or all youth 
and sports activities, building 
youth homes, sport complexes 
and centres to serve this sector in 
various parts of the Kingdom. 
The government will also con- 
tinue supporting the sport unions 
and sport dubs financially, to 
enable them to undertake their 
role in serving the sport move- 
ment and organsing local and 
international sports events to de- 
velop and activate sports to reach 
the standards that our country 
deserves. Is.e government will 
work to activate the role of 
sports and youth leaders centres 
so as to be a regional Olympic 
centre, well-prepared to receive 
and train Arab nationals. 

The government will also re- 
sume the issuance of the educa- 
tion periodicals and expand the 
opening of new channels to 
maintain contacts between our 
youth inside and outside the 
country. 

'The government will attach 
special attention to the voluntary 
work and the activation of the 
role of youth centres in this 
regard. In addition to that, the 
government will enhance the role 
of boys and girls scouts and 
conduct A1 Hussein camps for 
obstruction to work in different 
Places and specific seasons. 

The approval of the youth law 
will, enable the government to 
realise these aspirations and pro- 
vide a fixed income to support 
these activities, through estab- 
lishing' a fund for supporting 
youth and sports movements. 

The government wifi work on 


Jordanian- Palestinian relations should be based 
on a clear vision for benefit of two peoples 


encouraging the spread of Isla- 
mic culture and will adopt the 
Islamic Sharia law and rules as 
the main source of legislation. 
The government will also sup- 
port the role of mosques through 
providing the preaching and gui- 
dance system with efficient qual- 
ified imams, upgrading levels of 
tuition and sermons, intensifying 
religious lessons to steer citizens 
to the meaning of good, virtue 
and tolerance. The government 
will also activate the role of 
Islamic culture and the Holy 
Karan's homes, and attach max- 
imum attention to religious tui- 
tion through improving the per- 
formance of community colleges, 
institutions and religious schools. 

The government will go for- 
ward in executing the royal wish 
to reinnovate the iombs of the 
companions of Prophet Moham- 
mad as it did in continuing to 
support the committee of re- 
novating A1 Aqsa and the Dome 
of the Rock, to maintain and 
reconstruct Islamic holy sites in 
Jerusalem, and the reconstruc- 
tion of A1 Aqsa pulpit to be a 
replica of Saladin's pulpit. 

The government will make 
sure to support the tasks of the 
Islamic waqf. develop its re- 
sources and invest its properties, 
aioing it to perform its duties 
towards society, contributing to 
achieving development and fight- 
ing poverty, and utilising the 
zakat (aims to the poor) fund to 
reach this end. 

The government will continue 
performing its duties towards pil- 

f rims and provide them with the 
est of services. 

In the field of administrative 
reform and development, the 
government is determined to 
utilise the human resources, up- 
grade its efficiency, develop its 
positive attitudes towards dvil 
service, encourage qualification 
and vocational training of all 
service standards, develop the 
dvil service system and develop 
legislations goverrning dvil ser- 
vice in a manner resulting in 
additional concentration on the 
supremacy of the law and 
observation of the integrity and 
objectivity in the appointment 
and promotion procedures. The 
government will work on de- 
veloping the general organisa- 
tional structure of the state in- 
stitutions to define relations and 
contacts among them simplifying 
the administrative procederes 
and transparency in departments 
with direct contact with dtizens, 
developing administrative data 
systems and introducing the tech- 
nology of data management in a 
way that secures the enhance- 
ment of efficiency of the various 
administrations. 

The government wifi further 
study decentratlisation to evolve 
the role model that would reduce 
routine procedures, making it 
easier for dtizens to deal with 
government departments and re- 
sulting in the effident utilisation 
bodies system in fulfillment of 
development requirements, thus 
serving the homeland and its 
citizens. 

My government is totally de- 
termined to guarantee the in- 
tegrity and justice of all of its 
procedures, and will adopt all 
necessary procedures to guaran- 
tee the absolute honesty and 
justice of the civil servants tasks, 
remote form bias cowards any 
side and away from malpractice', 
breach of trust, and administra- 
tive and financial corruption. 

The government will support 
the Audit Bureau and the 
Bureau of Administration Moni- 
toring and Inspection enabling 
them to perform their tasks of 
safeguarding public funds, and 
monitoring administrative per- 
formance to its best. 

In order to provide an easy 
access for the arizen to achieve 
social and administrative ser- 
vices, my government will work 
on fixing the national number 
and making it obligatory. The 
numbers of almost 90 per cent of 
the citizens have already been 
registered at the Gvil Status De- 
partment. 

With regard to the economic 
field, the government’s efforts 
will concentrate on improving 
the process of comprehensive de-' 
velopmeur through achieving 
sustainable economic growth and 
reviving the economic sectors 
which suffered lately from some 
slowdown. The government will 
also give maximum attention to 
create the appropriate invest- 
ment environment to attract loc- 
al and foreign investment since 
investment is the comer stone for 
the attainment of healthy and 
sustainable growth. 

Necessary measures wifi be 
taken to stimulate national sav- 
ings, broaden the productivity 
base, increase competitive capac- 
ity of local exports, maintain 
ideal utilisation of the available 
resources, activate the private 
sector’s role in pushing forward 
the national economy movement 
and distribute the proceeds of 
development In a way that en- 
sures the desired social justice in 
various parts of the Kingdom. 

Therefore, the government is 
determined to adopt a conve- 
nient economic framework which 
guarantees the establishment of 
sound economic bases resulting 
in achieving continued growth, 
maintaining monetary and finan- 


cial stability and surmounting 
discrepancies and deformities, fit 
conclusion, it is imperative to go 
forward in implementing the 
national economic restructuring 
programme with full strength 
and determination as it repre- 
sents the appropriate pillar for 

growth continuity, preservation 
of the stability of the Jordanian 
dinar exchange rate, augmenting 
the Kingdom's foreign ‘currency 
reserves and achieving relative 
stability in the general level of 
prices.' 

The government will work on 
developing economic legisla- 
tions. foremost of which are the 
laws of encouraging investment, 
companies, free zone corpora- 
tion, Amman Financial Market, 
customs brokers and middlemen 
with a view to enhance invest- 
ment incentives clarify legal 
texts, facilitate procedures, re- 
duce rountine and bureaucracy, 
remove all investment barriere. 
ease burdens laid on investors, 
facilitate their work and familia- 
rise them with the available in- 
vestment opportunities as well as 
to encourage foreign investment 
within the framework of national 
priorities that best achieve the 
public interest. The government 
will continue to improve the 
national economy infrastructure 
and provide the basic services 
supportive to the investment sec- 
tors especially those related to 
water, electricity, telecom- 
munications and roads. 

The government will work on 
enacting a new draft law for 
income tax whose articles would 
cope with modern developments 
and take into consideration the 
achievement of further taxation 
justice, the encouragement of 
investment and the maimaing of 
tax revenues as well as realising 
clarity of the articles and rules to 
reduce interpretations as much 
as possible when applying them. 
The government would like to 
emphasise that this draft law will 
not impose new taxes on capital 
profits including profits resulting 
from real estates and financial 
market dealings nor will it dis- 
tinguish between various activi- 
ties regardless of who is conduct- 
ing them. 

The government will attach 
special attention to support 
national industries, enhance 
domestic production in quantity 
and quality through applying the 
international specification stan- 
dards in terms of quality in a way 
that meets the local marke't 
needs and requirements, and 
bolster the ability to compete in 
foreign markets. 

The government has already 
devised the appropriate mechan- 
ism to apply the rules of law 
which was approved by your 
honourable House and came into 
effect as of 16 Jan. 1885. 

The government will attempt 
to motivate individual initiatives 
and encourage the private sector 
to play its effective national rote 
in the economic development 
process thus enhancing the com- 
plementary relationship between 
the private and public sectors 
and to increase the private sec- 
tor's contribution in economic 
decision making through consult- 
ing its representatives in mod- 
ernising relevant laws and leg- 
islations. 

The government will apply the 
privatisation policy gradually giv- 
ing priority to private sector- 
oriented investment in tbe fields 
of tourism and manufacturing 
industries while the government 
would keep its investment in 
strategic industries. The govern- 
ment will consider converting 
some of its corporations to fully 
stale-owned companies in prepa- 
ration for providing future in- 
vestment for itself funded by 
national saving without recours- 
ing to budget financing. These 
corporations include Jordan 
Electricity Authority, the Tele- 
communications Corporation. . 
the Public Transport Corpora- 
tion and Royal Jordanian Air- 
lines in addition to transforming 
tbe petrol department at the 
Natural Resources Authority 
into a national oil company. 

The government will attach 
special attention to the import- 
ance of encouraging commodity 
and service exports, in order to 
build of a reserve of foreign 
currencies continuing granting 
tax incentives for the profits of 
exports, and facilitating the pro- 
cess of importing production in- 
puts, offering institutional sup- 
port to promote national exports 
through intensifying participa- 
tion in international fairs, 
marketing scholarships, and aid- 
ing producers to improve their 
products in order to maintain 
traditional markets and enter 
new ones. 

In the field of fiscal policy, the 
government will continue to 
work on reducing the budget 
deficit excluding aid and foreign 
grants to keep it below 4.3 per 
cent of the gross national product 
of 1995. through improving the 
efficiency of public revenue col- 
lection, and controlling and 
rationing of current expenditures 
without decreasing the level of 
services provided. 

The government will continue 
its efforts to reduce the foreign 
debt burden, support the balance 
of payments, and reduce the 
burdens on the state's budget 
through working on writing off 


debts of creditors fully for par- 
tially or transforming parts of the 
debts into grams used to finance 
invest men i ventures in Jordan. 

The government will also seek 
to reschedule debts on easy 
terms in the context of executive 
agreements of the Paris Club 
minutes. 

The government will be com- 
mitted to laws related to public 
debts and not to expand local 
borrowing, in order to enable the 
private sector to acquire neces- 
sary credits from the banking 
system to finance its investment 
ventures. 

The government will acceler- 
ate capital expenditure espedully 
in labour intensive projects that 
can be constructed quickly such 
as rural and agricultural roads, 
schools, and government premis- 
es. medical centres, hospitals, 
dams and irrigation, with the aim 
of reviving economic activities 
and providing employment 
opportunities funds allocated for 
these projects in the budget 
reaching J D2S0 million. The gov- 
ernment will also seek to secure 
needed financing with soft terms 
to carry out projects of the 
JD39& million second chapter of 
the general budget from brother- 
ly and friendly countries and 
international foundations. 

The government will attach 
major attention to the tourism 
sector springing from the fact 
that our country has a disting- 
uished national fortune of anti- 
quities and unique cultural 
touristic and religious attractions 
which the government is keen to 
safeguard from any misuse and 
maintain as a witness -to our 
heritage and history, and as p3rt 
of our national and pan-Arab 
identity. 

The government will work on 
making tourism a major part of 
our national economy, it will 
enhance the role of the higher 
council of tourism, encourage 
the private sector to invest in this 
area, and will provide opportuni- 
ties and incentives for its initia- 
tives enabling it to compete in 
regional and international tour- 
ism markets. 

The government will carry out 
the infrastructural projects re- 
quired for the establishment of 
investment ventures in various 
touristic locations especially in 
the areas of Petra, the Dead' Sea 
and the southern shore of 
Aqaba, thus making these areas 
suitable for private sector invest- 
ment. In addition, the Wadi 
Rum area will receive special 
anention and care needed to 
develop it as a potential touristic 
location. The government will 
also form the Petra region coun- 
cil to secure and supervise the 
services in the area in a compre- 
hensive manner. 

The government will also de- 
velop the public antiquities law 
and activate the Antiquities De- 
partment in order to end the 
phenomenon of violating histor- 
ical sites. It will also develop a 
data documentation system re- 
lated to heritage and historical 
sites, and continue cooperation 
with local and international 
academic institutions and centres 
to conduct excavationai works, 
maintenance programmes, and 
renovation to safeguard these 
historical sites for Future genera- 
tions. All needed will be 
attached to the work of the 
Jordanian tourism authority in 
order to fulfil its tasks and will 
encourage Arab and domestic 
tourism because of its national 
and economic advantages. 

In the field of energy and 
mineral resources, the govern- 
ment will continue its efforts in 
the exploration of oil and other 
raw materials, in addition to pur- 
suing efforts in exploitation of 
alternative energy resource, such 
as oil shale. The government will 
continue implementing the “ru- 
ral fils" plan aiming at providing 
electricity to the remaining one 
per cent of human settlements in 
Jordan that so far do not enjoy 
these services, and will construct 
the power stations needed to 
cope with growing demand on 
electricity and modernise power 
supply grids. The government 
will continue supplying crude oil 
and its by-products to meet the 
people's demand. 

Due to the governmem'j 
realisation of the importance of 
Arab economic intergration, it 
trill seek the creation of a better 
climate in order to restore inter- 
Arab relations to their previous 
levels and to reach a greater 
degree of economic integration. 
Arising from the distinguished 
relations between the brotherly 
Jordanian and Palestinian peo- 
ples, the government will attach 
special attention to the import- 
ance of building a common eco- 
nomic future which requires 

additional economic and social 
cooperation in a manner that 
brings about greater benefit to 
the two people. 

The government is seeking to 
cope with regional and interna- 
tional changes and developments 
in an attempt to contain their 
impact and adjust to them and io 
enhance partnership relations 
with international economic 
blocs such as the European Un- 
ion in order 10 reap the positive 
benefits of projects financing, 
and to make use of the interna- 
tional economic openness. 

In Lhe field of social security . 


the government will work on 
developing rhe social security 
umbrella io provide basic needs 
and services to dtizens through 
the expansion of health and edu- 
cational services, the improve- 
ment of annual salary raises for 
civil servants, the adoption of a 
national housing programme for 
civil servants and those with low 
incomes and ihc support of the 
civil and military consumer cor- 
porations through increasing cus- 
toms duty exemption granted to 
them. 

The government believes in 
the just issue of the civic and 
military pensioners in accord- 
ance to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s directives. Therefore, it is 
currcntiv studying various 
alternatives with the objective of 
improving their pensions. A suit- 
able decision will be taken soon, 
regarding this issue in accord- 
ance with what the government 
pledged before your honourable 
house. 

The government will continue 
providing essential food items tor 
citizens such as bread, rice, sugar 
and powdered milk m quantities 
that meet demand, with subsi- 
dised prices provided to those 
deserving support, in addition to 
sccuring'the strategic reserve of 
basic food commodities through 
increasing storage capacities, ex- 
pansion m building supply com- 
plexes including increasing the 
number of ordinary and refriger- 
ated warehouses, and the en- 
largement of grain silos in order 
to meet growing consumption 
demand. The government will 
establish these ventures in 3ll of 
the Kingdom's go ve morales. 


My government attach max- 
imum priority to the problems of 
poverty and" unemployment. It 
will work hard to reduce their 
negative impact since the solu- 
tion needs comprehensive efforts 
and requires a long team. The 
national necessity makes it im- 
perative to adopt quick measures 
to face these challenges. This will 
be done through supporting 
small scale productive income 
generating projects, and en- 
couraging investments. In addi- 
tion to the necessity of activating 
the role of the private sector in 
the process of comprehensive de- 
velopment, and in carrying out 
labour intensive capital ventures. 
It will also have various ex- 
panded vocational and rehabi- 
litation programmes, and the in- 
crease in the number of those 
benifitrng from the programmes 
during 1995 to exceed 25.000 
trainees. 

The government will also en- 
courage private participation and 
activate social aid institutions 
such as Al Zaka (alms for the 
poor) Fund, charitable societies 
and the National Aid Fund 
whose allocations were raised by 
14 per cent this year in order to 
expand the umbrella of the reci- 
pients of its services, in addition 
fiscal aid to families ranged from 
JD 5U to W) per month. The 
government will activate the De- 
velopment and Employment 
Fund and spread its services in alt 
pans of the Kingdom in coopera- 
tion with the Agriculture Credit 
Corporation. Oueen Alia Fund 
and voluntary work institutions. 

The government will form a 
higher council for the social 
security and aid net work includ- 
ing parties which are relevant to 
the field in order to draw up a 
coordinated, comprehensive and 
dear cut plan with the aim of 
providing aid to those deserving 
it and contributing to the eli- 
mination of poverty and cutting 
down unemployment rates. 

The government will seek to 
realise a qualitative leap in the 
field of social legislation to 
guarantee the continuation of 
activating the role of women m 
the process of comprehensive de- 
velopment and their role in fami- 
ly and child care. It will also 
attach special anention to the 
handicapped improving their in- 
come levels to enable them to 
live in dignity. 

In the field of labour the gov- 
ernment will organise their 
labour market providing employ- 
ment opportunities for Jorda- 
nians seeking jobs and steering 
local labour into benefiting from 
vocational training programmes 
and professional rehabilitation to 
seize available employment 
opportunities in addition to se- 
rious efforts in opening more 
employment opportunities 
abroad especially for trained 
cadres. The government will 
work on organising all that is 
related to foreign labour correct- 
ing the status of those currently 
employed in cooperation with 
labour unions employers and 
parties concerned with relevant 
specialities and activating the re- 
sidence law in that regard. 

The Social Security "Corpora- 
tion will develop its investment 
policy as a savings corporation 
through partnerships with the 
private sector establishing com- 
panies and ventures through in- 
vestment in various fiscal tools 
such as loan guarantees bonds 
and real estates and through sav- 
ing certain percentage of its sur- 
pluses in the form of saving 
deposits ready to meet cash li- 
quidity needs. 

The corporation is currently 
studying modifying the rules of 


social security law in the light of 
economic and social changes. 
The corporation will reconsider 
through this study the current 
insurance formula including rais- 
ing the minimum level of pension 
and disability salaries taking into 
consideration maintaining a ba- 
lance between the corporation’s 
revenues and expenditures. 

The corporation is also study- 
ing the potential of providing 
health insurance for pensioners 
who do not benefit from civil 
military on private health insur- 
ance schemes, a step towards 
protecting those who do not have 
health insurance in the light of 
the study which was conducted 
for implementing the health in- 
surance project in cooperation 
with the centre for technical con- 
sultations and studies at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

My government is concerned 
with developing the agricultural 
sector leading to a greater con- 
tribution to gross domestic pro- 
duction and improving income 
for workers in the sector. 

In order to achieve this, the 
government will adopt certain 
measures to improve agricultural 
production in relation to water 
and land without harming the 
environment. 

The government will also in- 
tensify agricultural research and 
work on moving its programmes 
from experimental stations to the 
fields in an effort to lead these 
researchers to meet the require- 
ments of fanners. 

The government will improve 
the services of agriculture gui- 
dance and protection. It will also 
improve services in the veterin- 
ary field through mobile clinics, 
arid the establishment of quality 
laboratory and medical vet moni- 
toring. 

For the purpose of developing 
agricultural production and land 
reclamation, the government will 
produce seven million forestry 
plants distributed freely to peo- 
ple. in addition to 1.5 million 
olive plants distributed for far- 
mers at low prices. The govern- 
ment wilt help in recultivating 
125.000 dunums of arable lands 
planting them with fruit trees, 
and 60.000 dunums with pine 
trees. 

In an effort to solve the nega- 
tive impact of the problem of 
small agricultural property and 
the fact "that it is being reduced, 
fragmented and scattered, the 
government will draft a program- 
me of allocating agricultural slots 
as soon as the" division of fixed 
assets, currently before your 
house is endorsed. Soft loans' will 
also be available to continue 
grouping properties through 
financing buyouts of other 
shares. 

In the field of financing, mea- 
sures will be taken to incorporate 
the sources of government agri- 
cultural lending into the Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation, in 
order to enable it to cover the 
activities of the cooperative 
societies and the farmers union 
enabling them to secure the re- 
quirements of production at 
reasonable prices, and estab- 
lishing agricultural industries, in 
addition to supporting agricultu- 
ral marketing activities. 

To carry out these measures 
efficiently.' the government will 
attach special attention to the 
importance of institutional de- 
velopment process, enhancing 
popular participation in formu- 
lating agricultural decision. 

In'the field of water and irriga- 
tion. and in the light of regaining 
our rightful water shares in the 
Jordan and Yarmouk .rivers, the 
government will make the task of 
developing the utilisation of 
these resources a top priority. 
The government will seek to 
secure the required financing of a 
storage conversion dam on the 
Yarmouk river, and the exten- 
sion of a water conveyance sys- 
tem from the Jordan River to the 
King Abdullah Canal, and for 
drinking water from the Yar- 
mouk river reaching the centre of 
Jordan, in addition to the study 
of building siorage dams on the 
River Jordan. 

The government will continue 
executing ventures aiming at up- 
grading the effeciency of drink- 
ing water and irrigation supply 
systems to end waste of water, in 
addition to improving sewage 
systems, the effeciency of en- 
vironmental friendly water treat- 
ment stations, the protection of 
water sources from pollution, 
and the use of recycled water. 

The government will pursue 
implementing a plan to build a 
number of major dams and the 
expansion in drilling wells and 
building desert dams in coopera- 
tion with the armed forces aim* 
ing at doubling the storage capa- 
bilities of the Kingdom. 

The government will also work 
on developing the Wadi Araba 
area with the aim of malting it a 
population attraction centre, in 
addition to completing studies io 
develop the Dead Sea shore pro- 
viding it with the needed infras- 
tructure suitable for touristic in- 
vestment. 

The government will take 
steps to guarantee the expansion 
of the health insurance umbrella, 
as well as expansion in providing 
medical services through the 
opening and Operating of new 
hospitals in Karak, Der Abi 
Saeed. Yajoz. Irbid. Mn’an. and 


Sahab. and the construction of 
hospitals in the central Jordanian 
Valley area. Bani Kenanah dis- 
trict. 'and Wadi Musa. The gov- 
ernment will also build emergen- 
cy centres in Ma'an, Irbid. and 
Salt, in addition to establishing 
medical equipments mainte- 
nance centres, improving prim- 
ary medical care services through 
having more health centres and 
providing the hospitals of the 
Ministry of Health with full 
boarding services. 

The government will attach 
more attention to the issue of 
rood control. In order to realise 
this, the government is deter- 
mined to draft a law io establish 
an independent institution to 
take under its responsibility all 
issues related to food monitoring 
in an effort to safeguard the 
citizens' health. 

The government will also work 
on developing and modernising 
the laboratories services espe- 
cially in the fields of food, medi- 
cine and environment. 

A nursing faculty will be estab- 
lished in the governorate of 
Karak to fulfil needs of nursing 
cadets. 

In the field of municipal and 
rural affaits and the environ- 
ment, my government will hold 
municipal] elections for all muni- 
cipalities on a certain July day 
this year in accordance with the 
law. The government will 
guarantee the elections to take 
place in an honest and democra- 
tic atmosphere. 

The government will pursue 
efforts to draft an environment 
bill meeting major objectives of 
the national strategies of the 
protection of environment. 

The Bank of Urban and Rural 
Development is currently study- 
ing the possibilities of exempting 
local councils from paying in- 
terests on 1995 loans, in addition 
to the possibility of 'allocating 
pari of its profits to support local 
councils suffering from difficult 
financial conditions provided 
that these councils draw up plans 
to improve these conditions 
under the supervision of the 
bank, and linking this allocation 
with progress achieved in the 
implementation of the program^ 
me. 

The government will tend to 
reform the transportation poli- 
cies, develop legislations, res- 
tructure some public institutions, 
encourage investment and im- 
prove services, establishing man- 
agement data systems, and the 
development of security and 
safety factors. All this can be 
achieved through reorganising 
the transportation of passengers 
and goods, determining the 
Kingdom's needs of commuting 
vehicles, stimulating investment 
to provide them, establishing ser- 
vice installations in the form of 
stations and resthouses, and the 
modernisation of the road infras- 
tructure. 

The government will attach 
maximum importance to the sea 
port of Aqaba to activate its role 
and upgrade it and utilise its 
potential to meet anticipated in- 
crease in the volume of goods 
and the number of travellers and 
at the same time encouraging 
maritime transportation com- 
panies and opening room for the 
private sector to invest in this 
area. 

In the area of air transport, the 
government will draw a compre- 
hensive plan to modernise and 
develop Jordanian airports. The 
Royal Jordanian will attach re- 
quired attention aimed at in- 
creasing its capabilities, upgrad- 
ing its performance and mod- 
ernising us fleet to always be the 
bridge connecting Jordan with 
the rest of the world aiming at 
performing its national role 
through reflecting the image of 
our accomplishments to other 
countries. 

The government will work, on 
putting a complete prospective to 
link the areas of economic activi- 
ties. urban regions and neigh- 
bouring countries with a network 
of rail-roads, and continue to 
forge bilateral agreements in 
land, sea and air transport in a 
way of achieve the best interest 
"io the country and dtizens and 
secure markets for Jordanian 
products. 

My government will continue 
to implement major and minor 
rural and agricultural road pro- 
jects and secure the necessary 
maintenance for them to pre- 
serve this national wealth. Dur- 
ing this year some major joads 
will be -completed most impor- 
tant of which is Azzarah-Ghor 
Haditheh road. There will be 
emphasis on agricultural roads to 
facilitate access of farmers to 
their lands and their utilisation of 
them. The government will focus 
on housing activities and spread 
relevant projects all over the 
country and restructure the hous- 
ing sector in order to activate the 
role of the private sector to serve 
low-income group. 

The government will also work 
on repairing the Aqaba ring road 
to make commuting safer and 
easier. 

The government will seek to 
broaden and modernise mail ser- 
vices especially in the field of 
electronic express mail, establish 
new post offices, upgrade the 
existing ones and accelerate and 
broaden mail services. The gov- 
ernment will also work on 


broadening telephone services 
through the focus on the imple- 
mentation of the national Com- 
munications programme.! in- 
creasing telephone services 
availability from a now seven per 
cent to 11 per cent in 1998 by 
adding 250.000 new telephone 
lines, providing telephone 'ser- 
vices in 553 locations distributed 
in all govemorates and activating 
the role of the private seccdr in 
this field to develop and broaden 
the telephone service provided 
that supervision and monitdring 
remain in government hand. 

While my government is pre- 
senting your honourable House 
with this statement, it realises 
that this new stage of the nation's 
life, plans and aspirations cannot 
be isolated from its Arab land 
Islamic environment, the ^ re- 
gion's environment and develop- 
ments and changes the world is 
witnessing. j 

Springing from this fact.] my 
government affirms its full keen- 
ness on achieving Arab solidar- 
ity. seeking to build strong rela- 
tions with all Arab counjries 
based on mutual trust and; re- 
spect. aiming to achieve the high- 
est level of coordination -and 
integration in various political, 
economic, social and cultural 
fields and to activating the estab- 
lishment of common Arab action 
with the Arab League as itsitop 
priority. j 

The government will also con- 
tinue efforts it started to gear 
Arab atmosphere to reach a Uni- 
fied Arab stand, refocusing on 
building an Arab order thac re- 
sponds to the stage's require- 
ments and guarantees Arab 
national security so that the 
Ummah can take its place in the 
world which is forming arom d it 
and changing in a way ihat u ges 
it to defentl its inierests land 
achieve its international arid-hu- 
man presence in (he best way. 

In this context, the govern- 
ment affirms the depth of rela- 
tions between the two brotherly 
Jordanian and Palestinian peo- 
ples and Jordan's continuous 
support to the Palestinian people 
under the leadership of jthe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. their sole legitimate repre- 
sentative and the Palestinian 
people's -right of self- 
determination on their national 
soil and establishing their inde- 
pendent state with Jerusalem as 
its capital. It will continue; to 
enhance this relation and support 
the steadfastness of the Arab 
Palestinian people in the o$cu-- 
pied territories. I 

The government is keen! to 
establish dose and comprehen- 
sive ties with the Palestine 
National Authority according to 
a clear vision that ensures the 
national interest of both brother- 
ly peoples. 

My government views :the 
peace treaty with Israel as- an 
episode in achieving the peace 
through which we regained our 
sovereignty on our occupied land 
and waters. Springing from its 
commitment to the historical 
Arab rights and international 
conventions and agreements, it 
affirms that it will continue to 
seek the establishment of a com- 
prehensive, just and durable 
peace based on restoring . all 
Arab rights, liberating the whole 
occupied Arab lands in imple- 
mentation of international re- 
solutions 242. 338 and 425 and 
the government will continue! bi- 
lateral and multilateral negotia- 
tions to reach agreements ihat 
ensure the achievement of our 
full national and pan-natidnal 
goals and interests. 

My government will continue 
efforts to ease the suffering of 
the Iraqi people and end [the 
embargo imposed on themj in 
cooperation with brotherly jmd 
friendly countries. I 

Regarding Jordan's relates 
with the brethren in Islajnic 
countries, it will continue, stem- 
ming out of the keenessj to 
strengthen brotherly ties and 
mutual respect, to bolster bi- 
lateral relations in fields of com- 
mon action, support its founda- 
tions in the best interest of jsur 
Islamic Ummah and reflect jthe 
image of tolerance of Islam. The 
government will remain keeH to 
stand by the Muslim brethren 
who are facing prosecution and 
aggression in Bosnia Herzegovi- 
na. ; 

The government also affipns 
its keeness to ease the suffering 
of the brotherly Chechen people. 

On the international level, Jmy 
government is keen to abide} by 
the U.N. charter, respect inter- 
national legitimacy, defend hu- 
man rights and the right of every 
nation to self-determination ih a 
world governed by security fnd 
.peace and totally free on rrjass 
"destruction weapons. j 
■ Jordan's will improve re la t tons 
with international economic fend 
political blocs and develop 'bi- 
lateral relations wiith friendly 
countries in a way that insures 
Jordan’s interest and enhances 
his distinguished iniernaticgial 
status. | 

In conclusion, while my gov- 
ernment is introducing its prog- 
ramme to your honourable house 
requesting confidence, hopes 
that your debate would enrich 
what it included of plans jnd 
projects and there would Jbc 
cooperation between us to rcjich 
what is best for our people, 
country and Ummah under lead- 
ership of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. s 

“None can command excppt 
Cod: On Him 1 put my trust: 
And let all put their (rust ion 
Him." j 

May peace be upon you. ffis 
blessing and mercy. i 
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Poverty threatening levelsl UAE sees smaller GDP growth this year 


of health and education 
in Jordan, ESCWA says 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — According to a 
study published recently by 
the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), nearly 30 
per cent of Jordanians live 
below the poverty line com- 
pared to 20 per cent in 1983 
— and five per cent are abso- 
lutely poor, meaning they are 
unable to afford to satisfy 
their most basic food and 
non-food needs. The country 
has also witnessed an in- 


crease of 50 per cent in recent 
years in the number of fami- 
lies receiving cash subsidies 
from both governmental and 
non-governmental institu- 
tions. 

The study on “the impact 
of crisis on the soda! situa- 
tion in the ESCWA region” 
identifies the 1990-91 Gulf 
war with its massive popula- 
tion movement as the crisis 
with the strongest effect on 
socio-economic deterioration 
in Jordan. 300.000 Jordanian 
returnees put further strain 
on an economy already 
weakened by a high foreign 


South East Asian 
centra! hanks warned 
over currency defence 


SINGAPORE (AFPi — A 
pledge by South East Asian 
central banks to act together 
in defence of their currencies 
after the Mexican-peso crisis 
has triggered concern among 
regional bankers who said 
Wednesday that extreme ac- 
tion could damage a trend to 
deregulation. 

“The central banks to be 
cautious when stemming cur- 
rency speculation because 
any excessive steps could 
rhawrt deregulation, a treas- 
ury official with a foreign 
bank said. 

The official, who declined 
to be named, said central 
bankers should realise they 
“can't have the cake and eat 
:t too." 

Whatever actions taken by 
the central banks should not 
hamper the opening up and 
development of domestic 
financial markets, he told 
AFP. 

Central bankers and 
monetary officials from Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore 
apd Thailand agreed to en- 
hance cooperation in action 
against currency speculators 
at a meeting in Hong Kong 
over the weekend. 

The agreement came in the 
aftermath of the peso's de- 
valuation on Dec. 20, which 
triggered intense speculation 
against the Hong Kong dol- 
lar, Thai baht, Indonesian 
rupiah and Malaysian ringgit 
in mid-January, forcing some 
South East Asian centra! 
banks to intervene in the 
market. 


A Hong Kong government 
statement issued Monday 
said the central bankers ex- 
changed information on spe- 
culative activity, where this 
occurred, in their currencies. 

"This included the types of 
currency speculators, how 
they operate and how they 
fund themselves." 

Tne central banks also ex- 
changed views on appropri- 
ate responses on their part. 

U.S. investment house 
Saiomon Brothers said in a 
report released Wednesday 
in Singapore that it did not 
foresee any short- or 
medium-term changes to re- 
gional foreign exchange rate 
policies as a direct result of 
the Mexican-peso crisis. 

But it said: “In our view, 
this (selling pressure on local 
currencies) indicates that the 
international investment 
community does not take the 
region's financial stability for 
granted..." 

Eddie Tan, Gtibank vice- 
president and foreign ex- 
change manager in Singa- 
pore, said the 'central hanks, 
while taking steps to defend 
their currencies, should also 
“discuss with banks and mar- 
ket makers to ensure stability 
in the marketplace.” 

“While the move by the 
central banks to beef up their 
fight against excessive spe- 
culation should be welcomed, 
they should also hear what 
the banks and market makers 
have to say.” said Mr. Tan, 
who is also president of the 
the Forex Assodatison of 
Singapore. 


debt burden, high unemploy- 
ment rates and population 
growth, and fuelled a sharp 
increase in the demand on 
social services, such as health 
and schooling, as well as 
housing. 

Prior to the Gulf war. rates 
of infant and child mortality, 
cases of child malnutrition 
and primary-school drop out 
rates in Jordan had been 
among the lowest in the Arab 
World, and epidemic diseases 
had been more or less eradi- 
cated. Now, epidemic dis- 
eases are resurfacing infant 
mortality rates are increasing 
and malnutrition is believed to 
threaten around 20 per dent 
of children under th$ age of 
12 because of their families' 
inability to afford adequate 
and nutritious food and mini- 
mum health care- 

School drop-out rates are 
also rising, particularly 
among the very poor, as chil- 
dren are forced into employ- 
ment to support their fami- 
lies' meagre income. 

The study sees a further 
threat to the skill, levels of 
further generations in the de- 
terioration of the educational 
system, resulting from the 
inability of public schools to 
cope yjth a dramatic increase 
in the number of pupils, 
which is mainly due to the 
influx of returnees after the 
Gulf war. but also a result of 
the increasing number of 
households unable to afford 
private school fees. 


ABU DHABI (R) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) sees its gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) growing 
1.5 per cent in 1995, half the 
growth rate forecast for 1994, 
a report by the UAE’s plan- 
ning, ministry said. 

The report, obtained by 
Reuters Wednesday, pro- 
jected the UAE's trade sur- 
plus would narrow in 1995 
and inflation would rise one 
percentage point to 5.5 and 
inflation would rise one per- 
centage point to 5 .5 per cent. 

“The UAE will have posi- 
tive growth. It is expected 
that GDP will increase by 1.5 
per cent in 1995 compared 

with 1994.'" said the report. 


The report forecast the 
Gulf stated GDP would rise 
to 137 billion dirhams ($37.26 
billion) in 1995 from 135 bil- 
lion ($36.72 billion) in 1994. 

The 1994 figure, an 
estimate based on data from 
the first half of the year, was 
three per cent up from the 
preliminary 1993 GDP figure 
of 131 billion dirhams ($35.63 

million), it said. 

Non-oil economic activity 
was expected to account for 
89.8 billion dirhams ($24.43 
billion) of the total GDP in 
1994. 

The UAE's official Emi- 
rates News Agency said late 
Tuesday the report forecast 
GDP growth of 3.7 per cent 


in 1995. A ministry official 
told Reuters this was incor- 
rect and due to a typing error 
in fire report itself. 

The value of commodity 
exports would rise by three 
billion dirhams (5816 ndUfon) 
in 1995 to 92 billion (S25 
billion) and commodity im- 
ports by five billion ($1.36 
billion) to 85 billion (523.12 
billion), die ministry esti- 
mated. 


This implies a two billion- 
dirham ($544 million) foil in 
the UAE trade surplus to 
seven billion dirhams ($1.9 
billion). 

The report saw the UAE's 
oil output rising to 2.22 mil- 


Yemen to privatise state 
holdings in seven fields 


Children, young people be- 
tween the ages of 15 to 25 and 


women, especially from the 
poorer segments of society, 
are judged by the study to be 
particularly vulnerable to the 
ongoing effects of the crisis. 
These population groups are 
in potential danger of sliding 
into absolute poverty or be- 
coming even more destitute. 
The study calls on the volun- 
tary sector to complement 
the poverty-relief efforts of 
the public sector in order to 
reverse the trend towards 
pauperisation. 


SANAA (R) — Yemen is 
bracing itself for the tough 
task of privatising state hold- 
ings ranging from small farms 
to banks and airlines, econo- 
mic sources said. 

But privatisation, aimed at 
revitalising the impoverished 
Arab state's weak economy, 
is expected to lead to the 
unpopular lay-off of workezs, 
they added.' 

“We have agreed that all 
state companies will be sold 
off. We are looking at all 
possible ways to pass on the 
assets to private owners,” 
Planning Minister Abdul 
Qader Bagammal said. 

He told Yemen Times, 
weekly privatisation would 
involve seven sectors — trade 
and banking, transportation, 
fishing, tourism, agriculture, 
industry and construction. 

i nat includes Yemen's two 
airlines. National Bank of 
Yemen and Yemen Bank, 
cement, textile, concrete mix 
and fish canning piants, quar- 
rying, hotels, cinemas and 
farmlands, added Mr. 
Bagammal who is currently 
visiting Saudi Arabia. 

He said Sanaa intends to 
maintain “a certain minimum 
snare” in some firms” to fi- 
nance the government's own 
needs of cement (for exam- 


ple) ... (and) other products 
and services” without getting 
“involved in the man- 
agementt or to affect policy 
or decision-making.” 


Neither the decree, nor 
Mr. Bagammal said when pri- 
vatisation would start and ex- 
perts say it is also not clear if 
the process would be con- 
fined to Yemenis, or open to 
Arab and foreign investors as 
well. 


tor projects had been making 
losses because of poor man- 
agement, overemployment, 
ageing equipment and lack of 
spare parts due to foreign 
currency shortages. 

No figures are available on 
the amount of losses. 


Yemen issued a decree ear- 
lier this month to regulate 
privatisation, a move long 
advocated by the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) as part 
of economic reforms. 

A joint team of the two 
world bodies is currently in 
Sanaa. 

Official and economic 
sources said many public sec- 


The decree said privatisa- 
tion would involve the selling 
of “all or part of state and 
public ownership in the pro- 
jects to private ownership” 
through bidding, auctioning, 
floating of shares for pnblic 
subscription and other 
means. 


Proceeds from the sale 
would be used — among 
other things — to pay inde- 
mnity for any laid-off work- 
ers, the decree said. There is 
no immediate estimate on the 
number of workers Hkely to 
be laid-off. 


AMMAN BUSINESS INSTITUTE 


POSTPONEMENT 


Marriott guests get remote TVs 


\ln order to achieve its goal that "every guest leaves 
■satisfied.” Che Amman Manioc Hotel has installed new 
I Grundig TV sets in all its guest rooms, equipped with a 
j remote control. By taking its metis' needs into considers- 
j tion, the Amman Marriott has become the first hotel in town 
to introduce remote controlled i .'s to ail its rooms. The 
management and the associates of the Amman Marriott 
Hotel a/ wavs strive to produce services of excellent standard 
to their valued customers. 


The Amman Business Institute regretfully 
announces the postponement of its opening 
ceremony which was scheduled on Sunday 
29 January 1995 due to the passing away of 


REGISTER NOW 

-SECRETARIAL STUDIES. - ENGUSH LANGUAGE. 
-BUSINESS ENGUSH. -HEBREW LANGUAGE. 

- KEYBOARDING. 

- RECEPTION / TELEPHONE TECHNIQUES, (bilingual) 

COMPUTING 


-SPREADSHEETS. 
- DATABASE. 


-WORDPROCESSING. 

- DESKTOP PUBLISHING. 


M Haja Zahra F. Abbadi 

Mother of H.E. Dr Mamdouh Abbadi 


We wish to extend our deepest sympathies to 
Dr Abbadi and his tidily. 


CUSTOM DESIGNED COURSES 
FOR COMPANIES 
BRITISH QUALIFICATIONS 

PITMAN, RSA, LCCI 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


GiA58az©eM - — • 


By Glasbergen 



“Doctor Nooten has offered to come 
here and perform the Heimlich 
maneuver on my wallet.” 


MW 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

5 by H*nri A moW ana MU* 


Unscraraie feur Juries, 
one lener io ea=.i square. to tom: 
(cur ordinary words. 


: know n 
Voters usuauy J 

CA*=rLL/ /- 


Need a 

LITTLE 
MOSS ON 
MY COAT 
TAIL/ 


f YOURE 

^soRRy/ 



Now arrange the circled lerere to 
(prm the suqjrv* answer, -is sug- 
gested By the above cartoon. 


Answer here: 


Yesterday's I ENEMY 


(Answ^s tomorrow) 
MUSKET YELLOW 


Answer. Why the class shunned W very smart 
student - HE WAS TOO KNOW-SY 


lion barrels per day (b/d) in 
1995 fronri 2.17 million in 

1994. 

But a planning ministry 
official told Renters the fore- 
cast was based on data from 
previous years and did not 
indicate what the UAE’s oil 
policy actually would be in 

1995. 

The UAE is committed to 


supply to more than 2.161 
million b/d to the oil market 
in 1995 under its quota as a 
member of the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC). 


“It is expected that the 
average price per barrel for 
1995 will range between $17 
and $19,” the report said, ft 
was not clear on what ben- 
chmark the figure was based. 

March futures for the 
world benchmark Brent 
Crude were at $16.80 in Lon- 
don at the end of the trading 
day Tuesday. 

The report Raw the rate of 
inflation risingto 5*5 per cem 
in 1995 from 4.5 per cent fo 
1994 and 3.5 per cent in 1993, 
It did not specify how the rate 

was calculated. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY JANUARY 26, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Study your practical relationships with 
others and try to improve them without changing the main purpose 
and thrust of your commitment. Don’t allow an influential person to 
make any unusual demand. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You can achieve a good deal today in 
a quiet and simple fashion, but steer dear of a partner tonight who is 
not thinking straight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Get your appearance improved and 
do something to make your environment more charming. Gad about 
with friends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get an early start on revising 
conditions so that your career can take an upturn in the evening. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Situations arise today 
which can be helpful in expanding your interests and activities. A 
delightful evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Go alone with your mate's ideas and 
greater mutual happiness can be gained. Use your intuition in some 
business matter. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Try to get along better with 
each of your partners and improve your status in life. Get involved in 
dvjc affairs. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) A little gift of special thought 
for fellow associates can improve your position with them now. Have 
a happier attitude about life. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Morning should find you 
happy and willing to forget any grievances of the past and improve 
relations with others. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Look around for 
some mechanism which can help to make your home more operable. 
The evening may be a bit confusing. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get busy with 
correspondence and show those you like that you are thinking of 


them. Don't be upset by some private anxiety. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Try to get some art pieces 
which can make your home more charming and valuable. Handle all 
money matters today. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Do something which will bring 
out your finest qualities. Keep busy and accomplish much towards 
your success. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JANUARY 27, 1995 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This is an ideal day for communicating 
well with associates if you don't allow a friend to take away from die 
practical or get diverted by mundane tasks that cam wait for later. 


Birthstone of January: Garent — Rose Quartz 


THE Daily Crossword 


by (Stanton Petgrm 


vts 

5 Cnrortetas 
10 Would ecvw 
Ifl GotfcJub 

15 Smsfl arnounj 

16 Malacca 

17 —e* maeftma 

18 Enraged 

19 Unmterastmg 
£0 Nava/ officer. 

abbr. 

2t Sock in one's <— 
22 Place oiwoistiio 
3d Vabse 
2*j Make 
27 TrvoaJ states. 
Sfctf. 

20 Needed seme 
water 

31 Brainy 
34 ftjnoro 


IflMi fMiflVfl uBSSI 

mmmm ianu 3551 

■■■■ !!■■■■ 3531 

■■■ riflU MMMWmm 

puiBU iiui 9 


36 CtoffiwUh 

moudie ihreod 

37 Sejm 

38 Concerning 

39 Brew 

40 Vote u accop 

41 Faff* 
42MBWXMW 

njcrealionol 

enclave 

44 Wfin over 

4 5 Incompeteni 

46 Piw»» 
sufiiumo 

SO ICn ad mesas 

52 Do one good 

53 Vintage car 

54 Condnom 

55 Qcvalions 
57 Armored car 
SB Hungers dam 

59 Bay window 

60 Raison ff— 

61 &«•(« 

62 Toy beer 

63 Urea toot 


agggB HBBBB iiflB 

ammm aim mmmm 

hu »■■■■ ii5S55 

33UBBB SIBBB BH 
BIBB 9BBBB BBBB 
BBBflfl Sflflfl 
MMMMIB BBBB 


DOWN 

1 Travels 

2 WTwre Ihe 
action a . 

3 Awaken roughly 

4 Response: aLtr. 

5 Party 


601 heating 
7 Nibble at 
B Pul -on 

9 Hoi under the 
cofiar 

10 Rascals 

11 Boor cover 

12 Blue dye 

13 EngEfh 
ffwotogiari 

21 Chew m« rag * 
23 Cuphandet 
25 Heel 

»SMi 

28 Heaviybudl 

29 Beige 

30 Color* 

31 Otiose 
severely 

3Z Chaff* nrighbgr 

33 Goedmswm 

34 Begin 

37 Photograph 

38 Tiny (K 

40 SwonT 

41 ReeivegettiMe 
43 Eaten food 


Pustosoto* 


Eounn □□□□ □□□a 
aaaaia □□□□ naDD 
auaaa anaa qdqp 
aaaaanna qqulhjb 

BODQQQ QUOQB , 

□EQQ UQQU □□□nut 

□□□ QQQQQGJQ QaBi 
□□□□□ QatJEl 1 

□QQaaa, 

hqdqhuq □□□□ 

□LUJUUEJ QIIQQQOQD 

anna anna □qhbd 

□□□□ EJLAiU QDDL3B 
paao anna □□□□a 


44 Grim 

46 Whined 

47 Jalopy 
46 MlttKM 
49 Rube 


50 Colton bund* 
61 Adtio 
53 SWdded 
56WISBV 
57 South 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you expand in career matters, yon . 
can have greater benefits coming to you. Cultivate those around 
you. * si 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Pursue whatever is uppermost-on* * 
your mind and gain your aims with courage and confidence# Stop - 
angling. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) Make those changes which can lead to 
greater success and happiness for you. Your intuition can lead you in 
the right directions. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Gain the assistance of 
outside contacts so that you have greater benefits in the future. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You get fine ideas which can be most 
helpful to you and also give you greater knowledge. Contact person 
of a different background. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You need a more modem 
system for handling your affairs so that you get better results, so look 
for it. Be more alert. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Good day to make new allies 
with whom you can agree easily and get good results in the days 
ahead. Drive safely. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 ^November 21) A good day to decide just 
how to be more efficient in daily routines and add more spark to 
them. Listen io idea of fellow associates. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Be alert to new 
and interesting activities which can be just your cup of tea. Plan the 
weekend well tonight. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Make plans for 
improving home conditions during the week and all can go smoothly. 
Don't be extravagant. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Get into the activities 
which you feel can help you to produce more and get cooperation of 
your partners. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Study practical affairs better 
and then you can add to current prosperity. Your newspaper can be 
of much help jo you. 
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company to issue bonds 
worth $320 million 


eat 


i 55 f 5 SS 


A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


ra« 


Expatriates’ 
remittances 
climb to 
JD 850 m 


j.Vf spptarance 






’*> &ur 'ni«ii^ 


- . ‘ ■° S ct atone ben* 

■ - .hfc.oitsj 


■ •■■•angi. 


if’.::; 

“ — -'• Past and 


■irir Jordanian expatriates 
sent borne a total of $1-3 
billion (JD 850 million) in 
1994, compared to SI billion 
(JD 666 million) in 1993, 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) Governor Mohammad 
Saeed Nabulsi told a group of 
journalists. He added that 
Jordanian exports last year 
went np from JD 691 million 
in 1993 to approximately JD 
950 million in 1994. The gov- 
ernor noted that Jordan last 
year had die highest volume 
of exports per capita among 
. all Arab states, except for the 
ofi-producing ones. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Nabulsi, Jordan's 
imports in 1994 totalled S3.2 
billion, or about JD 2 bQlion, 
which means there was a Sl.S 


trillion (JD 1.2 billion) trade 
-deficit (A1 Dustour). 
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☆☆ Tahineh, or sesame 
paste, which does not have a. 
government-fixed price is 
now selling for JD 1.350 a 
kilogramme instead of one 
dinar a few days ago. The 
price of sesame has interna- 
tionally increased from JD 
3S0 a tonne in late 1994 to JD 
700 a tonne last week. With 
so high a price for sesame, 
producers of halvah are de- 
manding that the price fixed 
for their ontpnt by the Minis- 


hy of Supply be raised. Cit- 
ing losses from selling at 900 
fils a kilogramme, halvah 
producers say the production 
cost reaches JD 1.100 a kilog- 
ramme. The ministry is re-, 
portediy considering floating 
the price, of . halvah. (A1 Dus- 
tour). 
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☆☆ The Industrial Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB) is restruc- 
turing the organisational 
chart of its personnel to re- 
flect the actual need for staff 
that would match the volume 
of work. According to the 
IDB chief, the number of 
employees increased from 
113 to 163 over the past five 
years without any actual rise 
in the volume of work. Not- 
ing that salaries went up by 
67 per 'cent over the period, 
he explained that the admi- 
nistrative and general ex- 
penses have climbed to JD 
1,824,760. Four employees 
were terminated at the begin- 
ning of the year and another 
two have resigned (A1 Ra’i). 
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irtt The government cancel- 
led an order to buy 50,000 
tonnes of barley after its offer 
to pay $121 per tonne was 
rejected by the U.S. Depart- \ 
ment of Agriculture (A1 
RaM). 





/■fir* According to a decision 
by the Ministiy of Supply, the 
price of an Extra Brazilian 
canned meat -is JD 1.135 and 
the price of a two- 
kilogramme bloc of Essen 
cheese is JD 4.225 (A! Ra’i). 


~trtr The Cities and Villages 
Development Bank made a 
JD3 million profit last year. 
In 1994, the bank extended 
JD7.6 milli on in loans to 80 
municipal councils and 36 vil- 
lage councils; 47 per cent of 
the loans were to open and 
asphalt roads, 10 per cent for 
productive projects and 24 
per cent for rescheduling in- 
stalments and interests 
that were due. The rest of 
the loans were spent on 


buying equipment, construct- 
ing public b uildin gs and com- 




pensating people for approp- 
riations of their land (A1 
Ra’i). 
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Construction has started 
for the National Company for the 
Aluminium Industries plant 
at a cost of JD850,000. The 
area of the plant will be about 

12.000 square metres while 
the total area of the project is 

130.000 square metres. Con- 
struction is expected to be 
fished by July and trial pro- 
action is expected to begin 
by September. The com- 
pany’s authorised capital is 
JD 12 million, but the paid-up 
capital is only JD6 million. 
There are about 3,500 share- 
holders in the company (A1 
Ra’i). 


CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
state’s Holding Company for 
Construction will offer the 
public tax-exempt bonds 
worth up to 1.1 billion 
pounds ($320 million) be- 
tween now and June, Public 
Sector Minister Atef Obeid 
said. 

Mr. Obeid, quoted by the 
government newspaper A1 
Abram, said the interest rate 
on the bonds would be about 
1.5 percentage points above 
deposit rates offered by 
banks and lower than the 
rates construction companies 
pay for bank loans. 

The public-sector com- 
panies owned by the bolding 
company would use the 
money raised to finance new 
projects, he added. 

A1 Abram quoted Mr. 
Obeid as saying public-sector 
construction companies and 
contractors owed banks ex- 
actly the same amount, 1.1 


billion pounds, at the end of 
the 1993/4 financial year last 
June but it did not link the 
debt with the bonds. 

It was not immediately 
dear if foreign entities would 
be able to buy the bonds but 
as the Egyptian government 
continues to reform the eco- 
nomy it is making less distinc- 
tion between Egyptians and 
foreigners. 

The upper house of the 
Egyptian parliament Thurs- 
day approved a law enabling 
the finance ministry to issue 
separate long-term bonds 
worth up to 15 billion pounds 
($4.4 billion). 

The bonds, designed to re- 
place some of the short-term 
treasury bills issued through 
the central bank, would have 
maturities of between five 
and 15 years, AJ Ahram said. 
The Egyptian Stock Ex- 
change would run a secon- 
dary market. 
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French Franc 


Japanese Yen 1 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.4186/96 

1.5066/76 

1.6894/04 

1.2646/56 

31.08/12 

5.2143/93 

1579.6/0.6 

9935/45 

7.4200/00 

6.5950/00 

5.9435/85 

$13992/02 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One ounce of gold $381.50/381.90 
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Tourism industry forecast to double by 2005 


MADRID (ft) — The worl- 
dwide tourist industry should 
double in size in dollar terms 
over the next 10 warc and bv 
2010 nearly a billion people * 
year will be making interna- 
tional trips, tourism officials 
said Tuesday. 

This wiil bring wealth and 
jobs, but will pose a potential 
danger to the environment 
and to local cultures in prime 
holiday destinations. 

Tourists should generate 
$7.2 trillion by 20u5 com- 
pared with S3. 4 trillion this 
year, said Geoffrey Lipman, 
president of the World Travel 


and Tourism Council. In real 
terms this would be a 55 per 
cent rise. 

Some 212 million jobs 
worldwide depend directly 
and indirectly on tourism and 
this should rise to 33S million 
in 10 years time. 

"Travel and tourism cre- 
ates a new job every 2.5 
seconds and generates invest- 
ment of $3.2 billion a day," 
he told a seminar hosted by 
the Madrid-based World 
Tourism Organisation 
(WTO). 

Government officials’ eyes 
tend to glaze over when they 


talk of tourism, Mr. Lipman 
added, but they should recog- 
nise its value as a job creator. 

The industry will account 
for 10.9 per cent of world 
gross domestic product 
(GDPj in 1995, he said. In 
Spain it will earn 18.9 per 
cent of GDP, second only to 
the Caribbean where it brings 
in 33.5 per cent. 

By 2010 the WTO esti- 
mates there will be 937 mil- 
lion tourists travelling the 
world compared with 52S mil- 
lion last year. 

Business travellers and 
holidaymakers are becoming 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and villas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
villas, flats, and building lots 
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increasingly demanding ab- 
out the quality of travel and 
hotel services’ and govern- 
ments need to invest in road 
and airport infrastructure to 
keep up with growth, tourism 
officials said. 

International travellers last 
year went increasingly to 
Oceania, South America and 
South Africa while numbers 
fell in pbces like Turkey. 
North Africa and France, the 
organisation's head of statis- 
tics E 7120 Paci said. 

Opinion polls show tourists 
are becoming more and more 
concerned about their safety, 
said Martin Bracken bury of 
the International Federtion 
of Tour Operators. 

In a recent survey by the 
Mori Polling Company 43 per 


cent said they had reserva- 
tions about New York, 33 per 
cent about Florida, 30 about 
Gambia and 29 per cent ab- 
out Israel. Australia came 
near the bottom of the table 
with only two per cent of 
those polled saying they were 
worried about safety. 

“The choice of destination 
will be made increasingly 
with the accent on safety,” 
Mr. Brackenbury said. 

This means growing num- 
bers of visitors wiil be con- 
centrated in certain areas and 
these will have to juggle ex- 
pansion with preserving the 
local culture and environ- 
ment. 

"Tourism cannot destroy 
the environment without des- 
troying itself.” he said. 


Coffee prices brou; 
down in Jordan’s 
retail market 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Supply and coffee traders 
have worked out a comprom- 
ise price for coffee after 
several weeks of see-sawing 
prices. 

Under the compromise, a 
kilogramme of ground Tur- 
kish coffee will be sold at JD 
4.4, down around 500 fils 
from the market prices that 
prevailed before the deal was 
struck following a study by 
the authorities. 


Coffee prices went up dra- 
matically in 1994 following 
reports of crop damages in 
Brazil, the world's leading 
producer of coffee beans. In 
the London market, a tonne 
of coffee reached S7.000, up 
from around $2300 in the 
beginning of the year and 
$1,800 in mid-1993. Prices 
fell this week to around 
$4,000 per tonne. 

But retail prices in Jordan 
went up even before any con- 
signment bought at the high 
prices reached the shores of 
the Kingdom in what officials 
and industry sources de- 
scribed as the overenthusiam 
of local traders to take advan- 
tage of the rise in internation- 
al prices. 

It is estimated Jordan im- 
ports coffee worth about JD 
10 million every year. The 
final figures for coffee im- 
ports for 1994 are not yet 
available, but it is expected to 
have risen slightly as a result 
of the hike in international 
prices, but nowhere near the 
level that would have war- 
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ranted the dramatic boost in 
the local retail prices, market 
experts say. 

At the height of the fremsy, . 
prices hit as much as JD 7 per 
kilogramme of ground Tur- 
kish coffee, a highly popular 
consumable in the Kingdom. 


Coffee prices were strictly 
controlled by the Ministiy of 


Supply until the late 80s when 
the government, in a line 
with the gradual shift towards 
a free market, slightly re- 
laxed the controls but still 
retained the authority to set 
the market prices. 

“We can understand when 
the local traders increase 
their prices when the interna- 
tional prices also go up,” said 
an official. “But there is no 
logic or explanation when 
local prices are raised in less 
than 48 hours after market 
prices in London go up.” 


Another complaint raised 
by consumers as well as trad- 
ers is the rising price of carda- 
mom, a key ingredient that 
produces aromatic coffee. 

“Prices are going up in 
Latin America, mainly 
Guatemela, which offers 
some of the cheap varieties of 
cardamom,” said an impor- 
ter. “But we find it difficult 
to reflect the increase in our 
retail prices, particularly that 
people are already complain- 
ing about the rise in coffee 
prices." 

But, said the trader, a 
kilogramme of ground Tur- 
kish coffee, ‘‘with an accept- 
able content of cardamom,” 
is not going to cost less than 
between JD 5. 75 to 6.25 
quite soon. 
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Australian Open 


Agassi, Sanchez Yicario advance to semifinals 


MELBOURNE (AP) — 
Andre Agassi con tinned his 
relentless march through the 
Australian Open tennis 
championships, defeating 
Russia’s Yevgeny Kafe lniko v 
in straight sets Wednesday to 
advance to the semifinals. 

Agassi, the flamboyant 
No. 2 seed makin g his debut 
in' the tournament, downed 
lOth-seeded Kafelnikov 6-2, 
7-5, 6-0 in just 83 minutes. 

yin hit the ball well, ex- 
ecuted well,” Agassi said. “It 
was a good day at the office.” 
It was Agassi’s fifth succes- 
sive victory without dro p ping 
a Set and gave the United 
States three men’s semifinal- 
ists. 

Defending champion Pete 
Sampras will face No. 5 seed 
Michael Chang in one semi, 
while Agassi will face Aaron 
Krickstein of the United 
States who beat Dutchman 
Jacoo Eltingfa 7-6 (7-3). 64, 
5-7, 6-4. 

Agassi, the U.S. Open 
champion, said be was de- 
lighted with his form. 

“I think quite honestly this 
has been incredible practice 
for me, more than anything,* 1 
Agassi said. “To play three 
sets every other day is not 
taking a whole lot out of 
me.” 

“I fed like it’s all gone well 
for me." 

Agassi had requested a 
daytime match to prepare 
him for the final two rounds. 

“I felt good to be out there 
in the son and get a little bit 
of a tan,” be said. “I feel 
quite comfortable on all my 
shots right now,” he said. “I 
fed like Pm serving excep- 
tionally well and utilising it.” 
Agassi had time to feel 
sorry for Sampras, who was 
in tears during his dramatic 
five-set quarterfinal victory 
over Jim Courier on Tuesday 
night and is distressed by the 
illness of bis coach Urn Gnl- 
.Hkson. 

“It’s an extraordinary thing 
to see what Pete’s managed 
to do,” be said. “He’s an 
incredibly gifted person. He’s 
a deep person as well, who is 
obviously feeling a lot of 
thing s and is going through a 
lot of thing s at the moment 
with Tim. I can certainly 
identify with that. Just to 
have Him still in the tourna- 
ment is an asset. It’s inspir- 
ing, you know.” 

Gullikson suffered strokes 
twice late last year and had to 
return home from the Au- 
stralian Open after feeing un- 
well and being hospitalised 
for tests. 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
earlier ended the inspired run 
of Naoko Sawamatsu and 
moved to within two victories 
of her first Australian Open 
women’s singles title and die 
No. 1 ranking. 



Russia’s Yevgeny KatOnSkar reads daring his quarterfinal 
match at the Anstndiaii Open (AFP photo)' 


The top-seed from Spain 
defeated unseeded Sawamat- 
su 6-1, 6-3, to advance to a 
semifinal meeting with 
another unseeded player — 
American Marianne Werdel 
Witmeyer. 

The 27-year-old Califor- 
nian. who had not made it 
past the third round in 29 
previous grand slam tourna- 
ments, downed her former 
hitting partner Angelica 
Gavaldon 6-1, 6-2 in just 56 
minutes in an earlier quarter- 
final. 

The other women's semi- 
final will be between No. 2 
seed Conchita Martinez of 
Spain and No. 4 seed Mary 
Pierce of France, both of 
whom won their quarterfinals 
on Tuesday. 

Sawamatsu, who is ranked 
26th in the world, made the 
last eight despite the trauma 
of her family home being 
destroyed in last week's Kobe 
earthquake. She had dedi- 
cated her victories to victims 
of the quake and has vowed 
to donate a percentage of her 
Mminp to them. 

“Pm very satisfied with my 
results,” she said. “It was 
quite hard to concentrate due 
to the circumstances back 
home.” 

The 21-year-old university 
student was simply overpo- 
wered by the stocky Sanchez 
Vicario in 65 minutes. 

The Spaniard won the 
point 11 of the 15 times she 
approached the net and hit 22 


winners to 10 for Sawamatsu. 

Sanchez Vicario, the 
French and U.S. Open cham- 
pion, qualified for her 14th 
Grand Slam semifinal — at 
the age of just 23. She will 
take over the No. 1 ranking 
from the injured Steffi Graf if 
die wins the tournament. 

“I think I played really well 
when I needed to play well,” 
Sanchez Vicario siad. “I con- 
centrated and started playing 
longer and moving her really 
well and then finished the 
points.” 

Werdel Witmeyer used her 
power from the back of the 
court to good effect against 
Gavaldon, going for broke 
repeatedly sending the ball 
whistling past her Mexican 
opponent. 

Werdel Witmeyer hit 26 
winners to just one by her 
more conservative rival, who 
rarely ventured from the 
baseline. 

Gavaldon, a 21-year-old 
ranked 96 in the world, made 
foe quarters of the Australian 
Open five years ago, but 
seemed overawed by the 
occasion. 

“I wanted to be the one 
who was bang aggressive,” 
Werdel Witmeyer said. “I 
wanted to get her on foe run 
before she not me on the 
run.” 

Werdel Witmeyer is 
guaranteed at -least U.S. $ 
90,000 for making the semis 
— more than half her total 
earnings in 1994. 


“I haven't been thinking 
about the money,” she said. 
“I just treated today like any 
other match.” 

Gavaldon, who beat No. 3 
Jana Novotna and No. 15 
Lori McNeil on ter way to 
foe last eight, said she had 
not been hampered by a bead 
cold that bas afflicted her 
over the past week. 

“She played well and I 
didn’t play my best tennis, I 
can’t use the cold as an ex- 
cuse,” she said. “She didn’t 
really give me a chance to 
play well.” 

Gavaldon, whose appear- 
ance in the quarterfinals 
caused great excitement in 
Mexico, said she had paid the 
penalty for not hitting foe 
ball deep enough. 

“She's been zoning all 
tournament and I hit the ball 
too short,” she said. “Maybe 
I could have been a little 
more aggressive — but it was 
hard.” 

The tournament, spon- 
sored by Ford, offers prize 
money of U.S. $6.2 million 
and continues through Son- 
day. 

Australian Open notebook 

* French tennis player 
Mary Pierce bas a big fan in 
American coaching guru 
Nick Bollettieri — but be 
says she still has things to 
prove. 

Bollettieri has been in Mel- 
bourne watching Pierce’s 
progress into the semifinals 
of foe Australian Open. 

“Whoever plays Sanchez 
Vicario (in foe final) will 
have to hit more balls than 
ever before in her life — and 
you can get frustrated. 
Whether Mary is or not ready 
for that I don’t know.” 

Bollettieri said last year’s 
French Open final, in which 
Pierce was beaten by Sanchez 
Vicario. was an important 
learning experience, “but 
that's past tense.” 

“You can’t live on that,” 
said Bollettieri, who is part of 
Pierce’s support group. 

“I think Mary has a lot of 
charisma, she’s a beautiful 
dri, she certainly hits the ball 
tike most men. The question 
still remains: Is she ready at 
the age of 20 to take over and 
win a Grand Slam?” 

☆ Realistic attitude: 
Marianne Werdel Witmeyer, 
a surprise semifinalist at foe 
Australian Open, is a tennis 
realist. 

“In the last couple of years 
I've gotten a lot better about 
staying positive and realising 
that if you're not top 10, that 
doesn’t mean you’re a fai- 
lure," said 47th-ranked Wer- 
del Witmeyer after her 6-1, 
6-2, quarterfinal victory over 
Mexican Angelica Gavaldon. 

Five years ago, she consi- 
dered quitting tennis, but was 


talked out of it by ter future 
husband, former Oakland’ 
athletics first baseman Ron 
Witmeyer. 

“He definitely thought that 
it would be better to stop on a 
good note, stop when yon 
want to stop, not because 
you’re not doing as well as 
you think, " she said. “Ten 
years down foe road you end 
up regretting that you- quit 
before you really felt like you 
did everything you could 
do.” 

Sbe and her husband had 
similar talks about his career. 
He quit after spending most 
of his time in the Minors, but 
was recently asked to go to 
spring tra ini ng as a replace- 
ment player. 

“We’ve gone through a lot 
of ups and down together,” 
she said. “When he was with 
Oakland and was called up to 
the Major Leagues, it was the 
same year my ranking had 
gone into the 20s. Then the 
next year, we both kind of 
struggled. It helps that you 
both go through things and 
can help each other out.” 

* Caps for success: One of 
the (rig corporate successes at 
foe Australian Open has 
been Global Caps, a com- 
pany owned by American Pe- 
ter Bouer and two tennis 
players who came up with foe 
idea of putting national flags 
on caps and selling them at 
sporting events around the 
world. 

Bouer mentioned the idea 
of golfing partner and former 
Swedish tennis player Mikael 
Pernfors, who bought into 
the company -along with for- 
mer Australian Open cham- 
pion Mats Wilanoer. 

In their first year at Flin- 
ders Park, site of the Austra- 
lian Open, Global Caps have 
sold 4,500 of the baseball- 
type caps at U.S. S18 each. 

The Australian design » 
the most popular, but hot on 
its heels are foe Swedish, 
American and German caps. 
Boner has 25 flags on caps 
and is pumping out new 
countries at foe rate of one a 
week. 

He is producing thousands 
to sell at next year’s Atlanta 
Olympics and while in Au- 
stralia has approached foe 
Sydney 2000 Olympic Com- 
mittee for a similar arrange- 
ment. 

frABina name: Austra 
Ha’s multicultural population 
is very evident in foe draw for 
foe junior boys and girls at 
foe Australian Open. Aarthi 
Venkatesan, Sayed-Akram 
Zaman, Jan-Ralf Brandt, 
Lana Scardigno, Wojtek Sta- 
siak and Jong-Min Lee were 
among foe Australians com- 
petitors in action Wednes- 
day. One in three Australian 
was born overseas or has 
parents that were. 


BRITISH EMBASSY 
Annual Notice To All 
British Nationals Living In Jordan 

Have you registered with the British Embassy? If you are a 
British citizen and live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a registration 
form. 

If you have registered during 1994, please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please aiso notify the Consular Section about any 
changes of address and/or telephone number. Such confirma- 
tion is in the interests of ail British nationals in Jordan. 

If names are not re-registered within three months the Embassy 
will be obliged to consider that those concerned have left the 
country. The names will accordingly be deleted from the 
register. 

if you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which does not 
have an Embassy or Consulate in Jordan, please ask the 
British Embassy, Consular Section, about registration formali- 
ties. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdoun, near the 
Orthodox Club, Telephone 823100. The Post Office 
Box Number is 87. 

The Consular is open from Sunday until Thursday 0830 - 1 200 
hours. - ... 


Delecour, Sainz lead 


MONTE CARLO (R) — 
Defending champion Fran- 
cois Delecour closed foe gap 
on leader Carlos Sainz to 12 
seconds on Wednesday to set 
up an exciting finale to foe 
Monte Carlo Rally. 

Frenchman Delecour, who 
started the third day of the 
season’s opening event 26 
seconds behind Spaniard 
Sainz's Subaru, gained 14 
seconds in just three timed 


stages from Digne to mona- 
co. 

Ford driver Delecour took 
every risk on slippery roads 
in the mountains overlooking 
foe principality to keep alive 
his chances of a second title; 

Sainz. the 1991 winner, 
and Delecour wfl] rest for a 
few boms before battling it 
out in the remaining six night 
stages including foe famed 
Turini pass. 
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Indiana Pacer Dale Davis # 32 shoots between 
San Antonio Spars* Sean Eliott (left) and 


David Robinson as Pacer 
watches (AFP photo) 


NBA ROUNDUP 

Robinson helps propel 

Spurs past Bulls in overtime 


CHICAGO (AP) — Seattle 
Pippen threw a chair across 
die United Center court after 
getting ejected in foe first 
half Tuesday night, and 
David Robinson and the San 
Antonio Spurs took advan- 
tage of his absence to beat 
foe Chicago Bulls 104-102 in 
overtime. . _ 

Robinson made two free 
throws with six-tenths of a 
second left in regulation to 
send tire game into the over- 
time at 9^93. He scored 9 of 
foe Spurs’ 11 points in foe 
extra period, capped by his 
layup with 1.7 seconds to go. 

Toni Kukoc scored 28 
points, but Chicago's most 
impressive athletics feat was 
Pippen ’s two-handed, over- 
head, across-court toss of a 
chair after referee Joe Craw- 
ford ejected him with 2:56 
left in the first half. Crawford 
said Pippen tried on consecu- 
tive San Antonio possessions 
to get a 3-second violation 
called against foe spurs. 

Magic 110, Celtics 97: In 
Orlando, Florida, Shaquille 
O'Neal took advantage of 
Boston's foul-plagued big 
men to score 31 points as the 
magic improved to 19-0 at 
home. 

Donald Royal added 19 
points for foe Magic, who 
lead the NBA with a 33-8 
record. The Celtics lost their 
fifth straight game. 

Sons 100, TindwrwoOves 
85: In Minneapolis, Dan Ma- 








Everything cn Sale 

Abdoun Circle-^: 861-065 


jerie and A.C. Green made 
3-point foots daring a 12-0 
run in foe fourth quarter as 
the Phoenix Suns beat Min- 
nesota, making them 23-0 alt- , 
time against - the Timber- 
wolves. 

The Suns woo their fifth in' 
a row overall and extended 
fotir road winning, streak to 
. seven, one short of foe team 
accord. - Phoenix has won 10 
of 11 while Minnesota has 
lost 11 of 14. 

Knicks 105, Trail Blazers 
99: In New York, Patrick 
Ewing scored 11 of Iris 25 
points in foe fourth quarter, 
rallying foe Kmdo over Port- 
land. 

In winning its fifth straight 
and 13 of the last 14, New 
York overcame a career-high 
36 points by Portland’s Rod 
Strickland. 

Ewing also had 11 re- 
bounds and John Starks had 
26 points. 

Heat 107, Pacers 96: In 
Miami, Gkm Rice sparked a 
key third-quarter surge be-.. 
fore leaving the game with an 
injured right knee and the 
beat beat Indiana. 

Rice scored 15 pionts, 10 in 
the third quarter, as the Heat 
broke away from a tie at 60 
and took a 13-point lead. 

Reggie Miller had 15 
points. Miller, averaging 
nearly 20 points per game, 
scored 14 and 15 points in his 
previous two games. 

Pistons 116, 76ers 105: In 
Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
Allan Houston scored a 
career-high 32 points and 
Terry Muls added 28 as the- 
Pistons again beat Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The Pistons are just 12-25 
this season, but four of the 
wins have come against the 
76ers. Since Dec. 6, Detroit 
is 3-0 against Philadelphia 
and 1-18 against foe rest of 
foe NBA. 

Detroit played without 
Grant Hill and Joe Dumars, 
both of whom have problem 
with their left heels. 


Snpersonics 110, Nuggets 89: 
In Tacoma, Washington, 
Shawn Kemp scored 19 
points to lead the Superaonks 
to their 10th straight victory 
and their 17th home win in a 
row, 111-89 over Denver. 

The Sotrics, who haven’t 
lost since Dec. 29, handed 
.foe Nuggets their fifth con- 
secntTve loss under interim 
coach Gene Littles, who re- 
placed Dan Issel after Issei’s 
surprise resignation Jan. 15. 

Seattle ended a four-game 
loang streak against the Nug- 
gets, who upset ihem as a No. 

8 seed in the first round of the 
playoffs last May. Mahoud 
Abdul-Rauf led Denver with 
27 points.- • 

Rockets 115, Backs 99: In 
Milwaukee, Hakeem Ola- 
juwon scored 20 of his 31 
points in the fourth quarter as - 
the Houston Rockets snap- 
ped the Bucks’ four-game 
winning streak. 

Olajuwon even joined in 
Houston’s. 3-point barrage, 
hitting from foe left wing with 
22 seconds' left for Houston’s 
14th 3-pointer of the night 
and Olajuwon’ s first of the 
season. He scored 20 of foe 
Rockets’ final 29 points. 

Vernon Maxwell added 25 
points, 21 after halftime, and 
Otis Thorpe had 15 points for 
Houston. 

Nets 186, Wanton 93: In 
Oakland, California, Armon 
Gilliam bad 26 points and 
matched his season high with 
13 rebounds as the New 
Jersey Nets broke a three- 
game losing streak with a 
106-93 win over foe Warriors. 

Derrick Coleman added 18 
points for the Nets., who nev- 
er trailed after scoring the 
first 10 points of the game. 

Kin g s 110, Mavericks 109, 
20T: In Sacramento, Califor- 
nia, Walt Wflfiams connected 
on ah off-balance shot from 
dose range with 5.3 seconds 
remaining in the second over- 
time, giving the Kings a 110- 
109. victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks.. 


it 


RESULTS 


Detroit 

116 

Philadelphia 

105 

Miami 

107 

TwHana 

96 

New York 

105 

Portland 

99 

Orlando 

110 

Boston 

97 

San Antonio 

104 

Chicago ■ 

102 (OT) 

Phoenix 

100 

Minnesota 

85 

Houston 

115 

Milwaukee 

99 

Seattle 

111 

Denver 

89 

New Jersey 

106 

Gulden State 

93 

Sacramento 

110 

Dallas 

109 (2 0T) 
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Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Jim Carrey 
in* 

THE MASK 

S bows: 1*30. 3J0. 6:15. 8J0. 10J0 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Najtea Fafoi & Rraiq A! FWwrt -In 


Arabic 

Shows; 1230. 3-J0. Mb, 8:30, 10J0 

The movie: The Lion 
King will be shown at 5 
p.m. every eVenfng as well 
as extra shows on Fridays 
Land Thursdays at 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Stallone - Sharon Stone 
"in 

THE SPECIALIST 

Shows: 12J0, 3 JO, 6. 8:15. 10J0 

CONCORD “2” 

Harrison Ford - Whitney Houston — 

THE BODYGUARD 

.Shows: 3, * 


t i 

_ . 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AHMOUN THEATRE 

T 4 .: 675571 

Nabfl Al MashinK Theatre 

SUM’ A in the satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfeh 
Daily from 8 p.m. 
Children's Play 

The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abul Ragheb 
Daily al 10:30 p.m. 

Presents - 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy . 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays- 

Tickets are available all 
. .day : 


'NafaH & Hisham's TeL: 625155 

ahlan theatre 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAM. 

a* 8:30 pjn. 

** resen ^^ 5 Plea» can' 

Th ®J* 1 *? tre is dosed on 
Saturdays & Sundays 
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Jordan Soccer League 

Wihdat await Friday’s 
match to celebrate title win 


Wl 


By Aleen Banmayan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 
AMMAN — It is the final 
week of the First Division 
Soccer Championship, 
which kicks off Thursday, 
that will have the final say co 
the team that gets to win 
the Kingdom's most pred- 
gious soccer title. 

The 132- match, 44-week 
long championship will be 
over Friday when A1 
Wihdat face Ai Arabi at 
Amman Stadium. A win or 
draw mil automatically se- 
cure the crown for AI 
Wihdat. Their first round 
match had ended 3-1 for AI 
Wihdat. 


son to maintain a standing 
outside the last four 


throughout the competi- 
tion, nett play 11th placed 


Only in case of Ai Ara- 
bi 's win and AI Ramtha’s 


victory over Shabab AI 
Hussein will thecomptition 
be prolonged for a decisive 
match between AI Wihdat 
and AI Ramtha, an unlike- 
ly prospect, but one that 
should be taken into 
account in the unpredict- 
able world of sports. 

In Irbid, A1 Faisali will 
clash with AI Hussein hop- 
ing that AI Ramtha lose 
their match so that they can 
clinch the runner up spot. 
AI Faisali won the tide in 
1992 and 1993. 

At the other end of the 
standings, the last three 
teams have already been 
relegated, while the fourth 
will be either AI Arabi, 
Kufrsoum or AI Qadissieh. 

AI Arabi seem nearer to 
that fate. They have a diffi- 
cult match with the only 
unbeaten team, AI Wihdat. 
But even winning the 
match would not be of 
great help if AI Qadissieh 
and Kunsoum win their 
match. 

AI Qadissieh. who 
moved up from 7th to 9th 
three consecutive wins over 
al Ramtha, Shabab AI Hus- 
sein and Al Kannel, nett 
have an easy match against 
A] Jeel. 

Meanwhile, Kufrsoom, 
the only newcomer this sea- 


A1 Karmei. 

AI Jazirch, a team often 
threatened with relegation, 
have finished fifth and will 
next play Al Ahli who se- 
cured their place in the 
division after their latest 
vita] 3-1 win over Al Arabi. 

Ai Faisali and Al Hus- 
sein, two teams that lost 
the chance to compete for 
the title, now eye another 
token prize — the league’s 
top scorer award. 

Al FaisaK’s Jiryes Tadros 
and Al Hussein's Aref Hus- 
sein are now tied in first 
place with 16 goals each. 

Tadros netted two goals 
from penalty kicks against 
Kufrsoum, while Hussein 
scored a hat-trick against 
Al Jazireh, leaving last 
week’s top scorer Al 
Ramtha’s Mouaffaq Abu 
Hdeib second with 14 


Kufrsoum's Yousef 
Obeidat who led the scor- 
ers in the first round is now 
third, tied with 13 goals 
with Al Abb’s Nart Yadaj. 

Al Arabi's Ayman Al 
Omari is fourth with 12 
goals. Al Wibdat’s Jihad 
Abdul Mun’em is a distant 
fifth with 9 goals. 

Al Hussein are the top 
scoring team of the com- 


petition with 52 goals in 21 
matches they have the 
highest scoring average of 
2.4 per match. 

Al Hussein, who secured 
at least one of the season’s 
titles when they won the 
Federation Shield, also 
have the best result record 
with 14 wins, two draws 
and five losses. 

Although leaders Al 
Wihdat maintained an un- 
beaten record so for, their 
scoring is low at 27 goals 
and an average of 1-2 per 
match. 

Al Jeel have the worst 
scoring record. They only 
scored one win and have 
only netted 11 goals while 
allowing 58 to enter their 
net. 

Schedule of final week: 
Thursday 26/1 
Jeel/Qadissieh 2:30p.m. 
Petra Stadium 
Knfisoum/Karmel 230 p.m. 
Hassan Stadium 
Jazirch/ Ahli 2:30 p.m. 

Amman Stadi um 


Friday 27/1 

Wihdat/Arabt 2:30 p.m. 

Amman .S tadium 

Shabab Al Hnssein/Ramtha 
230 

Petra Stadium 

Hussein/Faisali 230 p.m. Has- 
san Stadium. 


Standings after 21st week 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA Pis. 

Wihdat 

21 

13 

8 

— 

27 

5 

34 

Ramtha 

21 

13 

6 

2 

42 

13 

32 

Faisali 

21 

12 

7 

2 

41 

9 

31 

Hussein 

21 

14 

2 

5 

52 

24 

30 

Jazireh 

21 

10 

5 

6 

30 

22 

25 

Ahfi 

21 

8 

6 

7 

29 

28 

22 

Qadissieh 

21 

7 

6 

8 

26 

25 

20 

Knfrsoum 

21 

9 

2 

10 

28 

34 

20 

Arabi 

21 

7 

5 

9 

26 

33 

19 

SUM* Al Bracfe 

21 

2 

4 

15 

20 

45 

8 

Kamel 

21 

2 

4 

15 

14 

50 

8 

Jed 

21 

1 

1 

19 

11 

58 

3 


Round One to Kiwis . . . 
but there’s a long way to go 


SAN DIEGO (AFP) — A 
day after the first round of 
America’s Cup trials ended, 
Peter Blake tried to put the 
results in the proper context. 

“We are happy to be 64)," 
said the bead of the potent 
Team New Zealand chal- 
lenge. 

“But this is round one. 
Now we must guard against 
being 6-18." 

The point being that last 
week's racing off the storm- 
whipped Southern California 
coast is but the first of four 
preliminary rounds ... before 
the challenger and defender 
semi-finals. 

But the first round offered 
some insight into the 
strengths and weaknesses of 
the competing teams. A 
synopsis in order of first- 
round standings: 


Challengers 


☆Team New Zealand (6-0) 

. — Team also got off to a fast 
'Liart in '86 and *92 but lost in 
challenger finals. Skipper 
Russell Courts apparently has 
an excellent crew. Will they 
self-destruct again? 
☆NZL-39 (5-1) Chris Dick- 
son’s crew had almost no 
pre-trials training, but im- 
proved rapidly during first 
round. 

☆Nippon (4-2) — Highly 


modified JPN-30 was fog im- 
provement over what was in 
Worlds. Very focused crew 
determined to make it work 
for skipper Makoto Namba. 
☆OneAustralia (3-3) — Af- 
ter dominating last Novem- 
ber’s World Championships, 
John Bertrand’s Aussies slip- 
ped off the pace. Why? Boat 
could have been sailing with 
new experimental keel de- 
sign. 1 

☆Sydney 95 (2-4) — After 
getting off to fast start with 
two wins in first three days, 
team stumbled late and with- 
drew from last race. 
☆France 2 (1-5) — World 
Match Racing champion Ber- 
trand Pace gave the French 
excellent starts. But the boat, 
which fell from its cradle and 
was nearly destroyed seven 
weeks ago, was not up to the 
competition. 

☆Rioja de Espana (0-6) — 
Like NZL-39, the Spanish 
had almost no pre-trials train- 
ing. 


Defenders 


☆Young America (5-1) — 
Excellent start considering 
boat was nearly destroyed in 
gale-force winds on January 
4. Despite being newcomers 
to the game, skipper Kevin 
Mahaney and crew per- 
formed capably in baptism. 


Bruce Nelson has designed 
boat with good speed in wide 
range of wind and sea condi- 
tions. 

☆Stars and Stripes (3-3) — 
Interesting that Dennis Con- 
ner stepped up and convin- 
cingly beat Young America 
on last day to keep PACT *95 
from finishing first round un- 
defeated. Conner’s team nev- 
er plays all its cards in round 
one. Conner turning over 
helm at times to Paul Cayard 
bodes well. 

☆America3 (1-5) — After 
beating Conner in historic 
first race, the first all-women 
crew lost five straight. Was 
Conner sandbagging? Of 
course, America3 is the only 
1992 boat still compaigmng 
and a new boat will arrive for 
fourth round. 

☆The second round of the 
trials begins Sunday, January 
29. Wins in the second round 
are worth two points apiece, 
double their first-round 
value. 

☆The French will definitely 
sail their new boat — which 
wflj be remeasured on Janu- 
ary 25 — in the second 
round, while One Australia is 
expected to sad its new boat. 


Evert 
named to 
Tennis 
Hall of 


Fame 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island 
(AFP) — Chris Evert, 
whose 157 career tennis ti- 
tles include 18 Grand 
Slams, will be the only 
player inducted into the In- 
ternational Tennis Hall of 
Fame this year, officials 
said Tuesday. 

Evert will be enshrined 
on July 16, becoming the 
163rd player to be so hon- 
oured. 

Evert, who cemented her 
arrival on the international 
scene when she was 15 until 
a victory over then world 
number one Margaret 
Court at a tournament in 
North Carolina, held the 
number one ranking eight 
times during her career. 

He metronomic ground- 
strokes and controlled de- 
meanor on court earned 
her the nickname "Ice 
Maiden." 

At the same time, her 
ponytail and shy smile gave 
her an image as one of 
America’s sporting 
sweethearts. 

Evert said her baseline 
game, now the standard for 
young women players — 
was a novelty she intro- 
duced. 

“No one could hit three 
straight groundstrokes 
without hitting one into the 
net or out of the court." 

Evert's game was per- 
fectly suited to day, and 
her 125-match winning 
streak on clay is the best 
record of any player for any 
single surface. 

Her career was also 
marked by a long rivalry 
with Czech-born American 
Martina Navratilova. Her 
157 career titles is second 
only to Navratilova’s career 
total of 167. 

Evert will become the 
163rd player enshrined in 
the Hall of Fame and the 
44th woman. She is the 
sixth person to be elected 
unanimously since 1980. 

England's Virginia 
Wade, another Hall of 
Fame player, summed up 
Evert's career by saying: 
“She came in a winner and 
stayed that way." 


Brimdie 
confirmed 
at Ligier 


LONDON (R) -- The 
French Ligier Formula One 
motor racing team confirmed 
Wednesday that Briton Mar- 
tin Brandle and Japanese 
driver Aguri Suzuki will part- 
ner Frenchman Olivier Panis 
this season. 


The deal with Brundle in- 
dicates that former world 
champion Nigel Mansell will 
now almost certainly race for 
the Marlboro McLaren Mer- 
cedes Team. 


Brundle, who was fighting 
with Mansell for the second 
seat alongside Mika Hak- 
kinen, had hoped to stay with 
McLaren for a second year 
but grew impatient of waiting 1 
for the outcome of negotia- 
tions. 


The news also means that 
Johny Herbert looks set for a 
drive alongside world cham- 
pion Michael Schumacher at 
the Benetton Renault Team. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OIIM SHAW 
A TAIWAH HMSCH 


PLAY THE ODDS — AND THE OPPONENT 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* Q J 10 3 
7AEI07S 
OAKS 
*9 

WEST' EAST 

*968 *8 

CQJ8 "785 

7 3 C9862 

* Q J 10 2 * A K 8 7 6 C 

SOOTH 
9 A K 7 0 4 
<764 3 

0Q1Q4 
*4 3 
The bidding: 

NorJ 
I? 

9 0 
4* 


not good enough for this 
North really needed either the 
queen of heart* or ■ dub void to 
justify a jump shift fallowed by ■ 
jump raise. With fivo trauma headed 
by the two top honors ana valuable 
BDera for partner's second nut. 
South hardly be blssiod for tht 
ipp in p m ! dam that was readied- 
West led the queen of dubs and. 
when it bold, shifted to the nine of 
hearts. How should you ploy in a 
vacuum? Would you play any other 
tray if Wear ware a nJafive neo- 
phyte? What if West were .an 


Seat 

Sooth 

West 

Pom 

1 * 

Para 

Pom 

3? 

Para 

Para 

S * 

Para 

Turn 




Opening lend: Queen of * 
Should you allow knowledge rf 

yovr opponent*' ability toafiect the 

follow the pmbsMDbes. or 
yoa choose differant ran- 
dnadhl ou who made a 
f? This hand flhaftntas 
that might arise 

at the table. . . 

Although the North hand ■ 
powerful in aupport of apedas. * 


! Cite of the slain hinges on the 
heart suit Since there are three 
holdings with West holding QJ i of 
hearts and oafr one when East has 
Q J bars, the percentage ploy is to 
finesse West for both honors. In a 
vacuum, that’s the way to go. 

But that's not the way bridge is 
played against real opponents. No 
average player would dan lead a 
heart away from Q J x. bo if you 
know West is no expert, switch Unas 
in favor of dropping Q J bare. 

An expert, however, mi g h t ratify 
try to taDc you out of taking the beat 
Hpe- Ignore West’s ahen migans— 
just go fbood with the percentage 
line and the ten of hearts. 


FURNISHED OR 
APARTMENT 


UNFURNISHED 
FOR RENT 


Consists of 2 spacious bedrooms. L-shaped salon, 2 
verandas, spacious kitchen and 2 bathrooms, 
first floor with central heating and telephone. 

Location: Sweifieh near Modem Educational Schools 

For more Information, please calk 824584, 821405 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

Two bedrooms, one sitting-room, one living-room, 1 
dining room, 1 kitchen, 2 bathrooms. 

Central heating and telephone line available. 

Please call: Tel. 669287 or 625991 


FOR RENT 


Newly furnished, three-bedroom , flat, fully 
equipped kitchen, 2 bathrooms and toilets. 
With a telephone. The apartment is located in 
Mekka St — next to Sindibad Gas Station New 
Building. The fiat is on the first floor. 
Interested, please call 864823 
between 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 


Salt Lake City heads finalists 
in 2002 Winter Games race 


LAUSANNE (AP) — The 
race for the 2002 Winter 
Olympics will be between 
front-runner Salt Lake City 
and challengers from Cana- 
da, Sweden and Switzerland. 

As expected. Salt Lake 
Gey was one of the four 
finalists selected Tuesday as 
the International Olympic 
Committee pared down the 
field of nine candidate host 
cities. 

The three other finalists 
are Ostersond, Sweden; 
Quebec, and Son, Switzer- 
land. 

Eliminated from the race 
were Graz, Austria; Jaca, 
Spain; Poprad-Tatry, Slova- 
kia; Sochi, Russia, and Tarvi- 
»o, Italy. 

The four finalists now have 
five months to pursue their 
campaigns before the entire 
IOC: elects the host city on 
June 16 at its session in 
Budapest, Hungary. 

Tuesday's decision means 
there will be two candidates 
from North America and two 
from Europe in the final 
round. 

There were no snprues in 
the consensus decision by the 
IOC’s 10-man selection com- 
mittee, which was announced 
in a crowded hall of the 
Olympic Museum by IOC 
President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. 

The result reflected the 
findings of last month’s IOC 
evaluation report, which 
rated Salt Lake City, Oster- 
sund, Quebec and Sion way 
above the other five on tech- 
nical merit. 

“The four best were the 
four selected," Samaranch 
said. 

"The surprise would have 
been had there been a sur- 
prise,” said IOC executive 
board member Richard 
Pound of Canada. "It’s reas- 
suring a selection college 
would come to the conclusion 
that it did." 

Although the decision was 
predictable, it was highly 
satisfying for Salt Lake City, 
which was narrowly-defeated 
by Nagano, Japan, four years 
ago in the vote for the 1998 
Gaines. 

“It felt great to hear our 
name read out," said Salt 
Lake bid chief Tom Welch. 
“We sat through one of these 
before when our name* wasn’t 
read out. 1 would very, much 
like to hear it read out one 


more time (on June 16).” 
Salt 'Lake City, which is 
bidding for the fourth time in 
30 years, has been the estab- 
lished favourite throughout 
ihe current campaign., u suc- 
cessful, the city would bring 
the Winter Olympics to the 
4Joited States for the first 
time since Lake Placid, N.Y., 
in 1980. • 

Salt Lake's strong position 
is acknowledged by its rivals. 
'From the Quebec pers- 


Wlrile Tuesday’s decision 
was based strictly oa technic- 
al matters, the vote *» « : 

final roond of baliovng 

against one Enropcan can*- ■ 


IOC members will likely 
choose only one # North 
American city to go into the 
ind of balloting 


pectfve, you have to focus on 
Sait Lai 


: Lake as the one to beat,’ 
Found said. “If I were the 
strategist, that's who X would 
aim at first." 

But Welch said the race 
starts now from scratch on 


Sion, perceived as the 
weakest of the four finalists 
on paper, said it should not 
be nued out. ... 

“We are determined,” said 
bid chairman and Son Mayor 
Gilbert Debons. “We are 
competent and we have the 
heart and spirit to win the 
race. Sion has a long tradition 


dices 
bens. 

This was the first time the . 
IOC cut the field of bidding 
dries before the *»****- 
The move was intended to./ 
weed out weak Candida*^,, 
and to reduce the costs 0» “^7 
bidding process. . 

Not everyone was happy 
with the new systems, espc= 


of winter sports and a long proponents of the Socffi..; 

experience in organising ^ f^ m Russia. V 


equal footing. 

“It’s like an athlete who’s 


just been through the qual- 
ifying trials to run in the 
Olympic Games," he said. 
“The calibre of the competi- 
tion will only intensify be- 
tween now and June. We are - 
approaching a new starting 
lute. As of today, we all line 
up at the starting line to run 
the dash.” 

Welch said Salt Lake city - 
will not focus on its front- 
runner status. 

“I don’t think it's an 
issue," he said. “We win run 
the race to win. We are not 
deviating from our path to 
look to the side or look over 
our shoulder. We’re right 
where we want to be, right 
where we need to be." 

The next — and possibly 
crucial — stage of foe bidding 
process wQl be the visits by 
IOC members to the four 
finalist cities. Welch said the 
members should be impress- 
ed by foe facilities and pro- 
jects which have been com- 
pleted since die last bid. 

“Between now and Jane 
16, we will work as hard as 
we can to win the trust of the 
IOC members,” Welch said. 
“If we do that, we should be 
able to win. Somebody may 
beat us, but they won't out- 
work us." 

Quebec is adopting a, simi- 
lar approach. 

“Well strictly be looking 
at what we do best,” said 
Quebec mayor Jean-Paul 
L’AJlier. “It’s like downhill 
skiing. If I torn my head 
around to look at the other 
fellow. I'm losing half a 
second and that’s too much." 

Quebec and Salt Lake Gty 
will be direct rivals since the 


them. 

Ostersund is making its 
third bid an d the sixth overall 

from Sweden. 

“The type of . games we can 
offer would be along the lines 
of lillfthammer — a Nordic, 
intimate atmosphere with ev- 
erything dose together," raid 
bid chief Christer Persson. 
“Salt Lake Gty is also an 
excellent camfidate and in the 
end it will come down to a 
question of taste." 


‘The experiment has to 
improved in the future,” said 
Alexander Kozlovsky, we;*: 
president of the Russian"-.* 
Olyihpic Committee. “They 
chose cities with developed: < 
infrastructure. ForSodn, this' 
is an mfair approach. W&v 
want .to build something 
aboslutely new. I believe they; 2 
have to be more opens?.*, 
minded in foe future,. Ies&-fc 
blindfolded." \ 


Ai 


2602 Whiter. Olympics finalists 


A brief look at the four finalists in the bidding for the :c- 
2CQ2 Winter Olympics: 

•it* 

Salt Lake City 


Regional population: 1,866,000. * 

Projected cod of foe games: $798 raffi on. >£■ 

Maia advantages: Most rants ready; single Olympic \ 
vOage; . skferesorts; good highways and access; pi 

plenty of hotels; sound financial plan; single good revenue m; 
ponibBttles. 


Quebec 


l g ; 


Population: 6,700,000. 

Coat of games: $567 ndfioa. 

Mate advantages: Excefiert h»do<M- facffitfcs; good eatfroiH 
protection plan; irinyir fllympir THTn£r, gnwa—t 
'‘guarantees.'. 




Ostersund. Sweden 


*V:» 




Popu l ation: 60,000. 

Cart of games: $780 rnfflion. 

Main advantages: Slagle lakeside Olympic village; weD 
planned transport system; good media faculties; good - 
financial plan. c. 


Sion, Switzerland 




Population 262,000. 

Cost of games: $472 mflfiou. 

Main advantages: Experience in organising whaler sports 
events; pohSc support (61per ceut apgroy&l. in refepen-i 

dam); World Cap .-„4* 

cy; ase-a£ existing site*...; • : • **<-. ’r v- j:i 


Olympics making final plans for ticket sales 


ATLANTA (AP) — To buy 
tickets to the Atlanta Olym- 
pics, the line forms to foe 
rear of the crowd of VIPS 
already placing orders. 

While Olympic organisers 
make the final preparations 
to put tickets on sale to foe 
public May 1, they also are 
busy handling requests from 
the sponsors, hotels, sports 
officials and selected tour 
groups that get first dibs. 

Though these groups may 
snap up nearly 1 million of 
the choicest seats, organisers 
insist regular folks shouldn’t 
worry — there still will be a 
record number of tickets 
available. 

And with the Atlanta orga- 
nisers counting on strong 
ticket sales to meet the 


budget of the privately fi- 
nanced 1994 Summer Gaines, 
an all-out effort to sell those 
tickets is guaranteed. 

‘’Nothing ever sells itself. 
What you need to do in any 
marketing programme where 
you have a high-demand pro- 
duct is let the people know 
how easy it is to purchase," 
said Scott Anderson, foe top 
ticket official at the Atlanta 
Committee for the Olympics 
are difficult to get,” said 
And erson , ACOG’s manag- 
ing director for games ser- 
vices. “That is the perception 
we are fighting.... our answer 
is, tickets are not going to be 
difficult to get.” 

Bat it dearly will be mane 
difficult to attend foe gla- 
mour events — opening cere- 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Second floor furnished flat consisting of one bedroom, 
salon, bathroom, kitchen with central heating and brand 
new furniture. 

Location: Shmeisani, opposite King Abdullah Gardens. 

Call TeL 683519 or 665878 


CAR FOR SALE 
DUTY UNPAID 


92 Lincoln Towncar, Golden Bear edition. Only 
15,000 miles, every conceivable option: Remote 
start, digital dash, dual air bags, six-way power 
rediner and lumbar seats, AM/FM cassette, speed 
control, ABS system, traction assist, auto low-high 
headlights, Clifford Alarm and many more. 

Phone: 827-320 


BAWADI 

QyEEN ALIA FUf$D 

for Social Deveiufstagflri 

invites-;you to^ 



_ off 




...... . 23- Sunday, 29 

C:0O3*rn till 8:00 pm 

QUEE^CIA EUND's new offices 
Al Madina Al Munawara St. 

Tel: 825 241 


monies or gymnastics finals, 
for example — because de- 
mand is expected, to be 
tremendous. 

ACOG is ironing oat the 
last details of putting about 
10 million tickets on sale to 
the public. - 

A ticket vendor has been 
selected and will'. be 
announced later this month. 
A brochure has been de- 
signed, though decisions on 
how many to print and how 
to distribute it stfil must be 
made. 

In an attempt to ensure 
fairness, tickets ordered in 
the first 60 days of the public 
sale wiO be thrown into a 
pool, from which they will be 
processed in random order. 
After that, it’s first come, 
first served. 


Though the tickets go on . 
sale more than a year before ' 
the games, they must be paid 
for m advance. VISA, checks 
.and money orders will be 
accepted. 

brtbe fall, applicants will . 
receive a letter notifying-' 
them what they’re getting,. 
The tickets win be delivered 
in spring 1996. The games' 
begin July 19, 1996. 

They indude 194 National- 
Olympic Committees, the 
groups that send teams to die 
games; corporate sponsors 
who have paid millions of 
dollars to finance the games; 
hotels that have joined an 
Olympic network mid will be 
able to resell the tickets with 
rbom packages, Atlanta 
Braves season ticket holders, 
Olympic product licensed. 


Now Al Hussein Foundation 
Thu National Musia Conservatory • 


The Austrian 
Embassy 


present. ■ - 

DUO VIRTUOSI 

in a flute and piano recital 



C : 




Astrid FrQhlidi, flute Gerhard Hofer. piano 
Sunday, 29 January 1995 - 8:00 pjn. “ 
The Royal C ultural CeiVtre - Main Thea tm 

JD 7 


Program: 

Bach 

Doppler 

Doppler 

Borne 

Frahcalx 


Hamburger Sonata 
Fantasie Pastorale Hong raise 
Nocturne 

Fantasie BrMante.sur Carmen 

Suite for Flute Solo 

Rachmaninov Etude Tableaux for piano 
BShm Grande Polonaise 


Tickets from: 

AfiliahAbeia Superstore.... 
Bablche. 


Freddy tor Music ZZZZZZ 

Music Box. -• J ” 

Ronrero.._._, 

Royal Cultural Caitre. 
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692896 

815745 

644227 

661026 

687620 
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Jordan, Israel 
review draft 
bilateral accords 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel bave drawn up a draft 
agreement on trade after 
several weeks of negotiations 
and the draft is expected to 
be presented to the two gov- 
ernments soon for ratifica- 
tions after a few more mod- 
ifications, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Work on the accord was 
speeded up after a visit Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin paid to Amman on 
Jan. 12 and agreed with His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
accelerate the implementa- 
tion of the Jordan-Israel 
ice treaty signed on Oct. 


The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the Jordanian- 
Israeli committee charged 
with implementing the treaty 
met Wednesday in the IaaeU 
port city of Eilat “to review 
the outcome of negotiations 
conducted by specialised 
joint committees last week 
and to set an agenda for the 
committee’s next meeting.” 

The committee in charge of 
implementing the treaty is 
co-chaired by Hani A1 Mulqi, 
president of the Rrwal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS), and 
.Eliakizn Rubinstein, who also 
led the Israeli team to the 
bilateral negotiations with 
Jordan. 

Petra quoted an official 
spokesman as saying that the 
committee discussed the 
“main articles in the draft 
agreements being negotiated 
under the terms of the peace 
treaty” and that Jordan 
“reasserted the need to bave 
the draft accord cover all 
sectoral questions in a com- 
prehensive and clearly de- 
fined manner.” 

The committee will meet 
again at Deir Allah, on the 
Jordanian side of the Jordan 
Valley, on Wednesday. 

The Jordanian team to the 
meeting included Major 
General Tahsin Sburdom, 
assistant to the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Khalil Kreisat, secretary- 
general of the Ministry of 
Interior, Mohammad Smadi, 
secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, and Basam Awadal- 
lah, an advisor at the Prime 
Ministry. 

The peace treaty calls for a 
trade agreement to be final- 
ised in six months after the 
ratification of the treaty it- 
self; thus the deadline is May 
10 (after the treaty was rati- 
fied on Nov. 10). But Mr. 
Rabin said on Jan. 12 that 
. both sides wanted to acceler- 
ate the process and Israel 
would allow Jordanian ex- 
ports to the Jewish state ear- 
lier than that date. 

Israeli officials said early 
this week that both sides 
were working to conclude the 
trade accord on Jan. 25, bnt 
that it was unlikely to be 
completed by this date. 

According to a report in- 
the Jerusalem Post, Jordan 
and Israel have agreed to 
remove all important restric- 
tions “under the principle of 


ncm-discrinunation" and to 
gram each other preferential 
treatment in terms of lower 
customs duties for a limited 
list of imports. 

Israel has also agreed to 

S 've Jordanian products more 
snefit of preferential treat- 
ment with lower duties, it 
said. 

Zahar Peri, a senior offi- 
cial of the Israeli Ministry of 
Foreign Trade, was quoted as 
saying by the Post that he 
expected the negotiations on 
rules of origin on Jordanian 
products to be “compli- 
cated.” 

“Israel is demanding that 
40 per cent of the value of 
~ from Jordan 
from local work and 
products,” said the Post. 
“Without such requirements, 
non-Jordanian products 
could come into (Israel) 
under the preferential terms 
that are only intended for the 


fail a view to encouraging 
industrial cooperation be- 
tween the two countries and 
to help Jordan meet the 
minimal “local-content” re- 
quirements, Israel proposes 
to recognise Israeli compo- 
nents of Jordanian products 
as of Jordanian origin, 
according to the 

Israel is seeking J< 
preferential treatment to con- 
sumer products, including 
food, refrigerators and air- 
conditioners, and is also re- 
questing to indude equip- 
ment mid industrial goods 
such as stone-cutting machin- 
ery, printed circuits and tele- 
communications equipment 
in the preferential list of im- 
ports. 

According to Mr. Peri, 
Israel is also seeking identical 
treatment for goods that both 
sides produce such as phos- 
phate and cement. 

Meanwhile, the Post re- 
ported on Wednesday that 
aviation talks between Jor- 
dan and Israel were dead- 
locked over the altitude that 
Jordanian planes should fly at 
while using Israeli airspace. 

The Post quoted Eli 
Damn, a spokesman of die 
Israeli Transport Ministry, as 
saying that other issues in- 
volved in die negotiations on 
an agreement on transport 
between Jordan and Israel 
were going well and were 
expected to be completed on 
Wednesday. There was no 
specific Jordanian comment 
on the issue. 

According to Mr. Danon, 
Jordan is insisting that planes 
using Israeli airspace to fly to 
Jordan be permitted to fly at 
it of 11,000 feet while 


with 


Israel was objecting to this 
saying it would interfere 
air force training flights. 


Israel wants a higher altitude. 

“As a result of the dis- 
agreement, Israel said it was 
willing to defer aviation talks 
and a subsequent aviation 
agreement,” said the Post. 

Jordan is reportedly willing 
to keep this particular issue in 
abeyance while continuing 
talks on the joint use by 
Israel and Jordan of the 
Aqaba airfield. 


Amnesty denounces 
French role over Sudan 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Watch- 
dog organisation Amnesty 
International on Wednesday 
accused France of deliberate- 
ly playing down serious hu- 
man rights violations in 
Sudan because of its own 
political interests. 

Presenting a damning re- 
port on major abuses in 
Sudan, Amnesty representa- 
tive Andrew Mawson said 
France provided the “clearest 
example of those breaking 
international ranks" on con- 
demning human rights viola- 
tions in the country. 

Mr. Mawson, who led the 
investigation behind the re- 
port, said that Amnesty 
nevertheless had no indepen- 
dent confirmation of charges 
that France has helped the 
military junta in Khartoum to 
ffght rebels in southern 
Sudan in exchange for the 
extradition of “Carlos. 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Illicit Ramirez Sanchez, was 
arrested in Sudan last August 
a ad handed over to France 
for trial. 

The rapporteur mentioned 
no other countries by name, 
but said France was among 

improve relations with Khar- 
toum. where Gen eral Omar 
A1 Besbir's junta, backed by . 
Islamic fundamenwlists. 
seized power m a June 1989 


coup. 

The Amnesty report said 
“some governments have be- 
gun to play down the serious- 
' ness of the human rights 
situation in pursuit of their 
own political interests.” 

In the 132-page document, 
whose publication marks the 
start of a campaign to im- 
prove conditions in Sudan, 
Amnesty said human rights 
abuses are being committed 
on a massive scale in Sudan 
both by the government and 
by the rebels. 

The London-based orga- 
nisation called on the United 
Nations set up an “interna- 
tional civilian human rights 
monitoring team” to tackle 
abuses in the country. 

“Since coming to power, 
the Sudanese government has 
made torture and the deten- 
tion of suspected opponents 
in so-called “ghost-houses" 
— the security forces' secret 
detention centres — standard 
practice throughout the coun- 
try as it crushes political 
opposition and attempts to 
mould society to its own ver- 
sion of a radical Islamic agen- 
da ,*' Amnesty’s report said. 

Since 1983. when civil war 
reignited in the south after a 
loll of several years, more 
than one million people have 
died in the conflict between 
the Arab and Muslim north. 


Arafat 

in 

Amman 

Prjbne Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker greets 
Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat npoo the let- 
ter’s arrival in Amman 
on Wednesday. His 
Majesty King Hussein 
met with Mr. Arafat 
late- in the day (see 
page one) (AFP photo) 



Police break up protest for freedom in Aden 

ADEN (AFP) — Yemeni police broke op a protest for 
press freedom in the southern port city of Aden on 
Wednesday, making a number of arrests, witnesses said. 
Journalists and ( opposition activists gathered in the city 
centre, holding 'banners calling for press freedom and 
respect for democracy, before police used “violence” 
against them, the witnesses told AFP. The demonstration 
was called by a collective set up after the Jan. 4 suspension 
of the independent daily A1 Ayyam, published in Aden, 
which is close to the liberal opposition. The demonstrators 
drew up a petition to President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
demanding the release of those arrested, press freedom and 
lifting of the suspension of A1 Ayyam. said Abdul Aziz A1 
Saqqaf, chief editor of the English-language weekly Yemen 
Times and head of the collective. The petition said A1 
Ayyam was suspended after it revealed “human rights 
violations, especially in southern Yemen, since the (civil) 
war ended." 

Detained Lebanon MP suffers heart attack 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Member of Parliament (MP) 
Yahya Shamas, under arrest on drugs dealing charges, was 
taken to hospital after suffering a heart attack, judicial 
sources said on Wednesday. They said Mr. Shamas. who 
was stripped of his parliamentary immunity and arrested on 
Nov. 30, was taken on Tuesday night from his. cell at 
Roumyeh jail east of Beirut to a private hospital. He is in 
his late 40s or early 50s. Mr. Shamas, a Shiite Muslim from 
the eastern Bekaa Valley which was a centre of the 
multimillion-dollar narcotics industry during the 1975-90 
civil war. has denied involvement in drugs dealing. He 
touched off a scandal by telling parliament that Resident 
Elias Hrawi's son, unnamed deputies, and unnamed 
minister, a well-known businessman and 10 airline pilots 
were linked to the drugs trade. Lebanon's prosecutor- 
general, Munif Oueidat, said there was no truth to Mr. 
Shamas' allegations. Lebanese authorities have begun a 
campaign against cultivation, processing and trafficking of 
narcotics over the past two years. The brother of another 
MP is also under arrest on narcotics dealing charges. 

Tripoli women protest French headscarf ban 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Four hundred women demonstrated 
Wednesday outside the French cultural centre in Tripoli, 
northern Lebanon, over France's ban on the wearing of 
Islamic headscarves. The women, all students, carried 
banners saying “the veil is a protection for women” and 
“the veil will stay whatever happens.” They handed a 
statement to the centre's director, Jean-Luc Ferro, protest- 
ing at the French decision in September to ban Islamic 
headscarves from schools. The statement was signed by the 
Muslim Women Students’ Association, a body linked to the 
Sunni Muslim fundamentalist group A1 Gamaa Islamiyah. 
In December about 100 women close to the Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah movement held a similar demonstration outside 
the French cultural centre in Beirut. 

Six dead, seven missing in Egyptian rubbie 

CAIRO (AP) — Rescuers recovered the bodies of six 
labourers on Wednesday from the rubble of a university 
building that collapsed in southern Egypt. Seven others 
were still missing, police said, and six were hospitalised 
with injuries. The workers had been trying to repair the 
structure of the building, which is pan of the medical 
school at El-Minya University, when it collapsed Tuesday 
night, police said. The cause was not immediately known. 
But students were ordered to vacate the buikting months 
ago after university officials determined that it was 
dangerous. The university is in the town of A1 Minya, 220 
kilometres south of Cairo. 

Norway may permanently recall Iran envoy 

OSLO (AFP) — The Norwegian foreign ministry may 
recall its ambassador to Iran permanently and replace him 
with a charge d'affaires in connection with the Salman 
Rushdie affair, the Norwegian daily Arbeiderbladet re- 
ported Wednesday. Mr. Gavahi had hinted in a letter to the 
Norwegian foreign ministry that his government could 
change its policy on an Iranian death threat against British 
author Salman Rushdie and all those involved in the 
publication of "The Satanic Verses.” The late founder of 
the Islamic republic Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini conde- 
mned Mr. Rushdie to death in 1989 in a “fatwa” or 
religious edict, saying his novel had insulted Islam. Mr. 
Gavahi also said that the fatwa would not affect Norwe- 
gians living in Norway, but the Iranian authorities recently 
withdrew the letter and asked its ambassador, viewed as a 
moderate, to leave Norway. 

Sudan to take border dispute to World Court 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan says it will take its border 
dispute with Egypt to the World Court if bilateral 
negotiations foil to resolve it. Omar Yousuf Berido, 
undersecretary at the Foreign Ministry, told reporters 
Tuesday night that the dispute over the area known as 
HaJaib could be resolved with Egypt "if political willpower 
prevailed.'’ Otherwise, he warned. Sudan will appeal to the 
World Court in the Hague. Egypt opposes any action that 
would broaden the dispute beyond bilateral negotiations. 
Relations between the Egyptian government and Sudan 
have been rocky since Sudanese leader Omar Al Bashir 
came to power five years ago and installed an Islamic 
regime. They worsened during the 1990-91 Gulf conflict, 
when Sudan supported Iraq out of Kuwait. Egypt also has 
accused Sudan of supporting Islamic militants who have 
waged a three-year campaign of violence against Egypt's 
secular government. 


Japanese crown prince, princess 
begin three-day visit to Jordan today 


AMMAN — Japanese 
Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Princess Masako arrive here 
today (Thursday) on the first 
visit by a member of the 
Japanese Imperial family to 
Jordan since 1976. 

Prince Naruhito and Prin- 
cess Masako wfll arrive from 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) on the third leg of a 
visit which began in Kuwait. 
It is the second tour of the 
Middle East by the crown 
prince and princess. 

Jordanian and Japanese 
officials have described the 
visit to Jordan by Prince 
Naruhito and Princess Masa- 
ko as a reflection of the excel- 
lent state of relations be- 
tween the Kingdom and 
Japan. 

During their visit, which 
comes in response to an in- 
vitation by Their Majesties 
King H ossein and Queen 
Noor, the Japanese Royal 
conple will tour sites of 
archaeological and tourist in- 
terest. 

Emperor AkDtito, who was 
then crown prince of Japan, 
visited Jordan in 1976. 

. Jordan and Japan maintain 
traditionally strong relations 
and the King and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san have visited Japan several 
times. 

Japan and Jordan estab- 
lished diplomatic relations in 
1964 and opened embassies 


in each other's capital in 
1974. 

Japanese Ambassador Ynji 
Ikeda described the visit as a 
reaffirmation of the strong 
ties binding the royal families 
of Japan and Jordan and the 
people of the two countries. 

Mr. Ikedo noted that the 
King had visited Japan at 
least four times and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan three times. 

“It is highly expected that 
the coming visit of Their Im- 
perial Highnesses Crown 
Prince Naruhito and Crown 
Princess Masako will enhance 
further the exi s t in g dose and 
friendly relations” between 
Jordan and Japan, be said. 

Crown Prince Hassan is 
tentatively scheduled to pay a 
visit to Japan in late May 
1995 to inaugurate a “Jordan 
Week” in Tokyo. “Jordan 
Week” is also expected to 
witness the launch of Royal 
Jordanian flights between 
Amman and new Kansai air- 
port in Japan. Definite con- 
firmation of the Crown 
Prince's visit to Japan and the 
launch of RJ flights was not 
immediately available, 
however. 

The schedule of the 
Japanese royal couple here 
includes a /tinner hosted by 
Crown Pnnce Hassan and 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Saivath on Thursday, a visit 


to the royal tombs and the 
Martyrs Monument Friday 
mornmg, a visit to Petra and 
Aqaba overnight Friday, re- 
turn to Amman after hmch at 
the Ionian Valley on Satur- 
day, a banquet hosted by the 
King and Queen in Amman 
Saturday night, meetings 
with the Japanese community 
in Amman and members of 
the Japan-Jordan association 
and a visit to a workshop of 
die Young Women’s Muslim 
Association. 

Princess Masako will also 
visit the Jordan Red Crescent 
Society. 

The Japanese Crown- 
Prince and P rin cess- leave 
Amman Sunday evening. 

In Dubai on Wednesday, 
Crown Prince Naruhito and 
Princess Masako met Dubai's 
Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashid Al 
Maktoum, who expressed 
condolences over last week's 
earthquake in Japan, the 
Emirates News Agency said. 

It said the royal couple 
exchanged gifts with Sheikh 
Mohammad, .also the UAE 
defence minister, and both 
sides expressed hope for 
stronger ties. 

The UAE supplies Japan 
with most of its crude o3 
needs. 

The royal couple on Tues- 
>dayr watched a camel -race 
and traditional dancing in the 
UAE. 


Kobe gets some relief amid 
aftershocks and political fallout 


KOBE (Agencies) — The 
first hot bath since last week's 
earthquake brought some re- 
lief Wednesday to thousands 
packed into emergency shel- 
ters as officials appealed for 
medicine to comoat an out- 
break of influenza among the 
homeless. 

A strong aftershock from 
the Jan. 17 quake, which 
killed more than 5,000 peo- 
ple, rocked this .city late 
Wednesday. There were no 
reports of damage or casual- 
ties. 

Officials said “Ballet” 
trains between Kyoto and 
Osaka stations were halted 
and police closed several ex- - 
pressways in the area as a 
precaution. 

Eight days after the magni- - 


tnde 72. quake, about ooe 
fifth of Kobe’s population — 

307.000 people — remain in 
tents and makeshift shelters 
set up in schools and govern- 
ment buildings. 

In an effort to ease the 
misery, Japanese troops 
erected several temporary 
public baths around the dty, 
giving thousands of people 
their first opportunity to 
bathe since the quake. 

As of Wednesday, the 
death toll from the quake 
stood at 5,074 with 61 missin g 
and 26,618 injured. Nearly 

75.000 braidings were dam- 
aged or destroyed. 

Authorities condemned 
1,268 quake-damaged build- 
ings and began demolishing 
some of them with the help of 


Japanese troops. 

Shock waves from the ear- 
thquake have spread to all 
parts of Japanese society rais- 
ing questions about the fu- 
ture of tiie nation's ruling 
structure and the survival of 
Prime Minister To mi ic hi 
Mnrayama’s government 

One week after the disas- 
ter, Mr. Mnrayama, Japan’s 
military, Tokyo’s all- 
powerful bureaucrats, busi- 
ness practices and the very 
laws of tiie nation bave come 
under a relentless micro- 


"R 


j udgements have been 
overwhelmingly that some- 
thing went wrong in hamffinp 
tiie country’s worst natural 
disaster for nearly half a cen- 
tury. . 


Russia tightens Grozny siege 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Russian forces pounded the 
Chechen capital Grozny with 
artillery shells and tank fire 
on Wednesday and independ- 
ence fighters said they ex- 
pected a major Russian 
ground assault to dear the 
city. 

Russian troops attacked 
Chechen positions, particu- 
larly in tiie city’s southern 
suburbs, with artillery, mis- 
siles and machine gunfire in a 
barrage that ended five days 
of relative calm. 

“There is serious shelling 
and tank fire now. We are 
expecting a big Russian 
attack soon with tanks and 
troops to dear us out,” saida 
34-year-old Chechen fighter 
Revan Albiyev returning 
from fighting in the Minutka 
district of the dty. 

“Each one of us can take 
out at least one tank. Even if 
we have to throw ourselves 
under the tracks. Now we are 
in a holy war,” he declared. 

In Moscow. Russia's 
powerful security coundl, 
meeting under the chair- 
manship of President Boris 
Yeltsin, approved a move to 


switch control of the 
Chechenya campaign from 
the regular army to Interior 
Ministry. 

But given the scale of fight- 
ing the formal move 
appeared unlikely to change 
the reality on the ground, 
with the army remaining the 
dominant Russian force. 

The switch of .emphasis 
would support Mr. Yeltsin’s 
comments that military op- 
erations in Chechenya were 
effectively over and might 
help smooth relations with 
Western governments which 
have been upset by the 
heavy-handed use of the 
army in Chechenya. 

The army has been attack- 
ed at home and abroad for its 
indiscriminate bombing and 
shelling since it moved into 
Chechenya on December II 
to crush the mainly-Muslim 
republic's three-year seces- 
sion from Russia. 

The Interior Ministry 
forces have been charged 
with mopping up tife remain- 
ing Chechen resistance in 
towns and villages, and with 
reestablishing the economy 


and dvflian administration of 
the war-devastated country. 

Also on the connoTs agen- 
da were plans to rebuild the 
devastated Chechen eco- 
. nomy. 

A total withdrawal of the 
. Chechen independence fight- 
ers from Grozny, appeared 
close at hand Wednesday and 
a press photographer spotted 
Chechen artillery pieces 
being taken out of the dty on 
Tuesday night. 

Also Tuesday, tire Russian 
forces had cat off the last 
supply route to the rebds and 
surrounded Mmutka Square 
in the southern part of the 
city where the Chechen 
forces have established their 
headquarters. 

Rebel leaders have already, 
said they are planning a re- 
treat to die mountains of the 
south. 

• Earlier this week, Chechen 
President Dzhokhar 
Dudayev vowed that his re- 
bels would continue fighting 
Russia until a ceasefire 
accord was reached and inter- 
national observers were de- 
ploying in Chechenya. 



Majorwantsto 
ease Sunday 
drinking rules 

LONDON (AFP) - British 
Prime Minister John Major 
said Tuesday he would like to 
do away with “oW-fashioned 
rules timitmg foe sale of alco- 
hol on Sundays. Major said 
he was in favour of letting 
public houses stay open all 
riay on Sunday instead of 
forcing them to shut between 
03:00 p.m. and 07:00 p.m. as 
they how have to do. He also 
cniH shops should be allowed 
to sdl uqoor all day from 
10:00 ajn. to 10:30 p.m. 
“The present law on sales of 
liquor on Sunday is absurd. 
Why can people buy liquor in ^ 
a shop at noon but not at 
11:30 a.m. or in a pub at 
03:00 p.m. but not 04:00 
,p.m.?” he asked. * 

Ireland on top 
in making babies. 
Swedes surging 

PARIS (AFP) — Ireland is 
still on top in the European 
baby-making stakes,- 
al thoug h the Swedes have put 
on a spurt and risk beating 
them next year, according to 
a report published here Tues- 
day. The average Irish ootrole 
produces just over two chil- 
dren, maintaining the island’s 
position as most fertile in 
Europe, while countries like 
Denmark, Luxembourg, and 
Britain come in between 1.7-" 
1.8 babies per couple. At the 
bottom end of the. fecundity 
range, Italian, German and 
.Spanish parente produce only 
an average .of 13 children. 
France is sandwiched be- 
tween them on 1.65. The real 
stars are the Swedes, howev- 
er, who have surged from 1.6 
a decade ago to within a 
hair’s breadth of Ireland's 
two and a . bit. They beat 
them once off in 1992 and 
could yet top the chart next £- 
year. 

Dinner with Newt, 
at $50,000 a plate 

WASHINGTON (R) — 
House of Representatives 
speaker Newt Gingrich Tues- 
day defended a S50,000-a- 
plate fund-raising dinner that 
be will attend to raise money 
for a conservative cable tele- 
vision network. The Republi- 
can leaders told reporters 
that National Empowerment 
Television, on which he hosts 
a draw, asked him for help 
and he acoepted' because “I 
believe in it as a ’canse.” 

Pope: Films must 
turn against 
‘negative 
behaviour 9 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — 
Recognising tiie vast reach of 
tiie cinema. Pope John Paul 
II urged filmmakers to resist 
being a “mirror for negative 
behaviour” such as hatred 
and sexual violence. The 
Pontiff also urged tiie public 
to avoid “the dangerous pow- 
er of conditioning" from film. 
“The cinema, while having 
the power and great merit to 
contribute to the growth of 
culture and the individual, 
can also ... be used as a 
mirror for negative behaviour gfi 
with scenes of violence and* ' 
fW offends rim dignity of 
the person,” said the Pope in 
a message in advance of a 
May 28 worldwide celebra- 
tion marking 100 years of 
motion pictures. The Pontiff, 
who was a stage actor as a 
young man in Poland,; 
appealed to parents to take a 
closer role in deriding the 
types of programmes watch- 
ed by their children. - 

N. Carolina 
executes 
cheerleader killer 

RALEIGH, North .Carolina 
(AP) — A man was put to 
death Tuesday for raping and 
kilkng a cheerleader, becom- 
ing the second white person 
executed for kffling a black 
person since the death penal- 
ty was reinstated in 1976. 

Kermit Smith Jr. was pro* 
at 2:12 a.m. 
(0712 GMT) after a last meal 

55 P*, 00 * Kentucky 

fried chicken, a mountain 

dew and a pepsi, said correo- 
non department spokes. 
~ Pa «y McQuillan, 
was the 260th person 
to be executed since the 1976 
iiTi topreme court decision 

tog the death penalty Thtf’- 
only other white penbn e*T 
for kfflinTHiSc 

1976 was 
tonald Gaskins, who- was 

g 1 in 1991 b&Sh 
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